PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Loving God, our spirits do rejoice in all your gracious acts towards us, most of all, the event we so look forward to—the wonderful,  precious gift of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Come Advent God: Come Lord Jesus come!

We give thanks for the willingness of Mary to believe that the impossible could and would happen. Help us to have a similar faith willing to believe in the impossible.  
Come Advent God: Come Lord Jesus come!

God, open our hearts and minds to believe that your promises can come to surprising fulfilment. Show us how we can best serve you with mercy and in humility, empowering people to live lives of dignity and worth.   
Come Advent God: Come Lord Jesus come!

God as we look at our television screens and read accounts of people throughout the world who are being made powerless because of the greed and violence of others, remind us of the great possibility of prayer to effect changes for good.  Come Advent God: Come Lord Jesus come!

God we pray that you continue to bring down the powerful and to lift up the lowly; to fill those who are hungry and to drive away those who profit by the weakness and ignorance of others.   Come Advent God: Come Lord Jesus come!

God, be with all those who feel that life holds no hope and help them and each of us truly to believe, that with you, nothing is impossible. 
Come Advent God: Come Lord Jesus come!

This we pray in Jesus' name.  Amen.
Advent 4C – 23 December 2018 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

We acknowledge the First Peoples of this land, 
we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
We gather as God’s people

WELCOME to our worship at ..................... Uniting on this the 4th Sunday in the Season of Advent.  
Today we focus on the Magnificat  Mary's faith-filled response when she is told that she will be pregnant and give birth to a son and he will be the Son of God.
SONGS 
TiS 738 My Jesus, my saviour"

CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Luke 1:46-50)
Our souls magnify the Lord!
Our spirits rejoice in God our Savior!
The mighty One has done great things for us!
Holy is God's name! Let us worship God!
For God is our Maker and our Redeemer;
From generation to generation God gives mercy. Amen!
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY

READER 1: Today is the fourth Sunday in Advent 

we are almost prepared for the coming of Jesus 
READER 2: We light a candle each week to remind us that Jesus brings light into the dark places of the world.
READER 1:  Today we recall that God so loved the world: 

that a Child was given, a Son was born...Love incarnate.
READER 2: We light the candle of HOPE to proclaim that God’s light is coming into the world. (purple candle is lit)
READER 1: We light the candle of  PEACE to proclaim God’s promises: will be fulfilled in the birth of Jesus Christ - Prince of Peace . (purple candle is lit)
READER 2: We light the candle of JOY to celebrate that God’s saving power is coming into the world. (purple candle !)

READER 1: We light the candle of LOVE to proclaim that 

God’s love is revealed in the Child born in Bethlehem. 

God of hope, peace, joy and love, we eagerly await the birth of Jesus, Prince of Peace, Emmanuel, God-with-us. 
The candle lighting liturgy is from: //processandfaith.org/print/resources/liturgy/advent-candle-liturgy

“Light a Candle Bright and Tall” : Copyright © 2012 by David Wood.  All rights reserved.  Written for the congregation of First United Church, Bloomington, Indiana.  http//firstuc.org Permission given for use within worship settings.

THE ADVENT CANDLE SHINES  Tune “Maryton” TIS 601

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God, you know us through and through. 

You take our ideas of  power, success, wealth, and achievement, and toss them out the window. 
You come to us, to show us that we can't  save ourselves. 
God, you come to us in Jesus,
removing our sin, our failures, our expectations, 
so we can have new life. 
God,  we confess we are not whom you hope us to be, 
The ones you favour, we often ignore or ridicule. 
The ones you knock off their pedestals, 
we admire and copy. 
We become so focused on having more and more, 
we risk being sent away empty. 
Merciful God, forgive us, 
And look with grace upon us. 
So we can live secure in your love; 
and be the ones of peace for our world, 
and live your ways of hope, peace, joy and love
as did Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour.  Silence is kept
Even now—yes, even in this very moment, 
God you come to us, bringing hope,  bringing forgiveness, 
         bringing grace as freely offered gifts to us.
May we open our hearts to the God who is with us, 
and receive the gifts which have been offered to us. 
Thanks be to God. Amen.
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS (Hebrews 10:10) 
Our rejoicing is certainly based on the generosity of God as 
we read in Hebrews that “It is by God’s will that we have been 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all.” Rejoice then over this great  Good News:

YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN THANKS BE TO GOD!

SONG 
TiS 717 "Give thanks with a grateful heart"
We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
Micah 5:2-5a 

EARLY WORD - Story book "The Not-so-wise-man"
SONG 
TiS 283 “Long ago prophets knew”

GOSPEL READING
 Luke 1:39-45

SERMON
God- comes in unimportant places and people
We respond to God’s Word
SONG  
TiS 161 “Tell out my soul”

OFFERING Gracious God, we offer these gifts in response to the great things you have done for us. We give thank you for the precious gift of your love born a human baby. We pray that Jesus will be born anew into our hearts, and that the witness of our lives will convince others of the wonder and the miracle of Christmas.  In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Come Advent God: Come Lord Jesus come!

We are sent out as God's people

SONG  TiS 272 " Com e thou long expected Jesus"

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go now to prepare for Christ to come 

and turn your world upside down!

Go to witness to the birth of God each day!

And as you go may: The love of God bless you,
the grace of Jesus Christ fill you, 
and the enthusiasm of the Holy Spirit be born in us all 
as we wait with joy the day of the Lord’s coming. Amen!

BLESSING SONG TiS 779 “May the feet of God”

























