P16B –16 September 2018 
We acknowledge the First Peoples of this land, 

we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging
We gather as God’s people
GREETING 
(Light the Christ candle) 



Sisters and brothers in Christ….. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

As we gather here today, we acknowledge the First Peoples of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
SONG  TiS 778 "Shalom to you now"

WELCOME – Welcome to worship here at ...... UC! Welcome to any newcomers!
CALL TO WORSHIP 
(inspired by Mark 8: 34-35)
We follow Christ: who says take up your cross.

We follow Christ: who bids us come and offer our lives.

We follow Christ: who summons us to new life.

Come, let us worship our saviour! Amen!
SONG  TiS 52 "Let us sing to the God of salvation"

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (James 3:1-12)
God, we want to be followers of Jesus, 
but we do not always want to follow him.
Sometimes we don’t want to listen 
when he speaks of darkness and death.
We prefer to indulge rather than deny ourselves.
We are eager to put down our crosses.
We cling tightly to our lives rather than give them to Jesus.
And we grasp at worldly rewards.
Holy and loving God, forgive all of our thoughts and actions that would divert us from the path of Christ. Amen!
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS (James 3:2)
As the writer of James tells us, all of us do make mistakes but we are fortunate that God sent Jesus into the world to save sinners - people like us. So I declare to you: 
OUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN: THANKS BE TO GOD!
DOXOLOGY TiS 717 "Give thanks with a grateful heart""

We Listen for God’s  Word
FIRST READING
James 3:1-12
EARLY WORD  The cost of following Jesus? 
SONG
TIS 643 "I want to walk as a child of the light"

GOSPEL
 Mark 8:27-38
SERMON 
" That’s not a cross! "
We respond to God’s Word
SONG
TiS 583 "Take up the cross the saviour said"
OFFERING AND DEDICATION

God, we pray that the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts will be acceptable to you. May the offering of these gifts and our lives be acceptable to you. May they be show that can carry our cross with Jesus. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God hear us: Let the words of our mouths 
and the meditations of our hearts 
be acceptable to you, O Lord, 
our Rock and our Redeemer.
Creating God, we pray for your world:
we pray for those who cannot enjoy
the warm sun or the cool night,
those who are isolated, sick or suffering 
those who grieve the loss of loved ones . . . 
God hear us: May the words of our mouths 
and the meditations of our hearts 
be acceptable to you, O God. Silence
our Rock and our Redeemer.

God, we pray for the people of this world,
people hungry for peace and safety, warmth and shelter . . .
those who lay down their lives to keep their neighbors safe . .  
and those who lead our nations, cities, and towns . . . 
God hear us: May the words of our mouths 
and the meditations of our hearts 
be acceptable to you, O God. Silence
God, we pray for the Church . . . 
Keep us carrying our cross with Jesus.
By your Spirit strengthen our faith,
inspire our work and witness in your name.
God hear us: May the words of our mouths 
and the meditations of our hearts 
be acceptable to you, O God. Silence
God hear us: May the words of our mouths 
and the meditations of our hearts 
be acceptable to you, O God. Silence
Amen
We are sent out as God's people
NOTICES

SONG  TIS 392 “At the dawning of salvation"

- 

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Press this blessing into your palms—
 (use finger to make sing of cross on your palm)
right, left— and you will see
how it leaves its mark,

...........how it imprints itself into your skin,
how the lines of it meet and cross

............as if signalling you to the treasure
that has been in your grasp all along.

Except that these riches you will count
not by what you hold (fist) 
but by what you release, (open) 
by what you lose, by what falls from
your open hands. Amen

BLESSING SONG TiS 351 "Lift high the cross"

