Pentecost 15B – 2 September 2018
We acknowledge the First Peoples of this land, 

we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging
We gather as God’s people
GREETING  Light Christ candle  Sisters and brothers in Christ 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

As we gather here today, we acknowledge the First Peoples of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
 

SONG TiS 747 "The Lord is my light..."

WELCOME – Welcome everyone to worship on this 15th Sunday in the Season after Pentecost. A special welcome to our newcomers!
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 Psalm 15 

Who may worship in your sanctuary, Lord?
Who may enter your presence on your holy hill?

Those who live with integrity, who do what is right,
and who speak the truth from sincere hearts.

Those who refuse to gossip, or harm their neighbours
or speak evil of their friends?
Those who despise flagrant sinners,
and honour those who follow God;
those who keep their promises no matter what the cost.
Those who lend money without charging interest,
and who cannot be bribed to lie about the innocent.
Such people will stand firm forever.
Let us stand firm as we worship God together! Amen!
SONG  TiS 137 "For the beauty of the earth"

PRAYER ,OF THANKSGIVING
For the expanding grandeur of Creation, 

worlds known and unknown,  galaxies beyond galaxies, 

filling us with awe and challenging our imaginations:
 God we give you thanks: God we give you thanks 

For this fragile planet earth, 

its times and tides, its sunsets and seasons:
For the joy of human life, 

its wonders and surprises, its hopes and achievements:
God we give you thanks: God we give you thanks 

For our human community, 

our common past and future hope, 

our oneness transcending all separation, 

our capacity to work for peace and justice 

in the midst of hostility and oppression:
God we give you thanks: God we give you thanks 

For high hopes and noble causes, 

for faith without fanaticism, 

for understanding of views not shared:
For all who have laboured and suffered for a fairer world, 

who have lived so others might live in dignity and freedom:
God we give you thanks: God we give you thanks 

For human liberty and sacred rites; 

for opportunities to change and grow, to affirm and choose:
We pray that we may live not by our fears but by our hopes, 

not by our words but by our deeds. 
God we give you thanks: God we give you thanks . Amen
© O. Eugene Pickett. Posted on Xavier University’s JesuitResource.org website.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Gracious, inviting God, 
you keep providing us with opportunities 
to practice generous hospitality.  
But our fear of difference, reluctance to share, 
and desire to be in control 
make our welcome appear weak and insincere.  
Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy

Because we long for what is familiar and comfortable, 
we have difficulty honouring the stranger as a sacred guest 
who bears the face of Christ.  
Christ have mercy: Christ have mercy

Worn out and irritated by the work we think we must do, 
we miss opportunities to receive the gifts that such guests offer us.  Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy

Forgive us, O God, for focusing on the wrong things.  
Show us how to do what is right.
This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  
Jesus Christ has delivered us by the Word of Truth,
setting us free from the judgment of the law and planting his word within us, to save us from all that would pollute us.
Sisters and Brothers, hear the Good News 

OUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

DOXOLOGY TiS 712 "Create in us a clean heart O God"

We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
James 1:17-27
EARLY WORD   
SONG
TiS 643 "I want to walk as a child of the light"

GOSPEL READING
Mark 7:1-8, 14-14, 21-23 
SERMON 

We respond to God’s Word

SONG
TiS 747 "Breathe on me breath of God"

OFFERING AND DEDICATION 
Generous, loving God, Jesus Christ has delivered us by the Word of Truth, setting us free from the judgment of the law
and planting his word within us. So we offer  these our gifts dedicated to being doers of the Word, sharing your love in words and actions, in Jesus' name. Amen

.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
We pray for the church,
 that we can show our faith in action, 

treat all with impartiality, 

and be quick to listen and slow to anger.
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
We pray for our nation, 

that whenever trials may befall us, 

that God may grant us endurance and wisdom.
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
We pray for the world, 

that the lowly may be raised up, 

and that mercy may fall on us all.
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
We pray for the sick, the injured, the vulnerable, 

and those undergoing all forms of adversity, 

that they might all be raised up; especially ______.
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
We pray for those celebrating this week, especially ____.
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
We pray for those who have died (especially ____), 

that they would know you and draw near to you.
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
Gracious God, let our prayers be offered to you 

with the gentleness that is born from your wisdom from above, 

that is pure, peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, and full of mercy. Amen
We are sent out as God's people
SONG  TiS 376 “I know that my Redeemer lives"

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go out, and be doers of the Word.
Cleanse your hearts of all pollution,
be quick to listen and learn,
welcome the Word that God implants in you,
and bring it to birth in acts of righteousness and compassion.

And may God pour grace upon you and bless you forever;
May Christ Jesus reveal to you the truth of God’s ways;
and may the Holy Spirit fill your life with passion and love.

Go now in peace to love and serve the Lord,
    In the name of Christ. Amen!
BLESSING SONG  TiS 755 "You shall go out with joy"
