Pentecost 19B- Questions on the Readings
30 September 2018 


Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 

Questions:  
1.  If you haven't ever read the book of Esther, read it now. What can we learn from the courage and wisdom of Queen Esther today?
2. Esther lived in and had to negotiate dangerous times. How does our faith in Jesus Christ help us to respond to danger? 

3. It can be difficult to live as a minority within a dominant, strange culture and try to maintain one’s own identity, culture and heritage. Is this reflected in the way the Australia government treats asylum seekers and refugees? 
4. Are there oppressed minorities in Australia who are persecuted like the Jews were in today's text? How can we help them to be empowered? 
5. How might this story speak to refugees or exiles from today's troubled spots who have little freedom or sense of hope in their lives? 
Psalm 124 

Questions:  

1.  How could this psalm be used to comfort people in times of trouble? When might you use it in worship?
2. What does it mean for you that: "the LORD is on our side."?
3. Escape is a common biblical theme but not one we speak of often in contemporary culture. Reflect on escape. Did you feel God’s presence more acutely after an escape?
4. What does the name “Maker of heaven and earth” mean to you? Does that image make God seem nearer or farther from your circumstances?
5. Are you comforted by your understanding of God’s intimacy or holiness?

James 5:13-20 - Questions:  

1. What does faith in action mean for you? How does your congregation work to build up and preserve the faith of your community?   

2. Have you ever experienced an elder pray over sick person, using oil in the name of the Lord? What did it feel like?
3. Why are ritual prayers and gestures important in the practice of Christian faith?
4. When have such rituals been especially significant in your experience?

5. How can we to integrate our faith into every aspect of our lives?
Mark 9: 38-50  
Questions:  
1. Who are the ones who are not "against" the church in your community? How can they be invited to become more on board? (v40) 
2. Why is Jesus using "over the top" examples like millstones round a neck? What point is he trying to make? Can you think of examples of the way Christian people have caused “stumbling blocks” to others who could have continued on a path of greater faithfulness to God? (vv42-47)

3.  How might we be “salt,” as Jesus instructs, but still be compassionate toward others?

4. How can we link saltiness with peace? How can we add flavour to other people's lives? (v50)

5. How do you feel when representatives of unfamiliar religious groups knock on your door? How do you decide whether what they have to say is Godly or not? 
