Advent 4C- Questions on the Readings 23 December 2018 


Micah 5:2-5a Questions:  

1. Here Micah predicts a new ruler to come from a small town, from a “little clan,” from the family, with an “origin of old” (v. 2). In other words, things will change with this new ruler. A new era will come with security (v. 4) and peace (v. 5). What OT ruler is this prediction based upon? 

2. The people who heard Micah's message were still living in times of uncertainty and difficult leadership. As we hear Micah today can we put ourselves in the shoes of the original listeners?

3. Can we relate to a sense of insecurity and oppression while praying for a peaceful future?

4. How can we preach messages of hope and peace in uncertain times?

5. How can we proclaim the reign of Jesus Christ in our day?

Psalm 80:1-7 Questions:  

1. Joseph stands for those who are enslaved or in prison. Benjamin stands for the young and orphaned. Ephraim and Manasseh are brothers born in refugee status. Who might these be today?
2.  Who in today's world  might be the lost tribes of God's people who have tears instead of bread and are scorned by those who do not care. 

4. When have you felt laughed to scorn? 
5. Who is left out in your family, school or workplace, neighbourhood, or community? Who might partner with you in imagining restoration?
Hebrews 10:5-10 Questions:  

1. The apostle Paul, Isaiah, Samuel, Jeremiah and many others talk about the importance of sacrifices of faith rather than just ritual. What does sacrifice of faith mean for you today?
2. How can we discern what full submission to God could mean for us today?

3. Christ’s birth is fast approaching. How does meditating on the gift of Christ’s body as a sacrifice to God change our view of this Christmas season?

4. What does it mean for you to be sanctified by the offering of the body of Jesus Christ? (v10)
5. Does Christ’s gift of his body change the way you think about your own body?

Luke 1:39-45 (46-55)   Questions:  
1. Read the Magnificat (vv 46-55) as if for the first time. What startles you about it? How does it challenge your life?

2. What does it mean for us to be blessed like Mary? Is she blessed with faith or god fortune?(v41)
3. Why is Mary's song of faith so revolutionary? What is God turning upside down? (vv 46-55) 

4. How can we prepare the way for Jesus to turn our lives upside down like Mary? (vv 46-55)
5. How can we help Jesus to turn the lives of the lowly in our community upside down? (vv 46-55)
