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Issue  No. 241  I   August 2026

This year, we are inviting communities of
faith across lutruwita/Tasmania into a
conversation that matters deeply:
What do we need to do, and who do we
need to be as a church, to faithfully live out
our call to discipleship here in
lutruwita/Tasmania?
We have listened to some feedback asking
for more clarity about the Presbytery's
Charter Journey.
This is a chance to be heard, to hear others,
and together write down what faithfully
following Christ looks like in Tasmania right
now, and into the future, as we seek
community, compassion and justice for all
creation. 
What you share will help shape what the
vision and shared goals of Faithful Futures
look like, lived out in your communities.

Read the Listening Phase reports here:
https://ucatas.org.au/about/charter/
or phone us at the UCA Tasmanian Office on
6331 9784 for a printed copy. 

Your next opportunity to engage
and contribute: 'Refining' the draft
Charter
Who:  all leaders and members of Uniting
Church congregations and faith
communities, walking together with
Leprena UAICC Tasmania. 
Location, date and time: save the date and
plan to join one of three gatherings across
Tasmania (with catering provided!)
In the registration form choose the venue
that suits you:

Friday 21 August,1:00-4:00pm: Cam
Rise UC: 3 Wragg Street, Somerset
Saturday 22 August, 10:00am-1:00pm:
Longford UC: 3 High Street, Longford
Sunday 23 August, 1:00-4:00pm:
Clarence UC: 2 York Street, Bellerive

Registrations are now open – please RSVP
so we can cater for your needs.

Register here or phone us at the Office:
https://ucatas.org.au/about/charter/

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe1uo4vl1GKeopVOv7q7t_6Z8dJqNBoUb3YndDhwxjLEIBysQ/viewform?usp=header
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UK writer Matthew Hall reflects on revealing his Christian faith in a secular creative industry.
Anticipating backlash, he instead found curiosity, connection and a renewed confidence to speak
openly about his faith and the freedom that came with it.

You can add your voice towards justice for refugees. More information and a link to a letter writing guide
can be obtained at https://justact.org.au/people-seeking-asylum/letter-writing/

The Present People course itself has been
put together by Sports Chaplaincy Australia [
City Mission Chaplaincy is delivering the
training], and while it is a good base line for
those stepping into chaplaincy, Present
People is not actually a chaplaincy course –
really its valuable for any Jesus follower who
is serious about living for Christ wherever
they are. I say this is a great course for
anyone who desires to engage with people
and gently and authentically share the
gospel, not for the sake of gaining a convert,
but because they truly love the people around
them. 

Not only do we encourage people to come
along, but to consider whether this course
would be something that your church could
benefit from engaging with – either this time
or another. Or there may be a home/small
group in your church who may benefit from
doing this as a group? 

If you want more info, email chaplain@citymission.org.au or ring Ben Hallam (6335 3000 | 0491 134
220 )    Cost: $50 per person. If this is a concern, please get in touch to discuss. 

Here and There

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FXFwYqZ9rVt7%3Fe%3De00ff2edf6%26c2id%3De0817402c89d37edbaf99eb246ee73ad&data=05%7C02%7Crohan.pryor%40victas.uca.org.au%7Cdce3ef517573408e9dfd08ded0c2be30%7Cffc9a8255f594104a92e4589b4b541e1%7C0%7C0%7C639177732337893638%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eGCkUpU4IvhZWj1Ty8mhBxwT8%2FhMNUmmB4ikZrOW0jQ%3D&reserved=0
https://justact.org.au/people-seeking-asylum/letter-writing/
tel:0491%20134%20220
tel:0491%20134%20220
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Lay Preacher Sunday
An Open Letter to all Church Councils and Congregations

The Lay Preachers’ Association of the Victorian and Tasmanian Synod, with the eLM/Centre of
Theology and Ministry, has set the month of August each year as Lay Preachers’ Sunday. This is to
be one Sunday during the month when we celebrate the role and contribution of Lay Preachers and
lay worship leaders who help build up the life of our Church.
We encourage all congregations to celebrate this occasion on one of the Sunday services in August
2026.
We also recognise that there are many who faithfully lead their people in worship and preach without
any formal recognition as a preacher. The church recognises this reality but without their faithful
service there would be many congregations on any given Sunday with nobody to lead their worship.
So in this celebration we thank God for the dedication and the gifts of accredited Lay Preachers, but
also all people, Lay and Ordained, who bring us each week their insights and the life experience of
their faith.
We pray the blessing of God on all who accept the call to spread the Good News..

Resources compiled by Alastair Davison are available at 

Synod of Vic-Tas
 Lay Preachers’ Association 

Equipping Leadership 
for Mission/CTM
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Here and There
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Why not apply for a
Presbytery grant to assist with

your attendance costs?
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Disability Access and Awareness Training 

Advanced Notice: please put these dates in your diary now and plan to learn more!

This is being offered in the North and in the South. 
The training is being offered by Elga Rodriguez, Synod Disability and Inclusion Advocate.

DATES:
North: Sat 10 Oct for 2 hours
South: Sun 11 Oct for 2 hours (this will be afternoon)

This September, Alice Springs will
host celebrations marking two
significant milestones in the legacy
of Rev John Flynn. On 12
September, the Northern Synod,
Frontier Services and Alice Springs
Town Council will commemorate the
100th anniversary of Adelaide
House, the town’s first hospital. The
following day marks the 70th
anniversary of the opening of the
John Flynn Memorial Church. The
events will celebrate his enduring
contribution to healthcare, faith and
the development of remote Australia.
All are welcome to attend.

John Flynn
Memorial Church,
Alice Springs 70

Anniversary

th



Are we compliant?
Who needs to hold a Working With Vulnerable People card? 

Ministry Workers, Worship Leaders inc Lay Preachers, Bible Readers, Sunday School leaders, KUCA
leaders, Messy Church Leaders, Stewards and Welcomers.

Church Councillors, Elders, Congregation Executive, Pastoral Visitors, Musicians/Choir members. 
Please ensure everyone that is listed on a roster has current cards and has attended the Safe Church
Training sessions.  The dot points below contains information regarding compliance benefits for
Church Council/Congregation information

Uniting Church Insurance policies cover each local Congregation and their Church Council, including
local appointed leaders, where the requirements for compliance with the Church’s policies are met. 

• These requirements include our Safe Church policies which oblige all leaders to maintain current
Working With Vulnerable People (WWVP) registration and Safe Church Training, and for all active
ordained ministers twice-yearly attendance at Ethical Ministry Refresher (EMR or Code of Ethics and
Ministry Practice) sessions, either in person or online. 

• If an appointed leader does not hold current WWVP registration or has not completed Safe Church
Training within the last three years, the Uniting Church Insurance policies may not cover the local
activities of the Church. Personal liability falls to the local individuals who comprise the Church
Council, Executive or Ministry Leaders group, and the personal legal consequences are very serious. 

• If a Church Council is unable to ensure compliance with the Church’s policies, this raises ‘red flags’
around the capacity of the Congregation to meet the requirements for keeping everyone safe, and
meeting the legal obligations of our community standards and Uniting Church Regulations. 

• For support in meeting the requirements of the Church’s policies and Regulations, please contact
the UCA Tasmanian Office or your Presbytery Minister. 
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Are we compliant?
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30 August, 26
Frontier Services Sunday
Romans 12:13  Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.
Romans 12:15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 
Imagine that there is only one grocery store in the town that you live in.  You will know what day of the
week the fresh food comes in.  You will also know if a shelf is empty, that it will be many days before
that item can be restocked.
Then imagine that you need shoes, clothes, child or dog toys which are not available in the town that
you live in.  Your options – go to a big town and have a shopping spree or order online – without
seeing, feeling or fitting the item first.
Then imagine a helicopter coming into town at night and leaving half an hour later. You know that
someone is sick or hurt and has to be taken hundreds of kilometres away for treatment.  By morning
the entire town will know who the person was and what happened.  The person concerned is now far
away from family and friends and eventually will  have to work out how to get back home.
Then imaginee a mail run of about 100 kilometres with 10 letterboxes, which closes every time there
is even a shower of rain on it or a mail run that takes all day in a small plane visiting a small number of
homesteads.  Both of these runs happen weekly only.
Then imagine the local airport.  There may be a commercial flight in a couple of times a week.  The
planes landing at the airport are more likely to be small planes from homesteads where it is quicker
and easier to hop into a plane and come to town for supplies and mail than to drive.  Something that
they may only do weekly or fortnightly.
This is the reality for rural and remote Australia.  It is a very different world to the one that we live in
where we are in or near a major town.  Today is a time to celebrate and reflect on the work of Frontier
Services – a branch of the Uniting Church in Australia – that assists people in rural Australia.  Their
work is not about leading worship services or providing care and leadership to one or a couple of
congregations.  The Patrol Ministers of Frontier Services travel hundreds of kilometres; they walk
beside people during droughts, floods, fire and personal crises.  The patrol Minister may be the only
person that they see in many days.  For these Ministers it is not about converting more people to be
Uniting Church members, it is about showing and providing care and support to all that they meet.
My invitation is that as you attend a service of celebration and reflect on the work of Frontier Services
today, perhaps take some time to consider how very different the life of a rural and remote person is to
the lives that we lead.

 
View of the land 
just out of Winton Qld
at the Age of Dinosaurs

Shirley Bowers
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Reflection
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James Barr’s “A  Line in the Sand” provides a detailed
analysis of how the British and French Empires from 1915
to 1949 played a significant role in generating and
exacerbating the cureent Israeli-Palestinian conflict. For
more read at: https://justact.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2026/06/7853-UCA-JustAct-
newsletter-Digital-FA.pdf

Uniting Church President Rev Charissa Suli has released a special video message to mark the
49th anniversary of the Uniting Church in Australia on 22 June, reflecting on the Church’s journey and
inviting members to look ahead with hope toward its Jubilee year in 2027.
Drawing on the image of a fala (Tongan woven mat) shared at her installation, Rev Suli describes the
Church as a community still being woven together through the love of Christ. “A mat still on the loom is
not a lack, but a promise that there is more love still to weave,” she says.
In her message, Rev Suli gives thanks for the faith, courage and vision of those who formed the
Uniting Church in 1977 and acknowledges the enduring Covenant relationship with the Uniting
Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress. She also recognises the challenges many congregations
and leaders are facing, encouraging the Church to remain grounded in prayer, worship and service.
Reflecting on the recent season of Uniting in Prayer, Rev Suli says the Spirit is calling the Church
“back to depth, back to prayer, and back to a people shaped not by fear or scarcity, but by trust in the
abundance of God.”
Looking toward the Church’s 50th anniversary next year, she invites members to embrace the biblical
vision of Jubilee as a time of renewal, reconciliation and justice.
“The threads of God’s love are still being woven through our life together,” Rev Suli says. “May God
weave us together in love.”
The anniversary video message is now available to download and share in worship services, along
with a PDF transcript.

This article from https://uniting.church/uca-presidents-49th-anniversary-message/ where you
can also find the video and transcript.

2026 Uniting Church
Anniversary message
UCA President marks Uniting
Church’s 49th Anniversary with
message of hope and Jubilee

https://justact.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/7853-UCA-JustAct-newsletter-Digital-FA.pdf
https://justact.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/7853-UCA-JustAct-newsletter-Digital-FA.pdf
https://justact.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/7853-UCA-JustAct-newsletter-Digital-FA.pdf
https://uniting.church/uca-presidents-49th-anniversary-message/


    
     

    AUG

   21
Presbytery ‘s Charter strategy
workshop 1.00pm - 4.00pm Cam
Rise UC, Somerset

The next issue will be distributed in the week before the end of September. Contributions to be received at least seven
days before publication. Contact Graham Booth, editor, by email, phone 6331 9784 or 36 Paterson St, Launceston, 7250.

    AUG
   04

    SEP
   01

Pastoral Relations Committee
10.30am - 3.00pm

    AUG
   27

Presbytery Standing Committee
(Zoom) 10.00am - 3.00pm

    SEP
   24

Presbytery Standing Committee
10.00am - 3.00pm 
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WHAT’S ON!
AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 2026

Pastoral Relations Committee
10.00am - 3.00pm

From Checklist for UCA Congregations - July
· Make the final check in your Annual Maintenance
Log Book and return one copy to the Presbytery
Office to ensure compliance.
· Notify UCA Tasmanian Office of any changes to
Presbytery Directory – office bearers, worship
times
· Working with Vulnerable People (WWVP)
registrations for all leaders are up to date
 

To lay preachers 
in the Presbytery of Tasmania,

lay worship leaders 
and any lay person interested in

leading worship.

You are invited to the next ZOOM
gathering for lay preachers and

lay worship leaders. Focus:
Music and Singing

Aug 21st, 7.30-8.30pm
Links will be sent a few days
before to lay preachers and

others who express interest to
the Tasmanian Office.

    
     

    AUG

   22
Presbytery ‘s Charter strategy
workshop 10.00am - 1.00pm
Longford UC

    
     

    AUG

   23
Presbytery ‘s Charter strategy
workshop 1.00pm - 4.00pm
Bellerive UC

What can you contribute
to this newsletter 
from your place 

as part of the community 
that is Uniting Tasmania?
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