Pentecost 10B –29 July 2018

We acknowledge the Aboriginal people,

 the first inhabitants of this place from time beyond remembering.
We gather as God’s people
GREETING 
(Light the Christ candle) 



Sisters and brothers in Christ….. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

As we gather here today, we acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.


 
SONG
TiS 655 "O let the Son of God enfold you"
WELCOME – Welcome everyone to worship on this 9th Sunday in the Season after Pentecost.
THEME Jesus is Lord of our lives, not just a filling station to feed us with what we need. Jesus is not just the One who feeds us, loves us and heals us. He is the One who calls us to love and serve other people. 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Fools say in their hearts, “There is no God”. 
We worship the God who loves us.
We rejoice in the love of Jesus which lives in our hearts 
We worship the God who loves us.
To God be glory, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

now and for ever. Amen.

SONG 

TiS 474 "Here in this place"

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Loving God, when serve our own interests rather than serving the way Jesus served, healing and nurturing others.
God hear our prayer: God forgive us.

God when we forget that Jesus came to save us, not just to serve our needs; to teach us how to share his love with others  
God hear our prayer: God forgive us.

God, when we want to be in control of our lives rather than let Jesus lead us; when we forget that Jesus is Lord of our lives. 
God hear our prayer: God forgive us.

God forgive us and by the power of your Spirit, help us to follow Jesus as he wants us to do, witnessing to Jesus’ love and compassion in all we say and do., in Jesus’ name.  Amen

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS (Ephesians 3:20)
Through the power of the Holy Spirit in us, God is able to accomplish far more than all we can ask or imagine. So, hear and believe the good news that in Jesus Christ:
YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

DOXOLOGY TiS 716 “Father we adore you”

Father we adore you.

Arms up

Lay our lives before you. 
Arms down

How we love you! 

Arms up

Jesus we adore you.

Arms up

Lay our lives before you. 
Arms down

How we love you! 

Arms up

Spirit we adore you.

Arms up

Lay our lives before you. 
Arms down

How we love you! 

Arms up

We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING  Ephesians 3:14-21
EARLY WORD   Monologue: Five Loaves and Two Fish  
(Matt 14:15-21, Mk 6:35-44, Lk 9:12-17, Jn 6:1-15)

It was just an ordinary day – hot and hazy. I had got up really early, before the sun. To get to the boat. To get fishing. I love fishing. The quiet stillness of the Sea of Galilee. The time to just be on my own, to be myself - no distractions, no expectations, no one to bug you or put you down… and usually, no fish either. Out here on the water, it doesn’t matter if I don’t have enough – if I don’t catch any fish. But today was different, I had a few nibbles to start with, and then just as the sun was rising, I caught one, and then soon after a second. These were going to be great in my lunch. 

I didn’t want to leave the sea. To go back home, to the chaos just before Passover as everyone is getting ready. I know, they keep saying how important that history is to remember – ‘for our identity’ they say – the Passover in Egypt when we marked the doorposts, the escape across the Red Sea with the unleavened bread, and the way God provided in the wilderness, sending manna from heaven every morning. There’s so much of the story about bread I usually get hungry listening. I knew that today was the last day for me to get my hands on some regular warm fresh bread before the flatbread of Passover – so I grabbed 5 small loaves to put with my fish. This was going to be a good lunch. 

It was then that I saw the crowd, all the people - there must have been thousands! I’d seen lots of people once in the city, but here they were – in the middle of no-where where I like to hide out and pass away the time. I finally noticed the centre of attention – a man surrounded by people edging him toward the mountain. Yet he was totally calm, and talking and praying and touching what looked like sick people. I got closer. The man smirked a bit and asked in a loud voice about how they were going to buy bread for all these people to eat. A guy near him looked a little panicky – there were a lot of people. How was he going to get enough money? You can’t buy bread around here anyways. A couple of other guys took notice of my little lunch and soon they were parading my fresh fish and bread around. I was proud of my fish. The man made everyone sit down in the grass. And he prayed – said grace. It reminded me of all those Passover prayers the adults do. And do you know what, he started passing out my bread and my fish down one row and then another and pretty soon everyone was eating and laughing and sharing and having a grand old time. I kind of lost track of time and ate some food myself and then what do you know, they were gathering up leftovers – 12 baskets full. I’d never seen anything like it. I don’t know what all happened that day, and who that man was, but for once in my life, it was me who had enough.

~ written by Mark Diller Harder, St. Jacobs Mennonite Church, January 2010. Posted in the From Our Churches archive on the Mennonite Church Canada Resource Centre

SONG TiS 239 "Jesus the Lord said"

GOSPEL
John 6:1-21 

SERMON  Is Jesus just a filling station?
We respond to God’s Word
SONG
TiS 693 "Come as you are"

OFFERING AND DEDICATION

Generous God, we thank you for blessing us with the riches of your glory -the depth of your love for us so clearly revealed in Jesus. We respond with these gifts and pray that you will bless them and all our efforts to enrich the lives of others through our witness, our love and our generosity.   In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Lord hear us: Help us to love one another in this way 

God, you, love us from the moment of our conception,

You know us and you love us 
from before the moment of our first breath,

and you love us when we first see the light of day.

As a parent loves their child before they ever sees it,

so you love us—and we thank you.

God hear us: Help us to love one another in this way

God you love us from the time of our naming

You love us in our growing and walk beside us 

as we explore the world with eager hands and eyes

As a parent loves their child as they see them grow 

so you love us—and we thank you.

Lord hear us: Help us to love one another in this way....

God, you love us as we mature and seek our way,

You love as we become aware of the world around us,

You even love us when we say no and when we stray.

As a parent loves their child as they find their way in life, 

so you love us even when we sin and fall..

Lord hear us: Help us to love one another in this way....

God, we thank you for loving us when we are unloving 

for caring for us when we are uncaring,

and for calling to us when we go far away from you
Lord hear us: Help us to love one another in this way....

Lord hear our prayers of love this day for those around us, 

for those who struggle to grow in their faith:  (add prayers)
Lord hear us: Help us to love one another in this way....

We ask all these things in Jesus 'name. Amen, 

We are sent out as God's people
SONG  TiS 409 "O breath of life come sweeping through us"

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go now in peace, to love and serve the Lord!
And as you go may you be:

enriched by the abundant love of God,
nourished  by the self-giving love of  Jesus Christ
strengthened by the life-giving power 
of the Holy Spirit, always! Amen

BLESSING SONG 

TiS 779 “May the feet of God walk with you”

