PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Heavenly Father, like Job, when we ask for your presence and intervention, we will end up on knees, astounded at your greatness, and humbled by our own unworthiness.
Loving God, you hear our prayers: You live among us.
Your love has won. New life has begun.
Holy Spirit, when we tearfully share our hopes and dreams with you, you promise a harvest of joy. Fill us with expectations of your goodness. 
Loving God, you hear our prayers: You live among us.
Your love has won. New life has begun.
Lord Jesus Christ, high priest and intercessor for our sins, help us live as your children, trusting that we are also children of the Heavenly Father.
Loving God, you hear our prayers: You live among us.
Your love has won. New life has begun.
Lord Jesus, healer of Bartimaeus' blindness, help us see you in this world active in love, and help us see you by our side, so we may walk your way without stumbling. 
Loving God, you hear our prayers: You live among us.
Your love has won. New life has begun.
Lord Jesus, Great Physician, hear now the names of those we know who need your healing 
Loving God, you hear our prayers: You live among us.
Your love has won. New life has begun.  Amen.
~ written by Paul Sauer.  Posted on the Lutheran Forum website. http://www.lutheranforum.org/ 
Pentecost 23B - 28 October 2018
We acknowledge the First Peoples of this land, 

we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
We gather as God’s people

GREETING  Sisters and brothers in Christ ...

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

As we gather here today, we acknowledge the First Peoples  of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
 

WELCOME – Welcome to worship here at ...........  UC on this 23rd Sunday in the Season after Pentecost. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
(Mk 10:46-52)
Lost in the crowd – left behind in the rush.

Silenced by shame – or crippled by fears.

This is our human experience - how life can be.

And so we come – not to parade -not to perform
But simply to be heard and be dignified in the hearing,

To be re-valued for the living, and inspired for the giving.
Let us offer to God our worship!! Amen!
SONGS 
TiS 670 “Jesus put this song into our heart”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Many voices shout out…  BE QUIET!
To the one who cries out to Jesus:  
 “I want a place to call my own;

a table for my food, a warm blanket to sleep under

and some work to sustain my daily living” (pause).

Many voices shout out…  BE QUIET!
To the one who cries out to Jesus:  
“I want some peace of mind;

an end to the angry voices

that drive me to paths of self-destruction.” (pause).

Many voices shout out…  BE QUIET!
To the one who cries out to Jesus:  
I need someone to say I am worth something

in this mess of a world” (pause).

Yet Jesus says, “Come here.”

Many voices shout out…  BE QUIET!
And Jesus asks, “What can I do for you?”

Many voices shout out…  BE QUIET!
Yet the grace of Christ rises above the voices 

and fearlessly strides on before us.

Many voices shout out…  BE QUIET!
What am I crying out for, and how might others, 
or I, stop this cry from being heard?

In Jesus’ name Amen

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
The letter to the Hebrews tells us: Jesus is able for all time to save those who approach God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. (Hebrews 7:25) 
YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

DOXOLOGY TiS 703 “As the deer pants for the water”

We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
Job 42:1-6, 10-17 
EARLY WORD   
Bartimaeus sat by the road just outside the city. He felt the dusty ground and the clump of grass but Bartimaeus could not see it. Bartimaeus was blind. (“Touch, touch the ground” - feel the floor.)

Bartimaeus sniffed the air. He could smell the donkeys grazing nearby but couldn’t see them. (Touch nose and say, “Sniff, sniff.”)

Suddenly Bartimaeus paid attention, a great crowd of people was coming. (Cup ears and say, “Listen, listen.”)

Some people said, “Here comes Jesus!”

“Jesus, please help me,” shouted Bartimaeus. (Cup mouth and say, “Shout, shout.”)

“Be quiet,” ordered the people nearby. ( finger on mouth, “Quiet, quiet.”)
But Bartimaeus shouted louder, “Jesus, please, please help me.” 
(Cup mouth and say, “Shout, shout.”)

Jesus stopped walking, “Whoever is asking for help, please come here.” (Beckon with hand while saying, “Come, come.”)

Bartimaeus threw off his cloak and sprang up. 
(Jump up and say, “Jump up, jump up.”) 

“What do you want me to do for you?” asked Jesus.

“My teacher, let me see again,” said Bartimaeus.

Right away, Bartimaeus could see again! 
(Jump up and down and say, “Jump up, jump up!” 
Cup hands to mouth and say, “Shout, shout.” Repeat several times.)

SONG TiS 748 “There once was a man as mean as could be”

GOSPEL READING
 Mark 10:46-52 
SERMON
 “Sight and insight”
We respond to God’s Word

SONG Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?

OFFERING AND DEDICATION 
Generous, merciful God, we offer these gifts and our lives in response to the blessings we receive as followers of Jesus, our Lord. Empower us by your Spirit to hear those who cry out for mercy, so we may share your saving love in words and actions. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Loving God, you hear our prayers: You live among us.
Your love has won. New life has begun.
We are sent out as God's people
SONG  TiS 161 “Tell out my soul”
COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go now nourished for your journey with Jesus!
Go to share the love of God with the those you meet!
And as you go may:

the mercy of God embrace you,
the healing power of Jesus enfold you,
and the energy of the Holy Spirit sustain you, always! Amen!

BLESSING SONG TiS 749 “Thuma mina”

























