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Issue No. 162                     June 2018 
 

Presbytery Gathering 
Invitation for all… 

9.30am – 3.00pm     Saturday 2 June 2018  

at Launceston Pilgrim Uniting Church 

  

Isabel Thomas Dobson Tim Matton-Johnson 

 

 Commissioning of Mr Rohan Pryor as Synod Liaison Minister by 

 Isabel Thomas-Dobson, former Moderator of VicTas Synod 

 Rev Tim Matton-Johnson will be preaching 

 Listening to each other about Sovereignty and Treaty                           

 (read how you can prepare for these conversations on page 2) 

 Launching new Presbytery of Tasmania website: https://ucatas.org.au 

Please note that there will be a cost for lunch.  RSVP Friday 25 May to the 
UCA Tasmanian Office  tas.office@victas.uca.org.au  or 6331 9784 

https://ucatas.org.au/events/category/presbytery/ 
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Opportunities 

Code of Ethics/Safe Church 
Code of Ethics:  10:00am  to 12.30pm 
Safe Church: 1.00pm  to 3.00pm 
North – Tuesday 21st August Westbury Uniting Church 
South  – Saturday 25th August at venue to be arranged 

Foundations of Safe Church Awareness for anyone who has not yet 
attended a Safe Church session or one since June 2017.   All leaders 
and those with Working with Children Checks are required to attend 
a Safe Church session.   
 

 

Presbytery Gatherin g 
 

In preparation for the Presbytery gathering’s conversation around Sovereignty 
and Treaty, you are invited to:   

 read the Preamble to the Constitution of 
the Uniting Church, 
https://assembly.uca.org.au/resources/c
ovenanting/item/668-the-revised-
preamble    

 watch one or more of the Walking Together 
videos, https://vimeo.com/album/3459179    

 reflect on what it would mean for you and the Church to continue 
walking together as First and Second Peoples, 

 come prepared to talk with others, share ideas, and work together 
for reconciliation. 

Craft Day In at Rowallan Park Community 
Centre, 42 Jindabyne Road, Kingston from 10am-5pm  
on Saturday  30th June and 11 August  featuring patch-
working for beginners, floral felting, card making, rock 
painting, scrapbooking, and jewellery making. More 
information from Rose 0447 089 856. 
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Reflection           Christ and St Menas 

Menas was an Egyptian soldier in the Roman army, martyred for his faith in 
about 309CE. Jesus and St Menas is a 6thcentury icon from the Monastery of 
Bawit in Middle Egypt, currently at the Louvre. It is one of the oldest known 
icons in existence. Legends and miracles surround the story of Menas. 

 

  

Copy of ancient icon Copy of modern version  written by 
Annette Packett 

The French do not call this icon Christ and Abba Menas, they title it ‘Christ 
and His Friend’.   Reflection upon this icon can be used to demonstrate what 
it is to live the Christian life, to do pastoral work and, more specifically, how to 
form disciples in Christ.  Rohan Pryor has the modern version on his desk at 
the Tasmanian Office. 
 

An icon is a window – look through it awhile… 

 

How does this icon speak to you of discipleship and  friendship with 
Christ? 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Menas (General discussion of St Menas 
including an interesting comment from the battle of El Alamein) 

http://www.copticchurch.net/topics/synexarion/manas.html (Coptic “Egyptian” 
Church discussion of the life of St. Menas) 

https://frjamescoles.wordpress.com/2009/06/22/icon-of-christ-and-his-friend/ 
(helps to understand some of the meaning in the icon) 
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120 Years of Continuous W orship  1898 - 2018 
 

On Sunday 8th July the Woodbridge Uniting Church will be celebrating 120 
years of continuous worship in their building. 

On ‘Black Friday’ 31 December 1897 a devastating bush fire destroyed the 
Union Chapel which served this rural 
community. Mr George Miles promptly 
donated land for the Wesleyan Methodists 
to build a new church. Home Missionary Mr 
A.R. Pratt led the people and despite the 
loss of orchards, farms and buildings, 
donations rolled in. On the 11th April 1898 
foundation stones (yes there are two of 
them) were laid by Aldermen G 
Hiddlestone Esq. Mayor of Hobart and W 
Smith Esq. of Hobart. 

At the first service in the new building on 17th July 1898, Mr Pratt preached 
from the words, “Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that 
build it.” 

From 1898 to 2009 the church was served by forty-three ministers or home 
missionaries under a variety of different oversights.  

At union in 1977 the Kingborough Circuit became known as the Uniting 
Church Kingborough Parish. In 1998 we were part of the Linked 
Congregations of Kingston, Taroona and Channel. From 2009 we became a 
stand-alone congregation within the Presbytery of Tasmania. 

Records show that a meeting of the Hobart 
District Synod in November 1924 a 
resolution was passed congratulating the 
Woodbridge circuit on its enterprise in the 
erection of a parsonage, and a schoolroom. 

Sadly the parsonage was lost in the 1967 
Bush Fires and never rebuilt. However the 
church buildings , although threatened by the 

flames, were saved, and the schoolroom/hall’s Baltic pine walls still resound 
with children’s’ voices during a reach out program to the local school. 
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All are welcome to share in this celebration, 
especially those who have had a connection with 
the Woodbridge church. We look to our future 
knowing that it is God’s Church and we are His 
people called to serve Him in the Channel area 
and beyond. 

https://ucatas.org.au/events/category/congregation/  

 
North East Tasmania Uniting Church  

Bridport and Scottsdale congregations 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations Corine!  
After a year of hard work, Corine King recently completed 
her Period of Discernment (POD), which was affirmed by 
the Pastoral Relations Committee of the Presbytery. The 
POD is a time of reflection, study and ministry practice 
aimed at discerning God’s leading in life and Ministry.  
Congratulations Corine on this achievement! May God bless 
you in your continuing ministry. 

Corine reflects …. “Upon completion of my POD I have felt a strong leading to 
commence studies and work in Pastor/Chaplain fields. I will be attending an 
interview on the 28th May at the Chapel in Royal Hobart Hospital with Paul 
Hueston –  Clinical Pastoral Supervisor, for further information on 
commencing my studies in Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE), with 
Tasmanian Association for Supervised Pastoral Education Inc (TASPE)”. 

If you want to read more about Corine’s story….https://ucatas.org.au/my-
long-journey-of-faith-over-40-years/   

Thirsty Ground Visit! 
On Saturday the 28th April, music group Thirsty Ground, treated a spellbound 
crowd to a wonderful concert at the Scottsdale Uniting Church. The group 
was led by Musical Director – Eleanor Tucker and accompanied by 
Tasmanian singer/songwriter – John Coleman 



6 

 

 The following day, they also blessed us with their participation in the 
combined service at Scottsdale, which was wonderfully led by Rev’d Graham 
Sturdy.  It was such a blessing to have the group visit, and their unique 
musical skills were appreciated by all those who attended.   

A big thankyou to Thirsty Ground for sharing their musical talents with us, and 
to all who supported the visit with providing billets, food, etc. A special 
thankyou to Ann Wilson for her expert organisational skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

More about Thirsty Ground  
“Thirsty Ground Choir  is a very special group within the Uniting Church, 
based at Hobart Scots Memorial,  and their desire to give back to the Lenten 
Offering, effectively paying forward the support they received, is an 
expression of this”  The choir received a Grant for $13,500 from the Lenten 
Appeal last year.  For more info https://crosslight.org.au/2017/06/21/group-
thirst-support-lenten-appeal/ 

Thirsty Ground will be visiting Ulverstone Uniting Church  25 to 27 May and 
a free concert will be held at Ulverstone UC on Saturday 26 May at 7:30pm. 

If your community would like to host an event with Thirsty Ground contact 
Hobart Scots Memorial 6231 4498 or scot-memorial@bigpond.com  
 

continued from page 9… 

You might to explore further questions that can help you or your community to 
grow in understanding, owning and sharing your faith.  We are called to be 
disciples of Christ, this is one way we can live out that calling.   
 
If you would like Denise to visit your congregation, to listen and share around 
leadership formation, contact Denise 0427 647 395 or denise.savage@ 
victas.uca.org.au  

Thirsty Ground in concert Thirsty Ground and Crew 
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 UCA Assembly meeting 2018  
Discerning the Spirit together 

 

 The Uniting Church in Australia hears the voice of God through the 
councils of our Church at the Assembly Meeting in July.  265 members 
will meet from across our Synods and Presbyteries to form a national 
decision-making body guided by the Holy Spirit. 

 The 15th Assembly meeting encourages community and listening to 
one another in openness and humility through a model of consensus 
decision-making. 

 The six-day Triennial Assembly is chaired by the President. 
 Reports are presented by Assembly agencies and groups with time for 

every voice to be heard. Discussions happen in small table groups, and 
questions are answered in plenary sessions. 

 

The business of the meeting falls into three broad categories:   
 holding the Assembly’s agencies and groups to account. 
 making decisions on matters the Assembly has a determining 

responsibility according to the Church’s Constitution. 
 making decisions that offer leadership and guidance to the Church. 

 

The Assembly meeting website includes: 
 Explorations on the theme:  Abundant Grace, Liberating Hope 
 Reports from the Assembly’s many agencies on the past three years of 

work, which provides inspiring insights into the breadth and depth of our 
common worship, witness and service through the Uniting Church 
across Australia and overseas.  

 Proposals on a range of important matters including recognition of 
marriage and same-gender relationships, domestic and family violence, 
voluntary assisted dying, climate change and the whole creation, 
recognition of sovereignty, and the Uniting Church’s response to the 
Royal Commission and provision of Redress.  

 Resources including nominations for the next Uniting Church President, 
including two ministers from our Synod: Apwee Ting and Sharon Hollis 

 For more information see https://uniting.church/, where you can 
subscribe for regular email updates throughout the Assembly meeting 

 Join us in 40 Days of Prayer:  We’ll be praying over the 40 days leading 
up to the 15th Assembly. 
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Register now  

 
UnitingWomen  is a biennial conference hosted by the Uniting Church in 
Australia with Christian women coming together in God’s name, finding 
acceptance, encouragement and inspiration. 
A spectacular program includes keynote speaker Eloise Wellings, an 
Australian whose personal faith motivates her running career and co-founder 
of Love Mercy, a foundation working to empower communities in Northern 
Uganda to overcome poverty.  
 
Along with the wise and wonderful women in leadership within the Uniting 
Church in Australia, we will be joined by Lyn Diefenbach, a professional artist 
and teacher inspired by Pope John Paul II's letter to all artists: "Artists of the 
world, may our many different paths all lead to that infinite ocean of beauty 
where wonder becomes awe, exhilaration and unspeakable joy .... May your 
art help to reaffirm true beauty, which as a glimmer of the Spirit of God will 
transfigure matter, opening the soul to the sense of the eternal." 
 
Sarah Hands will lead a workshop – 'Sharing wisdom and encouraging one 
another’ … to encourage and inspire women through hearing testimonies and 
conversations with women of all ages about their journey, the struggles and 
triumphs. 
 
The conference will be held this year in Brisbane.  For the most part in 
September, the sun is out and the heat of summer hasn’t arrived. 
UnitingWomen coincides with the Brisbane Festival with a thrilling program of 
theatre, music dance, circus, opera and other major public events culminating 
in Riverfire on 29 September.  
 

Early bird registrations for the conference close on 31 May. Apply via the 
Tasmanian Office for one of our grants to assist you to attend. 

Register here:     https://cre8itevents.eventsair.com/unitingwomen-
2018/registration/Site/Register 
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Days after the Royal Wedding, people were still talking about “that sermon”.  
Either in a positive or negative light - it was being talked about.  It’s not often 
a sermon invites so many people from across different countries, church 
goers and non church goers alike, to talk about it.   
 
As followers of Christ we are in a unique position to share some valuable 
insights with others, the deeper meaning and purposes of life.  We can be 
tasked with discovering with others, what their sense of meaning, of purpose 
is.  We can discover for ourselves and with others, our unique place in this 
world.  If the world didn’t have us, what would be missing?   
 
Conversations about meaning and purpose go beyond the weather, go 
beyond the inconvenience of not finding a park when you wanted to.  
Conversations about meaning and purpose invite us to raise deeper things in 
life.  Including faith.   
 
Think about something that is your favourite activity.  What is it about that 
activity that you really enjoy?  Why do you do it?  If you didn’t do that activity 
what would be missing from your life?   
 
These are questions that help us discover deeper meaning and purpose.  The 
challenge for us is to not only ask these questions of ourselves, of our 
communities of faith, but also with each other, and with those we share 
everyday activities of life with.   
 
Who is someone that you often interact with in your everyday life?  Perhaps it 
is a good friend you meet up with for a coffee, someone whom you went to 
school with (or do go to school with).  Perhaps it is one of your children.  
Could you ask that person some of these questions and invite a conversation 
about deeper meaningful things of life?  I wonder how asking these questions 
might open the possibility of sharing stories where faith is also a part of that 
deeper meaning of life.   
 
I would invite you to give this a go.  You might like to share the story of giving 
it a go with others and encourage them to have a go too.  You might like to 
share it across the presbytery - share it on social media, let Michelle Cook or 
the Tasmanian office know you’ve got an inspiring story to share on the 
Presbytery website.                 continued page 6… 

 

Leadership Formation 
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Praying for the Presbytery 

 
This month please remember in your prayers:  

 For Revs. Amanda and Will Nicholas and their family as they relocate to 
Geelong 

 For Corinne King and others who are exploring the call of God in their 
lives 

 For the faithful past at Woodbridge and many other small and larger 
communities and the transition into a faithful future 

 

 

Hello ☺ In my Safe Church role within the 
Presbytery, I am touching base with congregations 
to find out how they are going with the Keeping 
Children Safe (KCS) policies and procedures.   
 
The Synod now requires a report about how the Tasmanian congregations 
are going in implementing the KCS policies and procedures (2018 Tasmanian 
Revised Collection form).   
   
The link to the Synod Keeping Children Safe website is also an essential part 
of this process since it has all the up-to-date forms and 
information  https://ucavictas.org.au/keepingchildrensafe/resources/ 
  
Overall, Tasmanian congregations have done an excellent job of attending 
Safe Church Training, maintaining current working with children checks and 
reading the KCS (KCS1) & working with children check (WWC1) policy. 
  
Some areas that need urgent attention include: 

A.      Ensure all church councils as a group have adopted, and signed  
           i)    Form KCS3: Our Statement of Commitment 

ii)   Form KCS4: Keeping Children Safe Code of Conduct 
iii)  Form KCS5: Statement of Commitment to Induction and Training 
 

B.      Ensure that all church council members have personally signed a 
Code of Conduct (Form KCS4A) + those working with children/youth 

  
Thanks, Anthea Maynard 
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 Beth Vellecoop of King Island and Marcia 
Guy of St Helens are requesting copies of 
Together in Song . Contact the Tasmanian 
Office for more details. 
 

 Wanted: to borrow for KUCA Campout – a 
seven branch Menorah, a nine branch Hanukah 
Menorah and a small terracotta oil lamp. Contact 
the Tasmanian Office. 

 

 In 2018 the Moderator , Rev Sharon Hollis, 
would like to engage more in the mission areas of the wider church.  She 
would really like to share in the week day activities of congregations, 
agencies, etc.  If you know of places that might like to host the Moderator 
mid-week to share their activities with her, please know that invitations will 
be received warmly by email Debra.Penaluna@victas.uca.org.au or phone  
9251 5216 

    

 The Tasmanian Office has copies of  Building Emotional Health and 
Wellbeing –  A Pastoral Handbook for Ministry with  Children and their 
Families available at no  cost.   

 

 Wanted: Pulpit size Good News Bible  in reasonable condition for 
an elder from Vanuatu to take back to his country for use locally.  Contact 
Rev Colleen Grieve on 0437589755. Thanks for the response to this. 
Another of the group has a similar need if you are able to find a copy. 

 
 Congregation Checklist for June:  Have you sent a copy (hard or 

electronic) of your Annual Maintenance Logbooks due by the end of the 
month. What about the Review of your Safe Church Policies ?  Look out 
for Insurance Premiums  and Online Church Surveys . 

  

 

This 

‘n 

That 



12 

 

 
 

June 
Sat 2 9.30am Presbytery Gathering, Pilgrim UC, Launceston 
Thur 21 10.00am Presbytery Standing Committee, Launceston 
Mon 25 10.30am Resource and Development Committee, Launceston 
Tues 26 9.30am Pastoral Relations Committee, Launceston 
 

July  
Sun  8 to Sat 14  National Assembly Meeting, Melbourne 
Fri 27 7.30pm  Induction of Rev Fee Morrison into the Cradle Coast 
    Parish, Burnie Uniting Church 
 
 

 
See page 8 for more information 

 
 

 

 

What’s On 

 

Published and distributed in the week before the last Sunday of each month.   
Contributions received seven days prior to publication. 
Editor: Graham Booth PO Box 1076, Launceston, 7250 
or (03) 6331 9784 or tas.office@victas.uca.org.au 
Presbytery of Tasmania website:  https://www.victas.uca.org.au/tasmania 
 


