Pentecost 14B –26 August 2018
We acknowledge the Aboriginal people,

 the first inhabitants of this place from time beyond remembering.
We gather as God’s people
GREETING 
(Light the Christ candle) 



Sisters and brothers in Christ 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

As we gather here today, we acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
 

SONG 
TiS 685 “Lord I come to you”

WELCOME – Welcome everyone to worship at ........ UC on this 14th Sunday in the Season after Pentecost. A special welcome to newcomers!
Today we focus on keeping our faith and prayer-life strong so we do have the spiritual defences we need for our journey with Jesus.
CALL TO WORSHIP 
(Psalm 84) 
Holy Triune God, Creator of the universe,

From everlasting to everlasting, you are God.

Our souls long for your loving presence;

Happy are we who dwell in your house!
Our hearts and our souls rejoice in the living God;

Happy are we who dwell in your house!
Our Lord and our God, we have found a home in you;

Happy are we who dwell in your house!
You alone are God, the One who strengthens his people, 

the One who reveals himself to all who seek after him?

This is our God, the Holy One.

Let 's come before God with our praise and thanksgiving!
PRAYER OF INVOCATION
(based on Psalm 84)

It is good to be here in your presence Lord. 

Here we are at home with each other and with you. 

Here we discover the joy of life

We find the strength to live each day praising you.  

You alone are God! 

You alone show us the way to the life that lasts forever. 

We love you, God!
We lift this prayer in adoration of your holy name. Amen.

SONG  TiS 52 "Let us sing to the God of salvation"
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God, we confess our involvement with evil influences that restrict people’s lives, love, justice and mercy. 
Forgive us when we fail to stand up to evil.

People suffer today when their lives are restricted by those who exercise power in inappropriate ways - in families; in society; in politics, and even in the church. 
Forgive us when we fail to stand up to evil.

People suffer today when they believe that love has to be earned or they can be valued only in terms of what they produce or what they do. 
Forgive us when we fail to stand up to evil.

People suffer today because of their race or appearance. 
Forgive us when we fail to stand up to evil.

Merciful God, strengthen us and help us to stand up to the forces that restrict and diminish us and the communities in which we live. This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  Jesus said that he spoke words of spirit and life...(John 6:63),  so we pray: Spirit of life, grant us this day your forgiveness and love that we may stand firm in faith. 
YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

DOXOLOGY TiS 717 “Give thanks with a grateful heart”

We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
Ephesians 6:10-20 
EARLY WORD   A story  about "the Dark"
· Are your scared of the Dark?

· Some people scared of things they cannot see
· Taking the plunge
· Stepping out in faith

· Learning to trust in Jesus
· Learning to take risks and live life to the full

SONG
TiS 526 "Lord Jesus Christ.."
SECOND READING
 John 6:56-69 
SERMON 
"Biting off more than we can chew"
We respond to God’s Word

SONG
TiS 658 "I the Lord of sea of sky"

OFFERING AND DEDICATION Generous God – 

you hold us firm through the power of your Spirit, and through faith in Jesus you offer us strength to withstand all that threatens to weaken our faith and our witness. Bless these gifts and our lives dedicated to service in Jesus’ name. Amen


PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Lord Jesus hear us: you have the words of eternal life.
Jesus, you come that we might have life, and have it abundantly
Lord Jesus hear us: you have the words of eternal life.

You pour living water into lives that were parched and thirsty 
Lord Jesus hear us: you have the words of eternal life.

You feed souls that are hungry with the bread of life
Lord Jesus hear us: you have the words of eternal life.

You bring a healing touch that knows no prejudice or barrier
Lord Jesus hear us: you have the words of eternal life.

You bring Salvation through the cross,
Lord Jesus hear us: you have the words of eternal life.

You bring a means through which [humanity] 

is made right again with its Creator
Lord Jesus hear us: you have the words of eternal life.

You bring comfort to the sorrowing, liberty to the poor
Lord Jesus hear us: you have the words of eternal life.

You accept us as we are, 
and mould us into the people we were meant to be
Lord Jesus hear us: you have the words of eternal life.

You enable broken lives and relationships to be made whole 
Lord Jesus hear us: you have the words of eternal life.

We are sent out as God's people
SONG  TiS 531 "Sent forth by God's blessing"
COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go, with the spiritual food you need for your journey!

Go with the strength of God upholding you, 
the words of Jesus steadying you 
and the power of the Holy Spirit encircling you.
And the blessing of God,

Creator, Redeemer, and Giver of life,

remain with you now and for ever. Amen

BLESSING SONG  TiS 755 "You shall go out with joy"
