Pentecost 16B – 9 September 2018
We acknowledge the First Peoples of this land, 

we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
We gather as God’s people
GREETING  Light the Christ candle Sisters and brothers in Christ

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

As we gather here today, we acknowledge the First Peoples of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
 

SONG 
TiS 699 "A new commandment "

A new commandment I give unto you

that you love one another as I have loved you, 

that you love one another as I have loved you.

By this will others know that you are my disciples

if you have love one for another.

By this will others know that you are my disciples

if you have love one for another. Public Domain
WELCOME – to our worship here at ..........Uniting Church, on the 15th Sunday after Pentecost. Today we ask the question: "Are there any boundaries to God's love? Are there any people for whom God's love is not available?" 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Jesus brought healing love to all people.
They talked and marvelled about his miracles.
But they really didn’t understand him.
They wanted the healing, 
but not necessarily a change in their lives.
Jesus brings us transforming compassion.
Lord Jesus heal us and change us.

keep our minds and our spirits open 
to your life-changing words. Amen. 
SONG  TiS 154 "Great is your faithfulness"

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Rabbi, Teacher Jesus,
you taught thousands and yet
you were willing to learn from the least of these.
We confess that we pretend to know
when in truth we still wonder.
Lord Jesus, forgive our pretence,
that we may open ourselves to unexpected teachers,
to fresh ideas,
to one another,
to you.
Vulnerable Christ,
you lived in generous love for all people,
We confess that we have closed ourselves off,
that we have seen so much suffering
that we stop looking rather than see 

and respond to those in need.
Lord Jesus, forgive our neglect
that we may care for one another
and follow in the example you set for us.
In your name we pray.    Amen. 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS (John 3:17,18)
We rejoice in the good news that God sent Jesus into the world not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned, but forgiven. 
So I declare to you Christ's word of grace to us:

YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

DOXOLOGY TiS 717 “Give thanks with a grateful heart"

We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
James 2:1-10 
EARLY WORD   Your own story about love and acceptance?

SONG
TiS 417 "Loving Spirit"

GOSPEL
 Mark 7:24-37 
SERMON “Good News for desperate people  ”
We respond to God’s Word
SONG   TIS 690 "Beauty for brokenness"

OFFERING & DEDICATION Gracious, loving God, we offer these gifts and our lives as signs that our faith is expressed not in words alone, but in deeds - deeds performed in the name and for the sake of Jesus, our Lord and Saviour. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Spirit of God, breathe on us, God make us whole.
Generous loving God, you are the giver of life. We pray today for those who struggle with the pain of living: those whose bodies, minds and spirits hurting and broken by the violence, ills, trauma and cares of a world separated from you. 

Spirit of God, breathe on us, God make us whole.

God, we pray that those who struggle will find the strength, health, wisdom and knowledge they need in you. Send your life-giving Spirit so that all people may come to live in the deep peace of your love. Bring your healing to the world 
Spirit of God, breathe on us, God make us whole.

O God, we pray for those who seek to ease the pain and suffering of this world. Give strength, courage, wisdom and knowledge to all doctors and orderlies, nurses and clerks, psychiatrists, researchers, and all other medical care givers, volunteers and professionals. By your life-giving Spirit may their ministries bring healing and promote health. 

Spirit of God, breathe on us, God make us whole.

God, be with those who work to heal the wounds of societies and nations. Guide, protect and strengthen our lawyers and police, chaplains and pastors, healthcare and social workers, politicians, military, diplomats, and others known to you. By your life-giving Spirit may they bring healing to those in conflict and stability to the vulnerable. 

Spirit of God, breathe on us, God make us whole.

God you loved this world and its people so much that you sent Christ to suffer and die for us. Help us to live this each day.
Spirit of God, breathe on us, God make us whole.

We are sent out as God's people
SONG  TIS 636 "God has spoken to his people"

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go now, and invest your lives in the works of faith.
Go to share God's love in loving words and actions.
Go to share that love across any boundaries you may find.

May the love of God surround and keep you;

may the peace of Christ fill you;

and may the Holy Spirit give you 
courage for your journey always. Amen.
BLESSING SONG TiS 779 "May the feet of God"

