Christmas Day 2018 Year C- PROPER III - Questions on the Readings
Isaiah 52:7-10 Questions:  

1. Verse 7 speaks of a messenger from the mountains who announces peace, brings good news, and announces salvation. How might this parallel the song the angels sing at the birth of Christ? 

2. The good news of peace, means that war is no more. How can this be good news today? 
3. God's shalom is not just  about an end to war but a new wholeness of life. How can the birth of Christ bring us the hope of God's shalom? 
4. How can God's coming to engage with us human beings bring us great comfort?  (v9)
5. Today, we are well aware of the “battles” around us, the many places of death that come at Christmas. How can we still have hope in the face of human grief and suffering?
Psalm 98 Questions:  

1. Psalm 98 is an Enthronement Psalm celebrating the reign of God as sovereign over all creation. How does this enthronement language sit with you in today's world?

2. But, what does it actually mean for you to celebrate God as king, as sovereign? 

3. Ps 98 assures us that those who celebrate God’s sovereignty will be delivered from oppression and judged by God with righteousness and justice. What does God's justice mean for you?

4. What does it mean for you to make a joyful noise to the LORD? If you are not musical how else might you do this? 
5. Our role as followers of Jesus is to praise God. How can we use this psalm to do that joyfully? 

Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12) Questions:  

1. Jesus, as the Son of God, inherits the name of his Father, just as our sons and daughters inherit our family names. What does it mean for you to inherit or to have a "good name"? 
2. How powerful is it for Jesus to be called the Son of God? What does it mean for followers of Jesus to be called God's sons and daughters?
3. Where in the gospels does God call Jesus "my beloved Son"?  What does it mean for us to be beloved by God? 
4. What does it mean for you that a little baby born in a simple village as a refugee peasant bears the very name of God? (v4)
John 1:1-14 Questions:  

1. Read John's poetic story of the Incarnation. Let the beauty of the words flow through you. What startles you about it? How does it challenge your life?

2. Why does John place Jesus' birth in the context of the beginning of the world?(vv1-4)

3. How can we receive Jesus Christ this Christmas? How does this make us children of God? (v12)
4. Where can we see the glory of Christ, the Son of God, revealed in the world this year? (v14)
5. For you, how has Jesus been the avenue to new life and truth beyond words? (v14)
