Pentecost 17B –20 September 2015
We acknowledge the First Peoples of this land, 

we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging
We gather as God’s people
GREETING 
(Light the Christ candle) 



Sisters and brothers in Christ 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

As we gather here today, we acknowledge the First Peoples of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
 

SONG 
TIS 78 “I was overjoyed”
WELCOME – Welcome everyone to worship on this 17th Sunday in the Season after Pentecost. 
A special welcome to our visitors!
Today we focus on the way we are meant to live as loving servants to each other all equal members of God's family
CALL TO WORSHIP 

The first shall be last: we come to worship as we are.
The last shall be first: we come with confidence.
The first shall be last: we come with questions.
The last shall be first: we come burdened by failure.
The first shall be last: we come celebrating success.
The last shall be first: we come fearful of the future.
The first shall be last, and the last shall be first

and a little child shall lead them. Amen!
PRAYER OF INVOCATION
(based on Psalm 84)

It is good to be here in your presence Lord. 

Here we are at home with each other and with you. 

Here we discover the joy of life

We find the strength to live each day praising you.  

You alone are God! 

You alone can show us the way to life that lasts forever. 

We love you, God!
We lift this prayer in adoration of your holy name. Amen.

SONG  TIS 107: “ Sing praise and thanksgiving”
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Lord Jesus Christ, you know that we are competitive human beings. Often we try to build success and security as an end in itself.  Yet we know that  social status, or wealth or reputation don't rate with you. We confess how easily our lives can become bound up in such secular values.  Lord Jesus you risked personal comfort and security when you reached out to the broken ones on the edge of your society.
Forgive us when we fail to meet your challenge to identify with those society would call worthless.
You showed us that the journey of discipleship is a journey into being a servant and being powerless.
Forgive us for being tempted to pursue power and to favour competition over compassion. 

You saw the good in everyone and showed us exactly what it means to be the servant of all.
Forgive us when we see others as rivals in the race for success, influence and popularity.
“Whoever wants to be first must be last and servant of all.”
God, imprint these words on our hearts and put your living Spirit within us, we pray, so we can serve you and others with wisdom, understanding, love and compassion. Amen

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  When we submit ourselves to God, we are drawn into the heart of divine love and forgiveness.  Out of that deep love for us God sent Jesus into the world to save sinners - and to make all things new. And so I declare to you Christ's word of grace to us: 

YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

DOXOLOGY TiS 717 “Give thanks with a grateful heart”
We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a
EARLY WORD   
· "Our identity is not tied up in what we do but in who we are?"
· Many men tie their ID to their job and so struggle when they retire - who are they? 
· Being a servant does not mean we are less than others. 
· God knows us and loves us as we are! 
SONG
AOK 341: “If you’re black or if you’re white”

GOSPEL
 Mark 9:30-37
SERMON 
" The downward path to Greatness "
We respond to God’s Word
SONG  TIS 256: “From heaven you came, helpless babe” 

OFFERING AND DEDICATION 
Gracious God, in your great wisdom you revealed your human face of love in Jesus the Christ. He set no limits or conditions on his love. We show our gratitude by offering these gifts and our lives to be used to love and serve others as Jesus has loved and served us.  Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
God hear us: help us to serve as you serve.
God of wisdom, as our young ones head back to school and college help us pass on to them the wisdom that has been given down to us from the generations before us. God help our young ones to listen and learn. Help their teachers to impart a passion for learning.
God hear us: help us to serve as you serve.
God, we ask for your wisdom to discern your ways in our own lives. We ask for your wisdom to discern how to deal with others we meet, how to: live with, work with, shop with, drive our roads, with, wait in line with, eat with and be with daily. We ask for your wisdom in the difficult situations we may have to deal with as we go through life.
God hear us: help us to serve as you serve.
God, we ask for your wisdom in dealing with injustices in our world. We ask for wisdom for our leaders in our world, our countries, our states, and our communities. We ask for wisdom for our church leaders, worldwide and local. We ask for wisdom for our regional, congregational and worship leaders, as they inspire, lead and grow us as disciples.
God hear us: help us to serve as you serve.
God, we ask for your wisdom as we reach out to those in need in our communities and in our world. We ask for wisdom as we minister to those who are homebound and in nursing homes. We ask for your wisdom as we minister to those in hospitals, in recovery and rehab.
God hear us: help us to serve as you serve.
We ask for your wisdom that not only enlightens us but transforms us and guides us in our daily walk with you. 
God hear us: help us to serve as you serve.
 Amen
We are sent out as God's people
SONG  TIS 609  “May the mind of Christ my Saviour ...”

COMMISSION AND BLESSING  (inspired by Psalm 1)
In the name of the God of abundant life, I bless you! Amen!

In seasons of plenty may you thrive and grow.

In seasons of drought may you build your strength.

May you delight in the warm sun of God shining upon you.

And in the cold rain of God falling on you. I bless you! Amen!

As a tree in God's garden may you blossom to God's glory
and make the world a more fragrant place. 
May you give shelter to those who seek refuge.

And never forget that you are God's tree in God's garden.
I bless you!  Amen!

And the grace of our Lord JC, the love of God and the communion o the HS be with you all...

BLESSING SONG TiS 779 “May the feet of God”

May the feet of God walk with you

and his hand hold you tight.

May the eye of God rest on you, 

and his ear hear your cry.

May the smile of God be for you, 

and his breath give you life.

May the child of God grow in you, 

and his love bring you home. 
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