Pentecost 4B–17 June 2018
We acknowledge the Aboriginal  people,

 the first inhabitants of this place from time beyond remembering.
We gather as God’s people
GREETING 
(Light the Christ candle) 



Sisters and brothers in Christ….. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

As we gather here today, we acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
 

SONG  TiS 738 “My Jesus, my saviour”

WELCOME – Welcome everyone to worship on this 4th Sunday in the Season after Pentecost. Welcome to our visitors. Today we focus on how we are called to be seeds of God’s kingdom spreading God’s love wherever we go! 
SENTENCE 

Jesus says: “The kingdom of God is like a mustard seed. It is one of the smallest seeds but when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs.” (Mk 4:31,32)
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 (Psalm 20)
God answers our prayers & protects us in the day of trouble 
God strengthens those we cherish close to our hearts.  

Some take pride in what they can see and hear,
but we take pride in God’s loving activity in our lives. 

This gives us good reason to shout with joy 
for we believe that when we do call upon the Lord, 
our prayers are heard and answered.  
Let us worship God with gladness and joy! Amen

SONG  TiS 63 "Let all the peoples praise you O Lord"
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Lord Jesus we remember special people who 
generously sowed the seeds of faith in our lives.  
We recognise how you have blessed our lives 

with the gift of the Holy Spirit so our faith can grown.  
Lord hear us: help us to spread the seeds of your love

We confess the times we fail to plant seeds of faith in the lives of others; the times when our own agendas become more important than yours; the times when we have failed to nurture other’s growth in the faith;

Lord hear us: help us to spread the seeds of your love


Lord Jesus Christ, when we lose our connection with you, 
our lives becomes parched and unfruitful; 

our faith becomes stunted and dry.  
Bless and renew our lives, we pray, so that we remain connected to you at all times and in all places,  strengthening our faith to expand and, growing strongly and vigorously,  to bear the fruit of your mercy, your love, your undying life. 
Lord hear us: help us to spread the seeds of your love.  Amen.

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
The Apostle Paul wrote: “if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!”  Rust in Christ’s word of grace

YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

DOXOLOGY TiS 716 "Father we adore you"
We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
Ezekiel 17:22-24
EARLY WORD  
SONG  TiS 417 “Loving Spirit, loving Spirit”

GOSPEL
 Mark 4: 26-34
SERMON 
The myth of constant busyness?  
We respond to God’s Word
SONG
TiS 745 "Seek ye first the Kingdom of God"

OFFERING AND DEDICATION

Generous God, receive these gifts as signs of our thanks and praise for your precious gift of your Spirit, who nurtures the seeds of faith planted within us.  May these gifts and our lives bring forth a mighty harvest in Jesus’ name.  Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Loving God, hear our prayers: come live among us. 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Creating God, 
even as you planted the majestic cedar tree and made it tall, so you also help us to bear fruit, even in old age.

Loving God, hear our prayers: come live among us. 

Lord Jesus, help us look at you and others with eyes of faith. Help us to bear fruit in the way we love and serve others Loving God, hear our prayers: come live among us. 

Creating God, yours is a seed-planting kingdom. 
Nurture the kernel of life in every person gathered 
So it can sprout and produce an abundant harvest. 

Loving God, hear our prayers: come live among us. 

Holy Spirit, leaders rise and fall like trees in a storm. 
Give us the wisdom to rely on God's leading in our lives.

Loving God, hear our prayers: come live among us. 

God, help us to minister to those who seek wholeness of life who want their hope invigorated, their love rekindled. 
Be with us in all we say and do in Christ's name

Loving God, you hear our prayers: You live among us.
We are sent out as God's people
SONG  TiS 687 “ God gives us a future”
COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go from here as seeds of God’s love, 

securely planted in the protection and strength of God
Go as seeds connected to the life and love of Jesus Christ
Go as seeds nurtured by

the energy and power of the Holy Spirit, always! 
Go now in peace to love and serve the Lord!

In the name of Christ! Amen!

BLESSING SONG TiS 779 “May the feet of God”
