Pentecost 6B- Questions on the Readings
 1 July 2018 


2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27

Questions:
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?
2. Have you experienced mourning the loss of a loved one? What was it like? (v17)
3. What did you do to assist your mourning and work through your grief?

4. Why would writing a poem or song be a helpful expression of mourning? What does it do for the mourner?

5. What songs, poetry or music might be helpful to assist someone's mourning?

Psalm 30
Questions:
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. Psalm 30 is a song of thanksgiving with highs and lows: praise, thanks, arrogance, desertion, pain, desperation, bargaining, mourning, joy and gratitude. How can this connect with a wide range of people?
3. Ps 30 affirms those of us who are still “weeping in the night,” and waiting for the joy that comes in the morning. What is healthy about grieving before we give thanks?
4. In reading this psalm, what emotions are you feeling? Why are you feeling those particular emotions?

5. Is there a story of a time in your life that led you to gratitude and thanksgiving for God’s work in your life?

2 Corinthians 8:7-15

Questions:
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?
2. How much is enough? Do we need to give everything away so that we are destitute?
3. Paul implies that a maturing faith will show that our desire to give will grow and flourish naturally. How has your desire to give changed over the years?  

4. Where are you now in the spectrum of giving?

5. How does your faith help you in providing for the necessities of others? (v15)
Mark 5:21-43

Questions:
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?
2. When Jesus says, "Daughter, your faith has made you well" (v34) what has he also healed? (her relationships with her family, her community, and God?) How can our faith make us well? 

3. Do you know anyone like Jairus who would risk so much to save his child? 
4. Healing may mean something different from being cured of an illness. How have you experienced healing in your life?

5. What societal boundaries are you willing to cross so you can aid others in healing? 
