
   
 

  

 

        

 

 Presbytery of 
 

https://www.victas.uca.org.au/tasmania
  

 

Issue No. 159                  March 2018 
 

 
 

Please see further information re Refresh on page 11 
 
 
 
 

 

Opportunities 

 

 
 

Page 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bridgewater 

Gagebrook 
Update 

Page 8 

 

 

 

Leadership 

Formation 
Page 6 

 



2 

 

Opportunities 

Re:generations 2018 
Exploring Intergenerational ministry and mission 
Launceston Thurs 22 March or Wynyard Fri 23 March 
  
Facilitated by Chris Barnett from the Centre for Theology & 

Ministry in Melbourne, the day will include multiple engaging, participatory 
and practical sessions…for further information, see the flyer accompanying to 
Uniting Tasmania. 
 

Safe Church  
9:30 to 12.30pm    

South – Tuesday  27 February Kingston Uniting Church  

North – Saturday 3 March Longford Uniting Church 

Foundations of Safe Church Awareness for anyone who has not yet 
attended a Safe Church session.  All leaders and those with Working with 
Children Checks are required to attend a Safe Church session.   

Presbytery Youth Camp  
23 – 27 April 2018  

Scotch Oakburn College, Fingal Valley Campus 
 

More information coming soon 
 

Presbytery Gathering   

9.30am – 3.00pm  

Saturday 2 June 2018  

at Launceston Pilgrim Uniting Church 
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Rohan, Kiran, Jack, Charlotte and 
Pippa the Labradoodle 

Reflection    

 

‘Pippa comes home’ 
Meet Rohan and the Oates Pryor family  
 

The Oates Pryor family are 
looking forward to making 
many new friends when they 
move to Tasmania. Pippa the 
Tasmanian Labradoodle was 
born in Epping Forest, and is 
looking forward to moving 
back closer to her birthplace 
(though she doesn’t really 
know it yet!).  
 

Rohan was born on the 
traditional lands of the Orang 
Asli, the indigenous 
inhabitants of the Malay 
Peninsula, and has lived in 
each state on the eastern 
seaboard of Australia except 
Tasmania – until now.  

 

 
 

Rohan and Kiran have siblings living in both South Hobart and North Hobart, 
and Rohan’s maternal grandmother Bertha Stebbins lived in Zeehan until she 
married probationary Methodist minister Bruce Brewster.  
 

Kiran is a primary school teacher with particular experience in student 
wellbeing and special needs education. Jack (Year 9) and Charlotte (Year 6) 
each have a range of interests including sports, music and performing arts. 
School leadership commitments during 2018 for Charlotte, Jack and Kiran 
mean they will finish the 2018 school year in Melbourne before moving in 
early January 2019.             (cont. p4) 
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(from page 3) 

 

Rohan has worked for the Uniting Church in a wide range of roles over the 
past twenty-five years, including a decade as Manager of the Synod’s 
Information Technology Services, as Convention Coordinator for NCYC 2009, 
a short time as Presbytery Minister – Administration for the Presbytery of 
North East Victoria, and for the past seven years as the Lay Leadership 
Educator based at the Centre for Theology and Ministry in Parkville. He has 
been Chairperson of the Church Council for Croydon Uniting Church 
(Victoria) for the past three years, and has served as a member of each of the 
inter-related councils of the Uniting Church over the years, as well as on 
various Synod and Assembly committees and task groups. Rohan will be a 
member of the national Assembly meeting in July this year.  

It was during the decade as Synod IT Manager that Rohan completed a 
theology degree and a Period of Discernment with Kiran, resulting in a strong 
sense of ongoing commitment to leadership within the Uniting Church. 
Further studies in education, and coordination of training in local leadership 
for Uniting Churches across Tasmania and Victoria, have expanded Rohan’s 
experience in leadership development for local congregations and 
communities of faith.  

The Oates Pryor family are looking forward to exploring more of Tasmania’s 
wilderness areas and coastlines as well as making new friends in Tasmania, 
and will be visiting regularly throughout the year. 

 

 

  

Floodlights 
 

The floodlights 
pictured are available 
to any congregation 
or agency who 
wishes to give them 
a good home. 
Contact the 
Tasmanian Office. 
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Presbytery Meeting  
17 February 2018, Clarence Uniting Church 
On Saturday 17th February we held our first Presbytery Gathering of 
2018.  Below are the highlights of our gathering for you to share with your 
communities of faith.   

• Ann Perrin led us in worship and invited us to spend the rest of our 
gathering in an attitude of worship 

• We had respectful conversations about how we feel about potential 
changes to the UCA understanding of marriage. Notes are attached.   

• We thanked Nigel Tapp for his service as Presbytery Secretary and 
David Reeve was appointed as the new Presbytery Secretary. 

• We had a conversation about how the Presbytery can resource the 
congregations for administration, mission, discipleship and leadership 
formation.  Notes are attached. 

• We looked at a proposal presented by 2 members of 
Presbytery.  regarding potential Assembly decisions regarding marriage  

• We thanked Nigel Tapp for his work as Synod Communications 
Manager.  Nigel finished in this role on Friday 16th February. 

• The Presbytery Ministers shared upcoming events 
 

Out of the Presbytery Resourcing conversation people were particularly 
looking for resources regarding intergenerational and children youth and 
families ministry. 

 

 
 
 
   

 

Collecting Used Stamps  
 

Sammy Stamp is the logo for the Uniting Church Adult Fellowship Special 
Needs Fund – Stamps, which provides grants for small projects not 
covered in the Synod Budget. Funds are raised by the sale of used stamps 
and Met cards (Melbourne) collected from churches, business houses and 
other organisations.   

Collecting and preparing stamps 
We encourage you to save all Australian and overseas stamps.  Please 
leave the stamps attached to paper and trim the stamps leaving a 2cm 
surround to enable adequate trimming room.  All stamps can be left or 
delivered to the UCA Tasmanian Office at 36 Paterson St in Launceston. 
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God is at work amongst us.  I have been privileged to hear a number of 
people recently, share their story of God at work in their lives.  Often in 
transformative and dynamic ways.  Some of the stories shared have been 
about a time when God was very real.  A sense, a presence, a sight, a word 
given.  So extraordinary that it can only be described as God coming to the 
person.   

We all have stories of God at work in our lives.  For some of us they are small 
in detail and very ordinary.  And yet, when we begin to lay beside those 
stories markers of who God is and how the Spirit is known, we can see that 
even in those ordinary times, it is of God.  For others of us, the stories come 
through at times of distress and disturbance.  For others of us, they are 
distinct moments, and others a continuous growing that takes place.   

There is a challenge in our world today to not only understand these lived 
stories as ones of faith, but to own them for ourselves, and articulate 
something of them with our friends, family, neighbours, fellow disciples.  Our 
story may be the story that God uses in the life of someone else.  Our story 
may be the story that enables another to encounter something of the 
transformative love of God at work in their life.  Their story may be what we 
need for our own.   

How do we tell our stories?  With whom do we share them?  What is the 
courage we need within ourselves?  What places and spaces do we share 
our stories?   

I sit very often with three questions - Why does God matter?  What impact 
does that have on my life?  What do I then do with that?  If you would like to 
share your response, you would be more than welcome to do that - with 
someone else you share life with, in writing, through our facebook page, or 
perhaps we could video record it, and put some of them together to 
encourage us each to share our stories of God at work in our lives.  

What I have noticed is that each time we share our story with another, we 
grow in our own faith.   

If you would like Denise to visit your congregation, to listen and share around 
leadership formation, contact us via the Presbytery Office 6331 9784 or 
Denise 0427 647 395 or denise.savage@ victas.uca.org.au 

 

Leadership Formation 
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CALLING ALL KNITTERS 
 

The invitation that I issued in October last year 
for people to knit scarves and beanies for people 
attending Assembly in Melbourne in July is 
progressing well.  I met up with Sharon Hollis – 
Synod Moderator on 9 February and passed on 
to her 15 scarves and 6 beanies.  If anyone 
wants some ideas for knitting patterns for a scarf 
have a look at this site that I came across while 
exploring for different ideas - 
http://www.wrapwithlove.org/knitting-patterns 

 
If anyone wants to try a beanie pattern with a difference (the knitting is 
across the beanie rather than from the bottom to the top), try this –  2 balls 
of 8 ply wool and no 4 knitting needles. 
Repeat rows 1 to 20 a further 9 times then cast off. Sew the cast off and 
cast on rows together and sew the top of the beanie closed. 
 
Cast on 75 stitches     Row 10 – K62 wrap and turn 
Row 1 – Knit      Row 11 – Knit 
Row 2 – K74 wrap and turn    Row 12 – K59 wrap and turn 
Row 3 – Knit      Row 13 – Knit 
Row 4 – K71 wrap and turn    Row 14 – K56 wrap and turn 
Row 5 – Knit      Row 15 – Knit 
Row 6 – K68 wrap and turn    Row 16 – K53 wrap and turn 
Row 7 – Knit      Row 17 – Knit 
Row 8 – K65 wrap and turn    Row 18 – K50 wrap and turn 
Row 9 – Knit      Row 19 – Knit 

Row 20 – Knit  
 

Wrap and turn means to pass the next stitch across purlwise, pass the 
wool around to the back and turn the needle around ready to go back the 
other way, pass the slipped stitch back purlwise. 
 

I am prepared to collect the finished items and arrange for them to be 
forwarded to Melbourne.  The alternative is for you to post or deliver the 
finished items to the Synod Office in Melbourne – to the attention of 
Sharon Hollis (Knitters at Synod program) or leave at the UCA Tas Office. 
 

I can be contacted on email:  princeebowers@gmail.com or 0363 981 321 
– Shirley Bowers 
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We are back up and operating 
out of 10 Tottenham Road, 
Gagebrook. 
 

Church services  
Sunday 10am 
 

Emergency Relief Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday 10-
1.30pm 
Ph 62635217  
 

Op Shop Monday to Friday 
9.30-2pm 
 

We welcome all our regulars 
and many new people. 
 

Ph 626352100 Marian Bisset 
(Minister) 
 

Open Day Sun 18  March 
11.30-1.30pm at “The House” 

Update - Bridgewater Gagebrook Parish Mission  

4 months ago was the devastating and 
traumatic fire and for the small and close knit 
congregation and community members who 
came into the building it brought added anger 
and grief.  We were, and continue to be 
overwhelmed by the support shown to us in 
financial, in kind and prayer means. 

As of 5 Feb we opened the doors at 10 
Tottenham Rd which will be our permanent 
temporary home at least until the end of 
2019, or the rebuild is completed.  We had 
some minor works to complete to the house 
to make it compliant as a public use building, 
including the building of an extensive ramp 
and door alterations.  We have been 
fortunate to have had the work completed so 
quickly and much thanks and appreciation to 

Steve from CemCon.  Steve saw the state of the yard and as a good will 
gesture he has cleaned up the yard, laid topsoil and lawn seed, bought a 
hose and sprinkler and done a general spruce up so it “looks more welcoming 
and homely” were his words. 

The long journey of visioning what the new building will look like has begun 
and with a few discussions with Brighton Council, Centacare and the Church 
we hope the way forward will be made clear.  The balancing of mission, call 
to the community, remaining a worshipping community and ensuring there is 
sufficient security is shaping the conversations at the moment. 

We will be looking to work with the community and the congregation to 
ensure the voices of all are able to be heard and it is these voices which will 
guide us in the visioning of the new building. 

It has, and will continue to be a difficult, long and yet rewarding journey and 
there have already been many positive outcomes and stories to come out of 
this.  The Christmas Cheer run through Emergency Relief was manic, crazy, 
fun, happy and the most wonderful opportunity to connect back with each 
other and with the community.   

Good days ahead and from all of us a huge thank you to all the congregations 
and individuals for continued support. 

Marian Bisset   Pastor 
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One downside of the move is  the lack of free parki ng 

 Launceston Palm Sunday Walk is 
being planned for Sunday 25th of March. It will 
begin with a BYOpicnic in Princes Square at 
12.30pm and conclude about 3.00pm in City Park. 
This is a positive community walk and joyful 
celebration, not a protest march and rally. Further 
information can be obtained from Jeff McKinnon of 
City Baptist at jeff@citybaptistchurch.net. 
 

 Beth Vellecoop of the King Island 
congregation  has a good problem. She needs 

ten to fifteen more copies of the Together in Song hymn book to cope with a 
growing congregation. If you have any to spare you can contact her on 
64631183. King Island are happy to cover the postage costs. 
 

 In 2018 the Moderator , Rev Sharon Hollis, would like to engage more 
in the mission areas of the wider church.  Traditionally the Moderator is 
invited to share in Sunday worship, but she would really like to share in the 
week day activities of congregations, agencies, etc.  If you know of places 
in your Presbytery that might like to host the Moderator mid-week to share 
their activities with her, please let them know that invitations will be 
received warmly by phone or email.  T  (03) 9251 5216  | 
Debra.Penaluna@victas.uca.org.au 
 

 Launceston Hymnfest  Sunday 18th March at St. John’s Launceston 
from 2:30-4pm with afternoon tea to follow. This is a free event, but a 
collection will be taken for the Get the Word Out Nicaragua project 
(www.biblesociety.org.au/gtwo18) 

 

 Sunday 8 July  -Saturday 14 July 2018 The 15th Assembly  meeting 
will be hosted by the Synod of Victoria and Tasmania at the BoxHill Town 
Hall, Melbourne. 

 

 Lay Preachers’ Association Conference and AGM  This annual 
gathering includes both educational sessions and collegial networking for 
Lay Preachers and worship leaders, and the Annual General Meeting of 
the Association 
When: Friday, 16 Mar 2018 – Saturday, 17 Mar 2018 9:30am – 2:30pm 
Where: The Centre for Theology & Ministry, 29 College Cres., Parkville 
VIC 3052                 Contact: 03 9340 8815; info@ctm.uca.edu.au 
 

 Wanted: Pulpit size Good News Bible  in reasonable condition for an 
elder from Vanuatu to take back to his country for use locally. Contact Rev 
Colleen Grieve on 0437589755. 

 

This 

‘n 

That 
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Live Streaming 
Opportunity 
 
An opportunity exists to join 
online with a pair of 
teaching sessions being 
held in Melbourne on the 
6th March at the Centre for 
Theology and Ministry 
hosted by Mark and Lisa 
Scandrette. 

 

Two locations for groups of participants are being offered in Tasmania and it 
is possible to arrange connection anywhere you have Internet connection if 
you contact either CTM or Anthea Maynard. 

 

“Disciples of Jesus learn better in an intercultural dojo than a classroom, and 
following the way of Jesus is more like a set of faithful practices than a set of 
dogmatic beliefs. Mark offers an invitation to experiment with the five 
practices of Jesus that transform our identity, purpose, security, community 
and freedom. How can we best live into a holistic understanding of Jesus that 
allows for the greatest transformation in our lives for the good of the world? 
Join Mark to experience practicing the way of Jesus.” 

Morning workshop:  “Belonging and Becoming” Creating thriving family and 
intergenerational culture. 

Afternoon workshop:  “Practicing the Way of Jesus” faith-full practices for 
discipleship and mission. 

 

Register online at: 
https://ucavt.goregister.com.au/scandrette2018/registration/LiveStreaming/W
hen  

Time:     10.00am - 4.00pm Cost: $20 per person includes lunch, 
refreshments & book 

Location 1:     North Hobart 2 Swan Street, North Hobart  

Location 2  Launceston  128-132 George Town Road, Newnham 
Contact:03 9340 8815; info@ctm.uca.edu.au  
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Praying for the Presbytery 
 

 

 

 
This month please remember in your prayers:  

 Nigel Tapp as he seeks alternative employment 
 

 Rohan Pryor as he prepares to take on the role of Synod Liaison 
Minister (Tas) from April and for Rohan’s family as they adjust to a 
dislocated second half of 2018 and to their move to Tasmania. 
 

 Shirley Bowers, Ann Perrin and Rod Peppiatt (elected by the 
Presbytery) and Michelle Cook and Rohan Pryor (elected by the Synod)  
who are representatives from Tasmanian to the 15th Assembly in 
Melbournein July, as they digest reading materials, motions and issues. 
May they be open and receptive to the movement of God’s Spirit. 
 

 Marian Bisset and the others of the Bridgewater Gagebrook Parish 
Mission as they continue the process of moving on from the 
consequences of the 2017 fire. 
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March  
Sat   3 9.30am  – 12.30pm  Safe Church – Longford UC 
Thur 15 10.00am Presbytery Standing Committee, Launceston 
Tues 20 9.30am Pastoral Relations Committee, Launceston 
Thur 22 9.30am Re-Generations Launceston Pilgrim UC 
Fri 23 9.30am Re-Generations Wynyard UC 
Mon 26 12.00pm Resources and Development Committee, Launceston 
 
April 
Sat 14 9.30am  Refresh Lay Leaders Conference. Scotch Oakburn  
    College, Launceston 
Mon 16   Renew School of Ministry, Bothwell (until Wed 16th) 
Mon 23   Youth Camp, Fingal 
Mon 23 12.00pm Resources and Development Committee, Launceston 
Tues 24 9.30am Pastoral Relations Committee, Launceston 
 
Advance Notice:  There will be a service of Induction for Rev Fee Morrison 
into the Cradle Coast Parish Friday 27th July at the Burnie Uniting Church, 
Mount St., Burnie. 
 

 

Fri - Mon 9 - 12 March 2018: Synod 
Social Justice Family Camp  

Belgrave Heights, Victoria 

Join the annual Synod family camp network, a 
dispersed community of faith-full families diving deep 

What are the practices and approaches that will help us to be strong, 
enriched families where each member is loved and supported to become all 
that they were made to be, and enabled to thrive? 

6pm Fri 9 March - 1pm Mon 12 March 2018: download the promo flyer or register online now!  

Is there a couple, family or intergenerational group interested in applying for a 
grant to explore the ideas developed at this camp in order to apply them in 
their local context?   

What’s On 

 

Published and distributed in the week before the last Sunday of each month.   
Contributions received seven days prior to publication. 

Editor: Graham Booth 36 Paterson Street, Launceston, 7250 
or (03) 6331 9784 or tas.office@victas.uca.org.au 

Presbytery of Tasmania website:  https://www.victas.uca.org.au/tasmania 

 


