Pentecost 11B – 5 August 2018
We acknowledge the Aboriginal people,

 the first inhabitants of this place from time beyond remembering.
We gather as God’s people
GREETING 
(Light the Christ candle) 




Sisters and brothers in Christ….. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

As we gather here today, we acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
SONG 
TiS 778 "Shalom to you now"
WELCOME – to our worship here at the ..... Uniting Church. Today we focus on how we can grow in our faith and be nourished in our Spirit, by the Bread of Life Jesus Christ.
CALL TO WORSHIP 

You call your people to prayer and praise in many ways.

Gather us today like you called the people of Israel to gather manna in the desert to eat and sustain life. 

God of unity, give us this day our daily bread.

Offer us the food we need to remain faithful to you.

We desire to receive food that lasts — faith, hope, and love.  

God of grace, give us this day our daily bread.

All life is created and nourished by you!

May we grow in our faith and understanding of you - 

the ways you nourish us with the Bread of Life.
Holy Spirit, come! Give us this day our daily bread.

SONG  TiS 655 "O let the Son of God enfold you"

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Generous God,  we confess our hunger for material things, 

Yet we fail to help everyone have enough to eat and drink,

God hear us: God forgive us.

Lord Jesus, we confess our hunger for spiritual food,

Yet we try to satisfy this with things we can buy,

We want to meet you yet we ignore you in our lives –

God hear us: God forgive us.

Lord Jesus, teach us to hunger after the things that really matter. Help us by your Spirit to choose the path of loving 
and serving others that Jesus travels before us. Amen. 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS (Ephesians 4:1-16)
The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. Those who believe in Jesus are not only forgiven, but are fed and sustained by him. So I declare to you Christ's word of grace to us:

YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

DOXOLOGY TiS 712 “Create in us a clean heart O God”

We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
Ephesians 4:1-16 
EARLY WORD   All breads are useful!
· Different breads – all have a use 

· Sliced bread makes?
· Buns make?

· Rolls make?

· Loaves make?

· Flat bread makes?

· Everyone of us has gifts =- things we are good at!

SONG
TiS 239 "Jesus the Lord said"

GOSPEL
 Mark 6:24-35 
SERMON “Growing Up in the Faith”

We respond to God’s Word
OFFERING & DEDICATION Lord Jesus Christ, bless these gifts and our lives offered in response to the blessings we receive as we are nourished and fed by your life - spiritual food which endures and transforms lives. May we bless others by being signs of your transforming work in the world, sharing bread with the hungry and witnessing to our belief in you, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Loving God, you hear our prayers: You live among us.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Loving Creator God, when we complain that we cannot see your hand at work in our lives, remind us of the wilderness journey of the Israelites. Help us believe and live in patience, as your purpose for us unfolds in our lives.

Loving God, you hear our prayers: You live among us.
Lord Jesus Christ, when we suffer the consequences of our own wrongdoings,  help us to humbly confess our sin. 

Loving God, you hear our prayers: You live among us.
Holy Spirit, when we eat our fill of food for today, help us give you thanks by sharing what we have with those less fortunate.
Loving God, you hear our prayers: You live among us.
God by your Spirit, 
build us up in love, and help us to use the gifts you give us, to share the bread of life with those who are hungry for it.
Loving God, you hear our prayers: You live among us.
Lord Jesus true bread from heaven, enliven your Spirit within us, so we may feed on the food that endures for eternal life.

Loving God, you hear our prayers: You live among us.
Healing God, 
we pray for those with physical and spiritual needs in our community, those among us who struggle with pain of living. 

Loving God, you hear our prayers: You live among us.
Loving God, you hear our prayers for you live within and around us. Amen
We are sent out as God's people
SONG  TiS 569 "Guide me O thou great Jehovah"

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go now, filled to the brim with the blessings of God; 

And as you go:

May the love of God surround and keep you;
may the Bread of life, Jesus Christ, 
feed you with the food that lasts; 
may the power of the Holy Spirit 
nourish and strengthen you in the faith, always! Amen!

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ. Amen. 
BLESSING SONG TiS 781 "Father bless us as we go"
