Pentecost 7B – 8 July 2018
We acknowledge the Aboriginal people,

 the first inhabitants of this place from time beyond remembering.
We gather as God’s people
GREETING  Light Christ candle - sisters & brothers in Christ 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

As we gather here today, we acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
 

SONG  TiS 778 “Shalom to you now”

WELCOME 
SENTENCE 
In today’s Gospel reading from Mark 6: 
“Jesus sent the disciples out two by two and gave them authority to preach repentance and to heal. He ordered them to take nothing with them for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts, but to wear sandals and one set of clothes.” (vv 7,8)
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Let us praise God here, in awe of God’s steadfast love. 
Your name, O God, reaches to the ends of the earth...
Let the whole world rejoice because of your righteousness.
We share the message of God’s greatness where we go
So that all generations will know that this is our God.
Let us worship God with gladness and song.

SONG  TiS 53 “Come sing praises to the God above”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, can we truly say with Paul that we do not boast about ourselves or our achievements? 
God forgive us the times we ignore you, and rely on our own strength to do things our own way.
Paul talks about power being made perfect in weakness. 
Forgive us when we dominate others to get ahead in life. 
Paul says that he boasts of his weaknesses so that the power of Christ may dwell in him.
Forgive us when we use our power selfishly, ignoring that Christ-given power in us freeing us to be vulnerable.
Jesus says “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.”  God, permeate our lives with your grace, so that we can affirm with Paul that we are content with weaknesses for your sake, and fill us with the belief that it is when we allow ourselves to be empowered by you, that we are truly strong.  Amen

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
Jesus’ grace is sufficient for us all - sufficient for us to be forgiven in his name.  Receive that grace and rejoice in Christ’s power which lives in us. 
YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

DOXOLOGY TiS 106 verse 1 “Now thank we all”
We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
2 Cor 12:2-10
EARLY WORD   
· Ask the children if they were going to boast about something what would it be? Possibly it may be about possessions, or achievement... 
· Tell in a worried voice how I couldn’t work out a particular maths problem - have them ask another to help. This one says in a “know-all” - “boasting “ way - something like: “I’m good at maths - I never have to worry about it - I know the answer- and I’m not going to tell you...” - going on to ridicule the person for not knowing what to do. The third person then comes forward and says that they are happy to help... Do this three times with different contexts - an English or languages problem - or physics -whatever... 
· Ask the children which person who was asked to help was really concerned enough to do so...also point out how the person asking for help was making themselves vulnerable and open to ridicule by the one who wouldn’t help. 
· It’s better to appear weak and vulnerable than to be overbearing and boastful. Greatness in Paul’s eyes is knowing that he is living as Jesus wants him to - knowing that his power is seen in his weakness than it would be if he were boasting about his achievements and ridiculing others for not achieving the same as he could. 

SONG
TiS 607 "Make me a channel of your peace"
GOSPEL
 Mark 6:1-13   
SERMON “Travelling light”

We respond to God’s Word
SONG  TiS 650 “Brother, sister let me serve you”

OFFERING AND DEDICATION

As the disciples went out and proclaimed the gospel in word and deed, so may we do likewise. God bless and use all our words and actions, shown through these gifts and our lives, as we strive to be strong, yet humble followers of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

God hear us: help us share your ways of love and peace.
Loving God, we believe that you send us out to do your work in our community, to face indifference, to spread the good news of the Kingdom of God, to have people turn their backs on us, to be your prophets, to be laughed at, to heal the sick, to be dismissed, to travel light, sometimes broke and sometimes penniless, and sometimes rich and wealthy.
Lord hear us: help us share your ways of love and peace.

Lord Jesus, you remind us to shake the dust off of our shoes when we are not welcome and not listened to. You remind us that in our weakness you are strong. You remind us that in all of this you too, were rejected and a scandal to many.
Lord hear us: help us share your ways of love and peace.

Lord, today some of us step out of our comfort zones to share the good news of your love. We can be treated with indifference, suspicion, or outright rejected. Lord, pour your healing salve into the wounds we carry.
Lord hear us: help us share your ways of love and peace.

Today, some of us struggle with the pains of living. Some of us find it hard to lift our feet to shake the dust off our shoes.  Give us good shoes for rough roads. Pour your healing grace over us that makes Christ’s power perfect in our weakness.
Lord hear us: help us share your ways of love and peace.

Today, some of us feel like inadequate to do the things you call us to do.  Pour your steadfast love into us that we may see ourselves as you see us, and keep moving forward into the future, persevering in the faith as Christ did. Amen.
We are sent out as God's people
SONG  TiS 468 “We are your people”
COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go now, for God has called you, Christ has sent you,

and Spirit has empowered you.

And as you may the love of God surround and keep you,

may the grace of Christ live in you, and may the power of the Holy Spirit fill you always. Amen
BLESSING SONG TiS 779 “May the feet of God”

