Pentecost 6B –1 July 2018
We acknowledge the Aboriginal people,

 the first inhabitants of this place from time beyond remembering.
We gather as God’s people
GREETING  Light Christ candle - sisters & brothers in Christ ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
As we gather here today, we acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
 

CHORUSES  
 
SiS 27 “Be still and know that I am God””
TiS 647 “Comfort, comfort all my people”

WELCOME – Welcome everyone to worship on this 4th Sunday in the Season after Pentecost. Welcome to our visitors. Today we focus on how when the risen Jesus turns up the old life a dies and new life rises up where there once was none.

SENTENCE 
In today’s Gospel reading from Mark 5: 
We hear how a woman bleeding for 12 years reaches out and touches Jesus clothes. Immediately she is healed. Jesus says to her, “Daughter your faith has made you well, go in peace and be healed of your disease.”
CALL TO WORSHIP 

In the midst of life’s chaos, at the heart of our discontent,

within the fragments of human brokenness: 

Lives the healing presence of God.
Beyond our fears and misgivings, before the excuses and doubts, at home within the honest and vulnerable:
Lives the healing power of God.

Come, let us not pretend we do not know these places. 

Let us face reality - for in our facing and accepting,

Lives the healing embrace of God.

SONG  TiS 210 “O for a thousand tongues to sing”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION people to look at their hands.
Lord Jesus Christ, you used your hands to heal; to lift up; to bless; to sow kindness and tenderness in desolate lives.
Forgive us when we fail to reach out in love.
Lord Jesus Christ, you used your hands to bear others burdens and to feed the hungry.
Forgive us when we use our hands only for ourselves.
Lord Jesus Christ, you used your hands to welcome and to include outcasts. 
Forgive us when we use our hands to exclude others. 
Lord Jesus Christ, open our hands and our hearts to love as you love and to care as you care.  Help us to include those who feel excluded because of their race, religion, sexuality, gender, age, disability, or other barriers between us. 
Lord Jesus Christ, help us to accept people as you accept them, as people made in the image of, and precious to God, in your name. Amen

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
While we didn’t even know God, while we were still sinners, Christ died and rose again for us.
YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

DOXOLOGY “For you, deep stillness”

For you, (hands down) 

deep stillness of the silent inland (hands on chest)
for you, deep blue of the desert skies (hands up)
for you, flame red of the rocks and stones, (fists)
for you, sweet water from hidden springs. (fingers drip)
From the edges seek the heartlands (hands on heart) 
and when you’ re burnt by the journey (head bowed) 
may the cool winds of the hovering spirit (fingers cool)
soothe and replenish you (hand up) 
in the name of Christ, (one hand on heart) 
in the name of Christ. (other hand on heart)

Last time slow - in …the… name… of… Christ…
©1997 Words Julie Perrin & Music Robin Mann. 
We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
Mark 5:21-34
EARLY WORD   
The little girl tried to get up but she lay back down right away. Her head felt like it was spinning. She asked for more blankets.

The little girl’s mother said it was a fever. Her father put his cool hand on her hot forehead. (Place your hand on your forehead.)

(Listeners repeat after you…) Get well little girl. Please get well.
In the morning, she was worse. When her mother brought soup (cup hands as if offering soup to someone), she took only one bite. When her father held the kitten up outside her window, she was too sick to smile. (Hold up pretend kitten and say, “Meow.”)

(Listeners repeat after you…) Get well little girl. Please get well.

She heard her mother and father talk about going to find Jesus. Then the little girl didn’t remember more. She was too sick.
The next thing she knew, she heard someone say, “Talitha cum” which means “Little girl get up.”

The little girl opened her eyes. She saw Jesus kneeling beside her. Jesus took her hand, ready to help her sit up.

The little girl sat up and then she stood up. She didn’t feel sick at all. Her mother and father hugged her joyfully.

(Listeners repeat after you…) Get well little girl. Please get well.

God healed you little girl. You got well!

Jesus laughed and said, “She must be hungry. Bring her something to eat.”

The little girl was very hungry. Bread with honey and raisins had never tasted better!

SONG  TiS 236 “Jesus’ hands were kind hands”
GOSPEL
 Mark 5:35-43

SERMON 
“Is the Church dying?”
We respond to God’s Word
SONG
TiS 690 “Beauty for brokenness”

OFFERING AND DEDICATION

God of healing love, receive and bless these gifts and our lives. As Jesus transformed people’s lives with the healing power of his love, may we share that love with others through these gifts, our love and our witness, in Jesus’ name.  Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of David: have mercy upon us! 

And grant us your peace. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Loving Lord Jesus, 
we human beings can be like the blind beggar 
in Mark's gospel, sitting on the side of the road 
hoping to hear the sounds of your coming.
We can be like the Canaanite woman 
begging for the crumbs that fall from your table.
We can be like the woman who was sick for so many years 
who reached out to touch the hem of your garment.
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of David: have mercy upon us! 

And grant us your peace. 

Have mercy upon people who cannot see a future,
Have mercy upon those who are sick and cannot get well,
Have mercy upon people hardened by life experiences 
which make it difficult for them to love, to heal or to forgive,
Have mercy upon those who suffer from injustice, 

war, violence, persecution and prejudice.
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of David: have mercy upon us! 

And grant us your peace. 

Lord Jesus help us to touch  the hem of your coat, 
so that we can receive your healing
Strengthen our faith so that we can be well. 
Help us to see like blind Bartimaeus 
that you love us and have not forgotten our needs.
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of David: have mercy upon us! 

And grant us your peace. Amen.

We are sent out as God's people
SONG  TiS 585 “I heard the voice of Jesus say”

.

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go out now to share the hope of the Gospel;

the hope of new life in Jesus Christ always;
And as you go:
may the love of God surround and keep you;

may the peace of Christ fill you; and may 
the Holy Spirit give you courage for your journey always!

BLESSING SONG TiS 779 “May the feet of God”
