PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:

In countries caught up in fear, hatred, terror and bombs, God come with your reconciling love. Where there is suspicion and distrust, old misunderstandings:
Let there be light and hope: let there be peace and joy.
In terminated relationships where past hurts continue to sour the present; in communities that permit racist, sexist, or class structures to cripple the hopes of many;

Let there be light and hope: let there be peace and joy.
 

In families for which abuse continues to rob people of trust and respect; in situations in which old wounds and angers persist even after the death of the perpetrators;

 Let there be light and hope: let there be peace and joy.
In workplaces in which employer-employee conflict seems incapable of a just settlement; in schools where academic results matter more than respect and nurture of battlers;

Let there be light and hope: let there be peace and joy.
 

In churches where clergy have badly treated parishioners or laity have denigrated their clergy; in congregations in need of conflict resolution.

Let there be light and hope: let there be peace and joy.
Loving God, please give us the courage, sensitivity and humility to be your agents of reconciliation. Help us not to gloss over the awkward issues or rely on our own strength.

Let there be light and hope: let there be peace and joy.
Amen!

Pentecost 20B  7 October 2018
We acknowledge the First Peoples of this land, 

we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging
We gather as God’s people
GREETING 
Sisters and brothers in Christ….. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

As we gather here today, we acknowledge the First Peoples of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
 

SONG TiS 778 "Shalom to you now"

CALL TO WORSHIP (inspired by Psalm 8)

We gather in the name of Jesus Christ,

inspired by the Holy Spirit, and blessed by God, 

we come to worship the one, holy God.

Lord our God, how wonderful is your name in all the earth.

Your majesty is the music of the starry skies.

yet even children of dust can sing your praises.

Your love for us is more than amazing!
You have trusted us with the whole of the earth,
And put everything we see under the care of our hands.
Lord, our God, the earth is filled with your glory!
How wonderful is your name in all the earth! Amen!

WELCOME  everyone to worship here at .................... UC on this 19th Sunday after Pentecost. Welcome to any newcomers worshipping with us . 
SONG  TiS 52 "Let us sing to the God of salvation"

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Living God, you have blessed our lives with so many gifts, so why do we find it difficult to share what we have with others?  We  forget about those who  do not have the choices we have.  We are not aware of the ones on the edges of life, shaped by circumstances beyond their control - no job, no skills, chronic illness, no hope.   
LORD HAVE MERCY: LORD HAVE MERCY
Forgive us for believing that we are the body of Christ in this place but fail to love as he loved, fail to care as he cared; fail to empty ourselves of self so that we can be filled with the desire to meet the needs of others.  We want to be faithful followers of Jesus so help us to discern what hinders our commitment  - whether it be our possessions, our career, our family or friends...
CHRIST HAVE MERCY: CHRIST HAVE MERCY
Compassionate God we offer to you now the things that might hinder us personally from sharing what we have with others....... We also offer to you now those things that might be hindering us here at Penguin as we strive to be community of faith...
LORD HAVE MERCY: LORD HAVE MERCY
Merciful God, our hope lies in our belief that what seems impossible for us is possible with you.  In this hope we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS The mercy and grace and love of God far outweighs what we think  possible, for, as we confess our sins, God forgives us and cleanses us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9)
YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN: THANKS BE TO GOD!

DOXOLOGY  TiS 716 " Father we adore you" 
We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12
EARLY WORD Story about pests - who do we welcome? 
SONG  TiS 220 "This, this is the God we adore"

GOSPEL

Mark 10:2-16
SERMON 
"God's welcome - no strings attached"
We respond to God's word
SONG  TiS 491 "Father welcomes all his children"

OFFERING Generous God, we offer these gifts, and the service of our lives in grateful response to the enrichment of our lives in Jesus Christ.  Bless us as we follow Jesus so we may enrich the lives of others as he did.  Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:

Let there be light and hope: let there be peace and joy.
We are sent out to share the Good News

SONG TIS 569 "Guide me O my great Redeemer"

BLESSING AND COMMISSION 
Go now and welcome the signs of God’s kingdom 
with the joyous simplicity of children.
Walk boldly in God’s strength,
and do not sit with liars and hypocrites.

And may God rescue you and be gracious to you.
May Christ Jesus welcome you as his brothers and sisters.
and may the Holy Spirit give you courage in time of suffering and strengthen you in integrity.

Go now in peace to love and serve the Lord,
 In the name of Christ. Amen.
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SONG  TiS 779 "May the feet of God walk with you"
























