Pentecost 15B- Questions on the Readings   2 September 2018
Song of Solomon 2:8-13

Questions: 
1. Read the whole of Song of Solomon (about 15 minutes) Reflect on how you feel? 

2.Is Song of Solomon just a set of sweet romantic poetry or is there more depth here?

3. Is this poetry an invitation to enjoy the love and sexuality that God gives us?

4. Here expressed is a vision of the fulfilment of time when God gifted, human love is consummated. Has there been a time in your life when this has happened? 
5. Can you enjoy this poetry for the beautiful vision it expresss? 

Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9

Questions: 
1. Does kingly language work for you? Why or why not?
2. Imagine this psalm was written by a poet in the king’s court. Let’s also assume the psalmist was male. What was his purpose in writing verse 8? 

3. Rewrite this psalm using your own contemporary images of God. 

4. Read the psalm and pause at each verse. What is it saying to you right now? 

5. Imagine Jesus reciting this psalms in Hebrew in his first-century Palestine synagogue. What did this psalm mean for him?

James 1:17-27


Questions: 
1.The idea that the “church” and the “world” are separate has been around since the first years. How does this idea work for you today? 

2. How can we "care for orphans and widows" (v27), and yet not be stained by the world? 

3.  How can the church be in the world but not of the world? (v27)
4. If the church is the people of God, then where is the church Monday through Saturday? 

5. How do the members of your congregation witness to their faith during the week?  

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 



Questions: "Clean hands are good for us"? 
1.Is this reading only about washing our hands and or food before we eat? (v8) 
2. What foods do other cultures eat that we might find disgusting? 

3. Are we any different to the Pharisees? Don't we judge people who behave differently to us? 
4. What is the danger of living only by one set of rules  but without love and  respect? 
5. How much should we trust traditions in our faith? When does tradition confine or enable our personal and collective spiritual growth?

