Pentecost 12B- Questions on the Readings - 12 August 2018

2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33

Questions: 
1.David is conflicted within himself - he is both the father of Absolom and king. Why would he issue an order to his army to deal gently with Absolom? 
2. What deeper meaning might the line "the forest claimed more victims that day" carry? 
3. It is not unusual for families to suffer conflicts. What can we learn from David's grief in verse 33?

4. How easy is it to watch the mistakes our adult children make and yet not interfere? 

5. How have you dealt with family conflicts? What is needed to resolve these? 

Psalm 130

Questions: 
1.What kind of a psalm is 130? Where might you use it in worship?
2. How comforting to know is it that we can cry out to God even in the deepest darkness? (v1)
3.How can we use lament in our worship today? When is lament a healthy expression of faith? 

4. What is the hope expressed for followers of Jesus in the final two verses? 
5. How easy is it for you to pray? When do you do it? How have your prayers been answered? 
Ephesians 4:25-5:2

Questions: 
1.Is Paul asking us to do the impossible? How can we be "imitators of God"? (5:1)

2. We may not achieve perfect holiness in this world, but this passage from Ephesians gives us some practical hints on how we can begin trying to imitate God. Name these.
3. With God, the impossible becomes possible. What steps can we take to be more like Christ in the way we live? 

4. How does love of neighbour tie in with being truthful, being honest and trustworthy, being kind and forgiving?
5. How important is it for you, as a follower of Jesus, to live your life with integrity? How do you try to do this? Name some examples.
John 6:35, 41-51 

Questions: "The living bread"??? 
1.If Jesus is "the bread of life" what kind of hunger does he satisfy? What kind of thirst does he quench? (v35)
2. What were the Jews doing by complaining that they "knew" Jesus as the son Joseph? (v42)
3.How do we listen and learn from God? (v45) 

4. How does "the bread of life" nourish and satisfy you in your life? (v51)

5. How does "the bread of life" nourish and satisfy you in the life of the congregation? (v51)

