Pentecost 26B- Questions on the Readings 18  November 2018
1 Samuel 1:4-20 Questions:  

1. What prayers and anxieties of today are too stigmatized to bring to the temple?
2. What are we too ashamed of to pray for beyond a whisper?

3. Many families have been touched by miscarriage, unwanted pregnancy and infertility. How have your experiences changed your attitudes over the years?
4. The God of Hannah calls us to cry out when our communities, partners or Church shame, stigmatize and mock the anxieties of our hearts. How can we do this today?
5.  How can our faith in a God of hope, transformation and solidarity help through our trials?

1 Samuel 2:1-10 Questions:  

1. When have you been able to say “the Almighty has done great things for me?”

2. When have you, or someone you know experienced a miracle?

3. In our world we may have heard others tell us what is or is not from God. How do you discern when the Spirit has touched you or your congregations in a special way?

4.  How do you discern when the Spirit has touched you or your community in a special way?
5. How do you discern an answer to prayer?
Hebrews 10:11-14, (15-18), 19-25 Questions:  

1. Jesus’ sacrifice was unique a “single offering” (Heb. 10:14). What does this mean for you?
2. How have you experienced the sacrificial and healing love of Jesus?

3. Where in worship do we recognise the sacrificial and healing love of Jesus? Perhaps in the Eucharist or your own experience of sin and forgiveness?

4. How often do we think we can ‘save’ others or ourselves by our own sacrifice, sweat and blood?

5.  What sacrificial actions can you identify happening in your family, or congregation?
Mark 18:1-8 Questions:  
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. Where is God - in large buildings and churches, or in the hearts of people? (v1) 

3. What kinds of false prophets do we need to be alert to? (v5)

4. What signs of God's kingdom do you see in the world around you? (v8)
(In the loving actions of people? In wise decisions made for peace and justice?) 
5.  What kinds of birth-pains of God's coming kingdom do you see in the world around you? (v8)
(The plight of refugees across Europe, Asia and Africa? The uncaring attitudes of wealthy countries who close their borders?)
