Pentecost Year B - Questions on the Readings - 20 May 2018:

Acts 2:1-21

Questions:

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. What would it be like to hear about God’s deeds and power in not just spoken languages, but communication that which we experience in non-verbal ways?
3. How do you imagine that you would hear or experience the Spirit speaking?

4. Three responses are described to an amazing act of the Spirit: amazement, confusion and a sneering kind of doubt. Which of these do you normally experience?
5. Do you experience one more than others or none of them?
Ezekiel 37:1-14

Questions:

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. The people of Israel are defeated and living in exile in Babylon. How could Ezekiel's prophecy bring hope to a depressed people who feel as dead as "dry bones"?  
3. Here Ezekiel is prophesying that for God nothing, not even death, is beyond the realm of God’s mighty power. How can this prophecy bring us hope?
4. What dry bones in your life can you ask God to breathe new life into?

5. What or who needs your prophecy – who is God reaching through you?

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Questions:

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

3. How can we sing to the Lord as long as we live? (v34) Can we praise God always?
2. If you were to write your own psalm of praise to God for creation, what would you say? For what would you give thanks to God?
4. In what ways do you show your praise? Do you sing? Do you dance? Do you write?
5. How can you show your praise and gratitude in more ways?

Romans 8:22-27
Questions:

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. How reassuring is it to know that the Spirit helps us even when we don't know how to pray? When has the Spirit given you the words you needed to pray?
3. These verses give us the permission to grieve for life’s difficulty? How can they help us to grieve?
4. For what losses and disappointments do you sigh in a way that is too deep for words?
5. When you are struggling, how comforting is it to know that the Spirit will intercede for you in your difficulties. (v27)
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
Questions:

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. Jesus here promises us the gift of the Holy Spirit so that we will not be alone on our faith journey. Have there been times when you felt the Spirit helping you? What was it like? 
3. In what ways do you hope that the Spirit will “prove the world wrong”? What areas of life seem particularly detrimental and unfair?
4. The Spirit is sometimes known as the "Advocate" or "Comforter." In what ways can you relate to this person of the Trinity with these identifying descriptions?
5. Read the passage in an imaginative way, trying to imagine that you’re one of the disciples hearing this farewell discourse from Jesus. What are your emotions? Your reactions?
