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A new Synod Liaison Minister for Tasmania 
Who is the God we encounter in Jesus Christ? 

What is the purpose of the Church, and what is 

the good news we have to share with the 

world? Christian Churches around the world face 

these big questions anew as diverse global 

cultures challenge and change traditions and local 

communities. At the heart of the Christian faith is 

personal discipleship and faithful community at 

mission in the world, bringing peace and 

reconciliation.  

I’m excited to begin soon as Synod Liaison Minister for Tasmania, and am 

really looking forward to working with Uniting Church networks in Tasmania 

including the staff team, ministers and local leaders, many of whom I already 

know and appreciate as colleagues and friends. This excitement comes with 

a deep sense of call to this role, a feeling something like the right role at the 

right time. Appointment to this role draws together many threads from the 

diverse roles I have fulfilled for the Uniting Church over the past twenty years 

and more.  

The vision of the Presbytery of Tasmania for 2016 to 2018 has centred on 

transformative discipleship, with a strategic focus on communities of faithful 

followers of Jesus expecting to be transformed, and to be agents of (cont. p4) 
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Opportunities 

Presbytery Youth Camp 
23 – 27 April 2018 

Scotch Oakburn College, Fingal Valley Campus 
 

 Beach  

 Bush walks 

 Excursions 

 Games 

 Electives 

 
2pm Mon 23 April – 3pm Fri 27 April  Cost fully inclusive $145 
 

Register here or contact UCA Tasmanian Office 
 

 Camp Directors:  Enquiries 

Amanda Nicholas 0413 617 469 lnuca.rev@gmail.com   OR  

Jeff Savage 0429 728 243 jeff@hobartnorth.ucatas.org  

Amanda and Jeff each have many years of experience in ministry with 

young people as well as running camps. Please be assured of a 

professional approach to safety, relationships, boundaries, programs and 

faith formation. 
 

Presbytery Gathering  

9.30am – 3.00pm     Saturday 2 June 2018  

at Launceston Pilgrim Uniting Church 

 

 ¨ Worship led by the Moderator, General Secretary and Presbytery 

 ¨ Commissioning Mr Rohan Pryor, Synod Liaison Minister 

 ¨ Listening to each other about Sovereignty and Treaty 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGVu3W6L6IFAa5BKbG2eZOmYOhvVSOPW5X9bOxjp3EsBCdfQ/viewform
mailto:lnuca.rev@gmail.com
mailto:jeff@hobartnorth.ucatas.org
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Reflection        Abundant Grace, Liberating Hope 

President-elect Dr Deidre Palmer is 
inviting Uniting Church members to make 
creative submissions interpreting the 15th 
Assembly theme “Abundant Grace, 
Liberating Hope”. 

“In the lead up to the Assembly meeting 
in July in Melbourne, I encourage Uniting 
Church members to write prayers and 
songs, take photos and create art that 

reflect how we experience God’s abundant grace and liberating hope in our 
Church and the world around us,” Deidre said. 

This invitation is open to everyone in the Uniting Church. 

These resources may be included in a printed or online resource and may be 
used by the President in Uniting Church gatherings during the next 
Triennium. 

For some inspiration to get started, take a look at Deidre’s reflection on the 
15th Assembly theme:  https://uniting.church/assembly-theme/  

Rev Ian Ferguson of Brunswick, Vic suggests some guiding questions: 

 What do you hear in this theme and how does it speak into your life and 
the life of our Church? 

 LOGO – what do you see in this expression of the theme? 

 What are the ways you hear and see God’s abundant grace at work in the 
world, and in and through the church? 

 Where do you experience God’s liberating hope in your life and where do 
you see the Church embodying this liberating hope? 

 Where do you hear this theme expressed in the Biblical Story? 

 What songs do you hear echoing this theme? Is there a song you are 
prompted to write/sing in response to the theme? 

 What prayers are evoked in you by this theme? 

 Are there photos that you have taken that reflect this theme 

 Are there other visual images/symbols/icons that emerge for you, as you 
reflect on/are inspired by this theme? 

 In what other ways might you give expression to the theme? 

If you would like to make a creative submission please contact either 
iferguson@icloud.com by May 31st or the Assembly Communications Team at 
comms@nat.uca.org.au.comms@nat.uca.org.au. 

https://uniting.church/assembly-theme/
mailto:iferguson@icloud.com
mailto:comms@nat.uca.org.au.
mailto:comms@nat.uca.org.au.
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A new Synod Liaison Minister for Tasmania 
(from page 1) 

transformation, through the grace of God. Now all presbyteries are 

invited to engage with the Synod Vision and Mission Principles, and these are 

displayed prominently in the new Presbytery and Synod office upstairs at 

Launceston Pilgrim. The three Strategic Priorities and four Areas of Focus 

provide guideposts for faithful followers of Jesus Christ in sharing good news. 

I am excited by the common focus on Following Christ, walking together as 

First and Second Peoples, seeking community, compassion and justice for all 

creation.  

The role of Synod Liaison Minister (SLM) includes leading the Presbytery 

Ministry Team and working collaboratively with the Councils of the Church to 

grow healthy communities of faith and to develop and form leaders for a 

missional church. This includes strategic planning in consultation with the 

Presbytery Standing Committee; coaching and mentoring communities of 

faith, leaders and potential leaders; and pastoral care of ministry workers in 

the Uniting Church in Tasmania.  

The SLM also resources the Uniting Church in Tasmania by providing the 

principal link between the Synod offices in Tasmania and Victoria, managing 

the Synod and Presbytery office based at Launceston Pilgrim, and 

encouraging engagement with the Synod’s Vision and Mission Principles. 

As global consumer culture continues to tell each person they are the most 

important person in the world (“buy more!”), as the global media cycle 

continues to fan the flames of terror and division (“fear more!”), and as both 

Royal Commissions and political shenanigans force us to question leadership 

and integrity (“they did what?!”), we continue to seek healthy communities of 

faith and safe places for all to grow and thrive. These are the gospel values 

we live everyday: embodying abundant love, barriers broken down, freedom 

from bondage, respect for difference and appreciation of diversity, deepening 

faith and confidence in sharing good news, care for the whole of God’s good 

creation.  

As the Synod’s operations and ministries are reshaped to better support local 

churches and presbyteries across Tasmania and Victoria (including the new 

work unit equipping Leadership for Mission (eLM) under the leadership of 

Rev Dr Jennifer Byrnes), I look forward to working together in growing faithful 

followers of Jesus Christ at mission in local communities across Tasmania 

and the world.                 Rohan Pryor 
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Why are you still a Christian? 
 
Have you ever wondered about this question for yourself?  
Or perhaps a family member - or someone else you know.  
What is it about who God is that means they still chose to 
walk as a follower of Jesus? 
 
How might you have a conversation with another person 
about this?  What does it mean to own your faith in this way?  
How we talk about it with others?  What words or actions 
help you communicate your faith in God with others?  Where 
might you do that? 
 
Makes You Wonder is a way of understanding, owning and speaking about 
our faith.  It is an invitation to exercise your heart in growing strong as a 
follower of Christ in understanding, owning and speaking about faith.  As a 
church we have sold ourselves out to the “professionals” - often ministers - to 
do this for us.  We have slowly, slowly, forgotten how to do it for ourselves.  In 
a world where there are people who are seeking answers to their faith 
questions, who are exploring what it might mean to believe in something 
bigger than themselves, in a world where people are trying to make sense of 
big issues and concerns, we have something to offer.  And the world is 
inviting us to contribute.  Sometimes though, we feel too held back within 
ourselves.  It might be fear of what the other thinks and believes, and might 
say.  It might be a lack of confidence, it might be we just don’t know 
ourselves.   
 
God is working amongst the people who are around us.  Transforming lives.  
Do you remember a time when God had worked in your life?  You have 
something to contribute.   
 
To build capacity for us to understand, own and speak our faith, you are 
invited to taste what it is to wonder.  Refresh - Lay Leaders Conference, is 
just that place for you to grow in your capacity and begin a journey of 
exercising your heart to engage with a wondering world around you.   
 

Continued on page 9… 

 

Leadership Formation 
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… Continued from page8 
 
Refresh  with Ian Robinson 
 

Lay Leadership Conference 

10.00am—3.00pm Saturday 14 April 
Robert Dean Centre, Scotch Oakburn College, 
85 Penquite Road, Launceston 
 

RSVP Monday 2 April, 2018 to tas.office@victas.uca.org.au  
 

If you would like Denise to visit your congregation, to listen and share around 
leadership formation, contact Denise 0427 647 395 or denise.savage@ 
victas.uca.org.au 
 
 

 
 

Presbytery of 
Tasmania 

Grants  
Our Presbytery has been fortunate to receive 

a number of bequests over the years.  These 

bequests, along with funds from the sale of 

properties, can be used for Innovative 

Ministry, Education and Training and Children, Youth and Young Adult 

Ministry.   

Go Grants are up to $500 and aimed at giving support to ministry ideas 

and initiatives.   Your faith community may have some exciting ideas you 

would like to try out.  This grant is for you to be brave even if you aren’t 

sure how your idea will work out.   

Major projects that require larger amounts of money are developed in 

conjunction with a member of the Presbytery Ministry Team.  

For more information and to commence application contact the UCA 

Tasmanian Office on tas.office@victas.uca.org.au or 6331 9784 

mailto:denise.savage@%20victas.uca.org.au
mailto:denise.savage@%20victas.uca.org.au
mailto:tas.office@victas.uca.org.au
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Tasmanian Council of Churches’ Emergencies Ministry 
provides compassionate care in times of crisis. They provide emotional and 

spiritual care, personal support, and psychological first aid in the event of a 

disaster or emergency.  

They are seeking new volunteers from various Tasmanian faith communities 

to uphold their values of care, compassion, spirituality, respect and hope as 

they spend time with affected people during a crisis such as a fire or flood. 

Current volunteers are encouraged to attend one of the following courses as 

a refresher. Refresher courses are recommended every 2 years and required 

every 3 years. Please contact TCCEM if you are unsure when you last 

trained. 

The upcoming 1-day Psychological First Aid courses are: 

 Devonport April 7th 
 Rokeby June 23rd 

Details and the registration form are on our website at tccem.org.au under the 

‘Register for Training’ tab. 

Please contact the State Officer, Gus Yearsley, with any questions at 

gusy@tccem.org.au or through the contact form on their website. 

  

 
 
 
 

  

 

Collecting Used Stamps  
 

Sammy Stamp is the logo for the Uniting Church Adult Fellowship Special 
Needs Fund – Stamps, which provides grants for small projects not 
covered in the Synod Budget. Funds are raised by the sale of used stamps 
and Met cards (Melbourne) collected from churches, business houses and 
other organisations.   

Collecting and preparing stamps 
We encourage you to save all Australian and overseas stamps.  Please 
leave the stamps attached to paper and trim the stamps leaving a 2cm 
surround to enable adequate trimming room.  All stamps can be left or 
delivered to the UCA Tasmanian Office at 36 Paterson St in Launceston. 

 

 

tccem.org.au
mailto:gusy@tccem.org.au


10 

 

 Launceston Palm Sunday Walk is 

being planned for Sunday 25th of March. It will 

begin with a BYO picnic in Princes Square at 

12.30pm and conclude about 3.00pm in City Park. 

This is a positive community walk and joyful 

celebration, not a protest march and rally. Further 

information can be obtained from Jeff McKinnon of 

City Baptist at jeff@citybaptistchurch.net. 

 

 In 2018 the Moderator, Rev Sharon Hollis, 

would like to engage more in the mission areas of the wider 
church.  Traditionally the Moderator is invited to share in Sunday worship, 
but she would really like to share in the week day activities of 
congregations, agencies, etc.  If you know of places in your Presbytery 
that might like to host the Moderator mid-week to share their activities with 
her, please let them know that invitations will be received warmly by email 
Debra.Penaluna@victas.uca.org.auor phone (03) 9251 5216    
 

 In addition to the events indicated on page 5 there will be a Kentish 
Choral Festival on Monday 2 April  in association with the Kentish Arts 

Festival. For further information please contact Leoni Read. 526 Claude 
Road, Sheffield TAS 7306/or  email leoni.read@westnet.com.au as soon 
as possible. 

 

 A Vanuatuan Concert will be held at the Longford Uniting Church Hall, 

3 High St, Longford at 7pm on Sunday 29th April with profits to support a 
Dental Health Programme in Vanuatu. Cost is $25 and bookings are 
essential. Contact Martha Tymms on 0417 526 346 or 
tmtymms@gmail.com 

 

 The 15th Assembly meeting will be Sunday 8 July  -  Saturday 14 July 

2018 and is to be hosted by the Synod of Victoria and Tasmania at the 
Box Hill Town Hall, Melbourne. 

 

 Wanted: Pulpit size Good News Bible in reasonable condition for 

an elder from Vanuatu to take back to his country for use locally.  Contact 
Rev Colleen Grieve on 0437589755. 

 

 

 

 

This 

‘n 

That 

mailto:jeff@citybaptistchurch.net
mailto:Debra.Penaluna@victas.uca.org.au
mailto:leoni.read@westnet.com.au
mailto:tmtymms@gmail.com
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Praying for the Presbytery 
 
 
 

 
This month please remember in your prayers:  

 For Rohan Pryor, his family and the Presbytery of Tasmania as they 

navigate the use of his time and person, particularly during 2018. 

 For Jeff and Amanda as they prepare for a youth camp. For the youth 

who will attend. For all the intermingling generations of our church. 

 For Deirdre Palmer as she prepares to take up the role of President of 

the UCA and Stuart McMillan as he relinquishes this responsibility. For 

all of those attending Assembly as members or as supporters in the 

background. 

 For the people of Crossroads of all abilities who plan and celebrate 

together and for the event that they are preparing. 

 Refresh and renew us God. Particularly the leadership teams 

supporting and presenting the Refresh and Renew learning and 

growing events. 

 For all of us as we prepare for Holy Week and the remembrance of 
Good Friday/Easter. May we be models of dying and renewal.  
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March 

Fri 23 9.30am Re-Generations Wynyard UC 
 

April 
Sat 14 9.30am  Refresh Lay Leaders Conference. Scotch Oakburn  
    College, Launceston 
Mon 16   Renew School of Ministry, Bothwell (until Wed 18th) 
Mon 23   Youth Camp, Fingal 
Mon 23 10.30pm Resources and Development Committee, Launceston 
Tues 24 9.30am Pastoral Relations Committee, Launceston 
 

May 
Tues 17 10.00am Standing Committee, Launceston 
Mon 28 10.30am Resources and Development Committee, Launceston 
Tues 29 9.30am Pastoral Relations Committee, Launceston 
 
Advance Notice: Induction of Rev Fee Morrison into the Cradle Coast Parish 
Friday 27th July at the Burnie Uniting Church, Mount St., Burnie. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

More information about Refresh on previous page. 

What’s On 

 

Published and distributed in the week before the last Sunday of each month.   

Contributions received seven days prior to publication. 

Editor: Graham Booth 36 Paterson Street, Launceston, 7250 

or (03) 6331 9784 or tas.office@victas.uca.org.au 

Presbytery of Tasmania website:  https://www.victas.uca.org.au/tasmania 

 
 

mailto:office@victas.uca.org.au
https://www.victas.uca.org.au/tasmania

