Christmas Day 2018 Year C- PROPER II - Questions on the Readings
Isaiah 62:6-12 Questions:  
1. The context of Isaiah 62 is during the restoration of a war-ravaged Jerusalem. What war-devastated cities need restoration today? 
2. In three short phases of activity, the city goes from ruin to being redeemed. Phase one involves the work of memory-makers (verses 6-7). Why does rebuilding memories help rebuild broken lives?
3. Phase two sets the city on a course for mortal peace (verses 8-9). What does mortal peace mean to you in today's world?
4. Phase three outlines a blue print for inclusivity in the city of God (verse 10). How does your congregation practise inclusiveness?
5. What does it mean for you and your congregation to be "The Redeemed of the LORD"? (v12)
Psalm 97 Questions:  
1. The theme of Ps 97:1 moves from the heavenly "king" to the earthly "coastlands".  How does this parallel the birth of Christ? 
2. How can this Psalm lift people's eyes above their earthly struggles to the divine reality of God with us? 

3. The beauty and power of psalms is found not just in their words and phrasing, but in their ability to grow and adapt to new circumstances over time. How might this psalm be adapted to today's world? Write a psalm with a similar theme. 
4. How does the light of Christ dawn for you at Christmas?  (v11)
5. What hope does this psalm give us of Christ's coming to today's world? 
Titus 3:4-7 Questions:  
1. How does the birth of Christ reflect the goodness and loving kindness of God? (v4)
2. What does it mean for you to be saved by the birth of Christ? (v 5) 

3. Verse 5 seems to imply that baptism is the only way we can enter the Kingdom of God, "by the water of rebirth and renewal of the Holy Spirit". Is this the case?
4. What does eternal life mean for you and your congregation? (v7)
5. What does it mean for you to be an heir to the inheritance of such eternal life? (v7) 
Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20  Questions:  
1. Read the story of the Incarnation as if for the first time. Let the simple beauty of the story flow through you. What startles you about it? How does it challenge your life?

2. Why does Luke need to mark the time and place of Jesus' birth?(vv1-7)
3. Why are the humble shepherds the first to hear about the "good news of great joy"? (vv8-12) 

4. How can we celebrate Christmas in a time of human gluttony and human brokenness? 
5. What are the things we can celebrate this Christmas and the things we should avoid? 
