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By Rev Caro Field

Whoa, Wednesday’s church council meeting was
probably the wildest and most exciting I’ve
experienced in a long time. Settle in, this is a story ...

Our Chin brothers and sisters of the Tasmanian Chin
Christian Church are currently hosting a
retreat/conference for 23 pastors from the Australian
Chin Christian Church from across Australia.
Late on Wednesday afternoon I had a complex text
message conversation with the lovely ...

Continued on page 2.
Photo and text courtesy of Crosslight. Ed.

Presbytery of Tasmania Chairperson
Rohan Pryor is delighted to
announce that Rev. Deacon Marian
Bisset has accepted the call of the
Church to the ministry placement of
Presbytery Resource Minister for
North Tasmania, and Presbytery eLM
Minister for Tasmania. From her
earlier ministry experience in
Bridgewater-Gagebrook following
the devastating church fire there in
2017, and then in the Omeo-Swifts
Creek area following the
devastating bushfires in 2020, it is
clear that one of the gifts Marian
brings is getting alongside people in
their loss and grief, supporting the
next steps in recovery, and stepping
into the future with renewed hope
and energy. Marian will formally
commence ministry placement
from December 1, with an induction
service of the Presbytery to be
arranged.

.

Pen to paper seals deal Marian returns

West Coast Tas induction & commissioning:
Join the Presbytery and Frontier Services to induct
Rev. Peter Harvey and commission Shirley Scolyer.
Thursday 19 September at the Queenstown Senior
Citizen building in Driffield Street, with Zoom stream
available. Contact UCA Tas Office for more details!



Continued from page 1.

Late on Wednesday afternoon I had a complex text
message conversation with the lovely Ngun, our
main contact from the TCCC, about their booking to
use the church, and manoeuvring around the fact
that our church council normally meets in the
church. 
What eventuated was an invitation for our church
council to join thefellowship dinner with the Chin
pastors: dinner at 3.30pm.
This was the first time that I’d heard any details
about this event, so I was able to find out about it,
and also let Presbytery Chairperson Rohan Pryor
know, as it might make a good photo opportunity
with the visitors.
So, we sorted it all out, and I said I’d come early to
meet the visiting pastors, so from about 3.30pm on
Wednesday our church hall was full of people
feasting on spectacular food.
Our church council meeting was due to start at
4.30pm, but a few of us came early to join the feast,
at least for a little while.

Pastor Tial herded all the visiting pastors into a
photo along with me, Chris and Di from our church
council.

Now, you need to know, dear readers, that the
TCCC is currently on a journey to be formally
recognised as a faith community of the Uniting
Church.

One of the steps in that journey is to formalise their
relationship via a Memorandum of Understanding
with the Launceston North Uniting Church and the
Presbytery of Tasmania, as they will be under the
auspices of the LNUC in relation to the structure
and ordering of the church, and also under the
pastoral oversight of the Presbytery.

PEN TO PAPER SEALS DEAL
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All parties had agreed to sign the MOU, but
hadn’t yet put pen to paper. So, Rohan had this
bright idea. We had all three parties present
under the one roof, so why not do it now? We
also had leaders from Chin churches across
the country, so what a great cloud of witnesses!

So, Rohan bolted to his office to print out three
copies of the MOU document, and we gathered
in the church with the Chin pastors and
explained the history of the TCCC-LNUC
relationship and the purpose of the agreement,
we offered prayers of thanks, and we signed, in
triplicate.

Such a joyful moment (I even shed a tear or
two).

The next step in the process will be for the
Presbytery, at its meeting in November, to
consider a formal proposal to officially
recognise theTCCC as a faith community of the
UCA.

Bring it on!

Rev Caro Field is Launceston North Uniting
Church Minister

Tamar wetlands walk 21/9
Join a spirited walk through creation in
the wetlands on Saturday 21 September.
Meet at the Tamar Island Wetlands
Centre for 11 am. We will break to
commune with each other and with
nature on this walk and will share more
information. A reasonable level of
mobility is required for this activity. 
For more details contact the Pilgrim UC
Office: pilgrimoffice1@gmail.com

mailto:pilgrimoffice1@gmail.com


How we Gather Matters Melbourne (Oct 29) Geelong (Oct 30)

Whilst, unfortunately, there are no events in Tasmania, given
the significance of the content I'm hoping that the Melbourne
(Parkville) offering will be seen as a great opportunity for those
that are able to fly and the Geelong offering will be an option for
those who would prefer to sail!

These events are exceptional opportunities for the whole of
church leadership, ministry teams and individual
leaders/volunteers to engage in.If you could appropriately
highlight these events across the Presbytery I would be
extremely grateful!

Aimed at ministers, pastors and church leaders, as well as
being suitable for those with a specific generational focus, How
We Gather Matters is the most significant intergenerational
ministry resourcing opportunity we are yet to have offered in
Australia. 

Contributions from Darren Philip (UK, author of Being an
Intergenerational Church), Christina Embree (USA, from
ReFocus) and Tammy Preston (Australia, focusing on the
practical outworkings of her recent doctoral work) .
Oct 29 Melbourne (Parkville)
Oct 30 Geelong

More information & Registration: How We Gather Matters

HOW WE GATHER MATTERS
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This book from a Church of
Scotland background
explores the  strategies of
developing an
Intergenerational Church
with theological insights
based in the thought of
Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 

ReFocus seeks to connect
generations at church and
at home.

This seems to be a good
opportunity to apply for a
Presbytery grant to cover
costs if you feel that this is an
opportunity that could bring
useful strategies into your
place of ministry.
Contact the Tasmanian Office
for more information.

Editor
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Sandy ministers with a number of new
faith communities in the Banyule Network
of Uniting Churches: A Messy Church, an
Intergenerational interactive Sunday
community called Common Ground, and
SPACE, a Contemplative Community. Prior
to ministry, Sandy was a teacher of
Chinese, English and RE in Secondary
School. Sandy is married to Brendan, and
they have a daughter Sophia. In her free
time, Sandy enjoys fibre arts, painting
icons, genealogy, cooking and travel.
 

Saturday 12th October, 1-3pm at
Glenorchy Uniting Church. 
Soup and bread light lunch from 12 noon.
Facilitated by Sandy Brodine.

Come and learn about Messy Church and
the 5 core values at the heart of it. Gain an
understanding of the shape of Messy
Church and how each session works.
Experience a Messy Church Taster based
on a Christmas theme that you could use
in your own community.

Rev. Sandy Brodine:
Sandy Brodine is a Minister in the Uniting
Church in Australia with a passion for
finding creative new ways to help people
follow Jesus and engage with their faith. 

Photo and text about Sandy Brodine from
https://uniting.church/sandy-brodine/ 
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SERF Fund Now Open
for Applications
At the November 2023 Vic.Tas Synod
meeting, it was resolved to establish a
Synod Emissions Reduction Fund (SERF) “to
be accessible to Congregations and
Presbyteries for any spending that will
reduce emissions in their operations and
activities”.

 The Synod has set aside $100,000 as the
initial funding for the SERF to enable
Congregations and Presbyteries to
decarbonise.

Three considerations:
buildings still in UCA in 2040
most reduction in emissions
due diligence re ethical supply

SERF will be accepting applications for the
current round until Thursday 31st October
2024. Further application rounds will be
initiated depending on the funds
remaining in the SERF.

 If you would like to know more about the
SERF, or how to make an application, call
(03) 9340 8807 or email
Mark.Zirnsak@victas.uca.org.au
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MESSY CHURCH 
TASTER

https://uniting.church/sandy-brodine/
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A Prayer for after the
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A Prayer for after the
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     SEP
   26

Presbytery Standing Committee
10am - 3pm

     OCT
   01

Pastoral Relations Committee
10am -3pm

     SEP
   03

Pastoral Relations Committee
10am -3pm 

     OCT
   08

Resource and Development
Committee 10am - 2.30pm

     OCT
   31

Presbytery Standing Committee
10am - 3pm

     SEP
   10

Resource and Development
Committee 10.30am - 2.30pm

Log Books are now
overdue, please forward to
the Presbytery Office as
soon as possible 

Review of Safe Church
Policies

Published and distributed in the week before the last Sunday of each month. Contributions received seven days before
publication. Contact Graham Booth, editor, by email, phone 6331 9784 or post: 36 Paterson St, Launceston, 7250.
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WHAT’S ON!
 SEP- OCT 2024

MONTHLY
CHECKLIST

     SEP
   19

Induction Service of Rev Deacon
Peter Harvey, Queenstown 


