Baptism of Jesus Year C - Questions on the Readings - 13 January 2019:

OT Reading Isaiah 43:1-7  Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. Why would this text have people and wealth coming to Israel from eat and west, and north and south? (vv4-6) 

3. How does this text speak directly to us how God in Christ wants to draw all people into one? (v6) 

4. If God had a special name just for you, what would it be? (v7)

5. How might we be gathered together with the people from the "end of the earth", and be restored to God? (v7)

Psalm 29  Questions:
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?
2. Is this powerful image of God in nature a helpful one for you? 

3. How would you describe "glory of God" in nature? 

4. Where do you feel closest to God? (creek, beach, mountain, garden, cathedral, sacred site, weekly worship)

5. How does faith in God give you strength for each day? (v11) 
Epistle Acts 8:14-17 Questions:  
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?
2.  Talk about a time when you experienced inclusion.
3.  Talk about a time when you experienced exclusion.
4. In what book, film or TV show have you most clearly seen people being included or excluded? 

5. How have you experienced the Holy Spirit in your life?
Gospel Lk 3:15-17, 21-22  Questions:  
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. What kind of a baptism is John the Baptizer's? What will be different about Jesus' baptism? (v16) 

3. Why does the writer of Luke's Gospel use the imagery of chaff being burned in an unquenchable fire to make his point?  How can we help people to turn their lives towards God and God's ways and so not be "winnowed" (v20) ? 

4. What happens to Jesus immediately after his baptism? When does Jesus' ministry begin? (v22)
5.  Why does Luke show God affirming Jesus as God's beloved Son, right at this point? (v22)

