Advent 3C- Questions on the Readings 16 December 2018 


Zephaniah 3:14-20 Questions:  

1. What would it feel like to have any "judgments against us taken away" (v15)? Describe how it feels to be pardoned and released from the burden of something we have done.
2. How do these promises and joys relate to us, the Church, now that the Gentiles have been grafted into the People of God? 

3. Where do we, as the Church, see ourselves in the story of Israel? 

4. Where do you see yourself and your faith journey alongside the faith journey of Israel? 
5. The restoration of God's people is not complete. How do you live with the present but not quite yet coming of God?

Isaiah 12:2-6 Questions:  

1. Isaiah sings of drawing healing waters for a thirsty people (v3). How does this image of  healing water work for you?
2. Where else in the Scriptures do we hear of life-giving or healing waters?
3. What does drinking from the cup of salvation mean for you?
4. What is significant for you about the words “save,” “Saviour,” and “salvation” in this song?

5. What is significant for your congregation about the words “save,” “Saviour,” and “salvation” in this song?

Philippians 4:4-7 Questions:  

1. Can we rejoice in the Lord always? What do we do in times of deep grief? Do we rejoice for only the good things that happen to us in life?
2. What does it look like to “rejoice in the Lord” in the midst of personal or congregational strife?

3. How can we be gentle in our dealings with others while still standing up for ourselves? 
4. How do the People of God experience peace and joy in this imperfect time before the Lord returns?

5. How can we live without worry in uncertain times (v6)? How can we offer our burdens to God in prayer in a way that will strengthen us for the hard times?

Luke 3:7-18  Questions:  
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. What does it mean for us to bear "good" fruit? (v9)
3. We are not worthy to untie the thong of Jesus' sandals. What should we do if we are to live God's ways? (v14) 

4. What sort of a baptism is John the Baptizer's baptism? Is it about repentance and turning to God's ways? (v16)
5. How can we prepare the way for Jesus to come to us in our community? How can we show other people that what Jesus brings is Good News even today? (v18)
