PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Gracious God help us to meet you as you come to us.  
Help us to prepare your way in our lives,
and to announce your coming in love to others.
God,  take what we give and transform it, to your glory.
take what we do and transform it to your acting.
take what we say and transform it to your singing.
take what we live and transform it to your creating.

God hear us: help us prepare a way for your coming
Advent God, we pray for those rough places in our lives 
and in the lives of others that we name before you.
Fill the valleys with your light,
level the uneven paths with your grace,
and by your Spirit inspire us and others,
so your saving presence might be visible to all.
God hear us: help us prepare a way for your coming
Advent God, on this Sunday of preparation, 
this Sunday which celebrates your peace,
help bring peace in our lives and peace in our churches, 
and peace in our world.  
Where we have sinned, help us to repent and confess to those we have grieved and seek their forgiveness; 
and where others have sinned against us 
help us to trust in your ways of peace and justice
and grant that those who have hurt us 
might see your light and be made new in Christ.  
God hear us: help us prepare a way for your coming
We ask all these things in the name of the one John pointed to—
Christ Jesus your living Word.  Amen.
Advent 2C–9th December 2018 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

We acknowledge the First Peoples of this land, 
we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
We gather as God’s people

SONGS 
TiS 265: “O come, O come, Emmanuel”

WELCOME – Welcome to worship here at ......... UC on this 2nd Sunday in Advent. Welcome to our visitors. Today we hear John the Baptist in the line of OT prophets calling on us to prepare the way for Jesus Christ to come.

CALL TO WORSHIP 

I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, 
the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come among you. 

But who can endure the day of his coming, 
and who can stand when he appears? 

For he will refine and purify the land and people from evil. 
Then the offering of our worship and our lives 
will be pleasing to the Lord. Amen!

ADVENT CANDLE LITURGY - Advent 2:

Last Sunday we lit the first candle – the candle of HOPE.  Today we light the second candle, the candle of PEACE. We light it knowing full well that peace is elusive, and in some parts of the world, it is almost completely absent.  Yet in this season of Advent, we trust that God is never absent from us.  God is always preparing something new.  And even where there is war and discord, whether between countries, within families, or within our own hearts, God is present, gently leading us to new possibilities. (Two candles are lit.)

· Sing V2 of “Light a candle bright and tall”
· Tune  AHB 239 "As with gladness"


Light a candle bright and tall 


for the Peace we wish to know.


Peace on earth for great and small 


God’s Good News to us bestows.


Shine within our hearts today.


Come, O Peace, to us we pray.

Loving God, in this time of preparation and planning, 
we thank you for the HOPE and PEACE 
you unfailingly offer us.

Show us the creative power of HOPE.

Teach us the PEACE that comes from justice.

Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, 

that we may walk in the light of Christ.
The candle lighting liturgy is from: //processandfaith.org/print/resources/liturgy/advent-candle-liturgy

“Light a Candle Bright and Tall” :

Copyright © 2012 by David Wood.  All rights reserved.  Written for the congregation of First United Church, Bloomington, Indiana.  http//firstuc.org

Permission is given for duplication and use within worship settings.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, we bring before you those things in our lives which cause you pain. Silent reflection
God, straighten out the bits of our lives which hinder people from discerning your way. Smooth the rough edges of our witness so that people can hear your word in us. Silence
Many people are weighed down by pain and hardship. Forgive us when we are too busy to notice with the needs of others. Silent reflection
Advent God, you call on us to prepare the way for Jesus’ birth and yet - each year it seems that we spend more time preparing for our own pleasure rather than preparing for Jesus to be born anew in our hearts and lives – in our families and in our world. Forgive us for being so busy with parties, buying gifts, ordering food, writing cards, that we have no energy left to celebrate the reason for such activity - the birth of Jesus Christ. Silent reflection
God help us, to prepare ourselves faithfully and sincerely to receive Christ whenever and wherever he comes to us. Amen

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS (John 3: 17,18a)
Jesus Christ was sent by God into the world, not to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned. 
YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

DOXOLOGY TiS 220 "This, this is the God we adore"

We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
Malachi 3:1-4 
EARLY WORD   Getting Ready!! 
· How are you getting ready for Christmas?
· A long time ago a man called Malachi was very unhappy that God’s people were being slack and not living God’s ways.
· He warned the people that a messenger was coming from God to clean things up and get rid of the slack things.
· He warned the people to prepare for the coming of God.
· How do you clean up around your house?
· In Jesus’ time there was a man called John  the Baptist who was calling the people to get ready for the Lord’s coming. He washed them clean in the Jordan river.

· Advent is a time to get ready for Jesus’ coming. a time to clean up the way we live and live the way Jesus wants us to live.

SONG TiS 323 "Born in the night Mary's child"

GOSPEL READING
 Luke 3:1-6 
SERMON
 "The Wilderness Way"
We respond to God’s Word
HYMN  TiS 636 “God has spoken to his people”

OFFERING AND DEDICATION 
Generous loving God, we offer these gifts, and the service of our lives in the hope that they will be pleasing to you. We pray also that they may produce a harvest of righteousness, sincerity and love. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
God hear us: help us prepare a way for your coming
We are sent out as God's people
SONG  TiS 276 “There’s a light upon the mountain”
COMMISSION AND BLESSING

A new day is dawning! Despite what we see and hear in the world around us, the sunrise is coming
When it comes, it will break through the world's darkness—caused by violence and death and hunger and despair.
And all those who now sit huddled in the shadows
will be able to rise and walk with confidence in the light.
So go from here with courage and hope and peace,
to love and serve the Lord: In the name of Christ! Amen.
BLESSING SONG  TiS 279 “ The King of glory comes”

The King of glory comes the nation rejoices,

 open the gates before him lift up your voices! 

(Sing this 3 times and sing the first line slowly to finish)
The King of glory comes the nation rejoices!

























