Pentecost 17B- Questions on the Readings   16 September 2018 

Proverbs 1:20-33
Questions:  
1. In this poem, wisdom is personified as a female prophet Sophia preaching in the streets. How does this feminine image of God work for you?
2.  Sophia's message is portrayed as common sense, not special knowledge revealed only to a few. How does this sit with your understanding of God's message for you?
3. In some traditions Sophia was associated with the Holy Spirit. How does this feminine creativity fit with your understanding of the holy Spirit?
4. The text appears to be saying "I told you but you did not listen". How do you cope with the frustration of other people not hear the good news of Jesus Christ? 
5. How hard is it for us to hear sensible advice when our mind is made up?
Psalm 19
Questions:  

1. Read this psalm slowly, and reflect on each line. How does this speak to your image of God?

2.  Read Together in Song 746 and compare the words with Psalm 19.
3. How do "the heavens", the beauty of sky-scapes, speak to you of the glory of God?
4. How is the fear of the LORD pure and enduring for you? (v9)
5. How does it feel to know that God hears the words of your mouth and the meditation of your heart? Is this a little scary or liberating? (v14)
James 3:1-12

Questions:  

1. How is our true nature revealed - in how we talk about God or in how we treat our neighbours?
2. Remember a time when the words you spoke could have been more carefully chosen, or took on new meaning when taken out of context. What was it like for you?
3. How true is the statement, "A word spoken can never be retrieved."? 

4. In a society that looks to pills and products for quick fixes, what disciplines do we still engage in the way we speak? How might we practice taming the tongue?

5. Words have great power, for good as well as for ill, how can taming our tongue help us to discipline ourselves in other areas of life?
Mark 8:27-38 

Questions:  
1.  Who is Jesus for you - friend, Lord, companion on the journey, example? (v27)

2. Why did Jesus tell his disciples not to tell anyone about him? (v30)
3. Does carrying our cross mean that we are forced to carry the heavy burdens of life? 
4. What does it mean for you to deny yourself, take up your cross and follow Jesus? (v34) Is it about becoming a "doormat" Christian or about focussing on the needs of others?

5. What does it mean for us to "carry our cross" in today's post-Christian society?

