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Questions:

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. What is the background story to Samuel learning from Eli God's prophet? 

3. How did Eli perceive/discern that it was God calling to Samuel? 
4. This story is a little like passing the baton from Eli to Samuel. When have you had to "pass the baton" and to whom? How did you work it through? 

5. Have you ever had a sense of God's call on your life? What did you do about it?
Questions:

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?
2. How does it make you feel to think that God knows us and surrounds us all the time? (vv5-6)

3. Do you feel,  "fearfully and wonderfully made" (v14)? How does this help your self-esteem?
4. Does it matter that God is beyond, around and within us? How do you understand this?

5. Can we ever fully understand God? Does this matter?
Deuteronomy 5:12-15
Questions:

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?
2. What was the Sabbath originally intended for? How has this changed in today's world? 

3. Why is there a reminder to God's people to remember the Exodus from Egypt? (v15) 

4. Does work include feeding your animals and milking cows on a sabbath? How would you justify working on Sunday?
5. Is there a good reason to have a sabbath day? How do you practise sabbath in your life?
2 Corinthians 4:5-12
Questions:

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. Paul writes with a personal voice about suffering and persevering through affliction, faith deepening rather than wavering in times of trial. What times of affliction have you experienced? Has your faith wavered? How has it strengthened?  (vv8-10)
3. Paul paints our afflictions as "momentary" when we compare them with the weight of eternity. When has time moved very slowly for you? How did you keep the bigger picture view of eternity?
4. Paul encourages the faithful to put our struggles in perspective. How do you keep your perspective as you work through suffering?  

5. How is the life of Christ made visible in your life? Would other people know you were a Christian without saying so?(v10)
Mark 2:23-3:6
Questions:
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. What is Mark's Jesus saying to the Pharisees by: "Have you never read what David did..?" (2:25) Are there exceptions to strict adherence to sabbath? What about farmers and animals?
3. What does it mean for you that "the sabbath was made for humankind, and not humankind for the sabbath;"  (2:27) How do you practise sabbath? 

4. Remember what happened in your family some 2 generations ago.   Then nobody "worked" on Sunday - not even to stitch a button on a shirt, or cook a meal. How have attitudes to sabbath changed over the years?
5. What is your understanding of sabbath for your faith journey today?  

