Christmas Eve/Day 2018 Year C- PROPER I Questions on the Readings

Isaiah 9:2-7 Questions:  

1. No one just “invented” Christmas. The festival emerged from worship practices over hundreds of years. How has the celebration of Christmas changed for you over the years? 
2. How has the celebration of Christmas changed for your congregation over the years? 
3. What theological signals do we give to the wider world when celebrate Christmas in Australia today? 

4. How is Christmas celebrated in your family that is different to other families?
5. Could we live without Christmas? What would we miss in our formation as disciples if we dropped the celebration?

Psalm 96 Questions:  
1. What is it like to sing a new song of praise to God? How do we help our congregation to sing new songs of praise? (v1)
2. How do you see the glory of God revealed in the  world? (v3)
3. How do you see the glory of God revealed in people's lives? (v3)
4. How can the trees of the forest "sing for joy"? (v12)
Titus 2:11-14 Questions:  
1. How do you see the grace of God working in your life? (v11)
2. Verse 12 explains that the grace of God is "training us" to live godly lives. How can the grace of God train us as we live out our faith today? 

3. Verse 12 exhorts us to live lives that are "self-controlled, upright, and godly" (2:12). What might this kind of life like for you? 
4. What kind of "redeemed" behaviour reflects the life of Christ in the way we live today? (v14)
5. How are you zealous for good deeds as you follow Jesus right now? (v14)
Luke 2:1-14, (15-20)  Questions:  

1. Read the text aloud and imagine being there with Mary and Joseph. What would it be like for the new parents? What might be their hopes and fears? 

2. Being new parents is never easy. What are some of the ordinary challenges Mary and Joseph will face? 
3. What are some of the challenges modern parents face in bringing up their children?
4. A new-born baby is extremely vulnerable. Why would God choose to enter the world in this way? 

5. The power of the story comes in its humbleness -- a babe born in a stable or cave, wrapped in simple clothes, and laid to rest in an animal trough (v7). How does this speak to you about God? 
