Pentecost 16B- Questions on the Readings   9 September 2018
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23

Questions:  

1. Who are the poor? Are they only those who are economically disadvantaged?

2. In life, is good generally rewarded, and evil usually punished? Reflect on this irony. 
3. Why do you think the writers felt the need to unite the themes of social justice and wisdom?
 4. Reflect on the "word of wisdom" that the only thing that survives after our death is our good name, not our wealth.

5. This text supports the idea that paying attention to social justice is what makes a life of faith well lived. How does this work in your life?
Psalm 125
Questions:  

1. Read the psalm aloud slowly, pausing after each verse. How does this speak to your faith?

2. Why was Jesus staying in a non-Jewish area like Tyre? 

3. Where have you experienced the creative power of God, who “made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, who keeps faith forever”? 

4. Why do you think the psalmist’s links God’s majestic power with the theme of social justice?

5. How often do people of today “live for” non-spiritual things: their jobs, entertainment idols or what other people think of them? How many do you believe are interested in spiritual matters? 
James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17

Questions:  

1. How does verse 17, "So faith, by itself, if it has no works, is dead.”, work in your life?

2. How do you express your faith through loving actions? 

3. Are we choosy about who we will help? Which is easier - to help a neighbour we know or a refugee we don't know?
4. How might you as a follower of Jesus resolve tensions between the letter of the law (biblical or ecclesiastical) and Jesus' call to mercy and compassion?

5. What are signs of a faith that is “transformative”? Describe how your faith has been transformed.
Mark 7:24-37 



Questions:  
1. Why was Jesus staying in a non-Jewish area like Tyre? 

2. What is Jesus doing using the word "dogs" to refer to the Gentiles (v27)? Is he using humour? 
3. Why does Jesus order the people to tell no one (v36)?
4. Are there any boundaries to God's love? Are there any people for whom God's love is not available?  Who are the people we can judge as "outside God's love"? 
5. What does it mean for you that Jesus “changes his mind”? How might this challenge your faith?
