PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
For the brokenness of the world and all its people
Come Advent God: Come Lord Jesus come!
 

Where there is conflict, terrorism and war, be with all those who work for peace and reconciliation.

Come Advent God: Come Lord Jesus come!
 

Where there is exploitation of the weak and the poor, be with those who work for emancipation.

Come Advent God: Come Lord Jesus come!
 

Where there are refugee camps, prison compounds, and ethnic discrimination, be with those who work for justice and freedom.

Come Advent God: Come Lord Jesus come!
 

Where there is addiction to drugs, alcohol and gambling, be with those who provide programmes for rehabilitation.

Come Advent God: Come Lord Jesus come!
 

Where there is hunger, malnutrition, disease, and despair, be with the agencies that bring compassion and practical help.

Come Advent God: Come Lord Jesus come!
 

Where people are lonely, suffering and sorrowing, be with the merciful who are lovingly there for them.

Come Advent God: Come Lord Jesus come!
 

Where the church is weak and struggling against big odds, be with all those resolute people who keep the faith and practice the love.

Come Advent God: Come Lord Jesus come!
Advent 3C–16th December 2018
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

We acknowledge the First Peoples of this land, 
we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
We gather as God’s people

SONG SiS 81 'Rejoice in the Lord always"

WELCOME to our worship at .........Uniting Church! A warm welcome to you all in the name of the one who is coming, Jesus Christ our Lord!
CALL TO WORSHIP 
(based on Philippians 4: 4-7)

Come, rejoice in the Lord!

We will rejoice in the Lord always!

Come, show gentleness to all!

We will show gentleness to all!

Come, do not be anxious,

We will not be anxious! 

Come, make your needs known to God!

We will do this with prayer and thanksgiving!
Come with confidence in God's grace!

We are confident that the peace of God 

will guard our hearts and minds 

in Christ Jesus our Lord! Amen! 
SONG TiS 52 'Let is sing to the God of salvation"

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY

LEADER: Today is the third Sunday in Advent –

the time when we prepare again for the coming of Jesus. 
ELDER: We light a candle each week to remind us that 
Jesus brings light into the dark places of the world.

LEADER:
We rejoice and sing out with gladness 
at the message of God’s salvation. 
We shout for joy as we anticipate God’s coming

 into our lives and our world.

ELDER: We light the candle of HOPE proclaim that God’s light is coming into the world. A purple candle is lit
LEADER: We light the candle of PEACE to proclaim that:

God’s promises will be fulfilled in the birth of Jesus Christ - Prince of Peace.   A purple candle is lit
ELDER: We light the candle of JOY to celebrate that God’s saving power is coming into the world. A purple candle is lit
ALL: God of JOY, we rejoice in you always, as we look forward to your breaking into our history to reveal your justice and your love in person. 
The candle lighting liturgy is from: //processandfaith.org/print/resources/liturgy/advent-candle-liturgy

“Light a Candle Bright and Tall” :

Copyright © 2012 by David Wood.  All rights reserved.  Written for the congregation of First United Church, Bloomington, Indiana.  http//firstuc.org

Permission is given for duplication and use within worship settings.

SONG TiS 286 verses 1, 2 & 3 “Light one candle for hope”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, we hear from John the Baptist that the practical meaning of repentance is to live life exercising love and justice to all. His words to us today are no less challenging  than to those that day in the region around the river Jordan.  Woe to those who try to escape living lives of true faith by paying lip service only to the gospel.
What then should we do? We are to bear fruits united to the vine - Jesus Christ.  god forgive us when we fail. (silence)

Woe to those who believe that attending church for an hour each Sunday is all that is required to be a disciple of Jesus.
What then should we do? We are to bear fruits united to the vine - Jesus Christ.  god forgive us when we fail. (silence)
Woe to those who exploit or take advantage of others out of greed or a desire to increase one’s power and prestige.
What then should we do? We are to bear fruits united to the vine - Jesus Christ.  god forgive us when we fail. (silence)
God help us to prepare ourselves to receive Jesus by  living out our baptism as a loving community in Christ: nurturing of one another in faith, upholding of one another in prayer and encouraging one another in service. Amen

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
Hear the word of the prophet Isaiah - God is our salvation - for Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. Rejoice -hear the word of grace - in Jesus Christ 

YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

DOXOLOGY TiS 753 “You are holy you are whole”

We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
Isaiah 12:2-6 
EARLY WORD  Story "The not-so-wise, wise man?"
SONG  TIS 283 "Long ago prophets knew"

GOSPEL READING
 Luke 3:7-18  - 
SERMON
 “Rejoice in the Lord always?”

We respond to God’s Word
SONG  
TiS 693 “Come as you are” 

OFFERING AND DEDICATION 
Generous God, we rejoice in your care for us and we offer these gifts and the service of our lives in glad response. We pray that they will bear fruits worthy to be harvested in Jesus’ name. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Come Advent God: Come Lord Jesus come!
We are sent out as God's people
SONG  TiS 276  “There's a light upon the mountain"

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go now and rejoice in the Lord always.
We will rejoice in the Lord always!
Do not be afraid or worried about anything,
In everything we will trust God and pray.
Bear fruits worthy of repentance,
We will share what we have, being gentle with all.

And may God rejoice over you with gladness;
May Christ Jesus renew you in his love;
and may the Holy Spirit give you peace beyond understanding
to guard your hearts and minds in Christ.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord,
…In the name of Christ! Amen.

BLESSING SONG TiS 755 “You shall go out with joy”

























