A CHRISTMAS PRAYER

Jesus Christ, born in a stable, this is the season for miracles and we pray for one today. 
We pray:  shine your everlasting light. 
Jesus Christ, born of Mary, e with young mothers across the world this Christmas time.
We pray:  shine your everlasting light. 
 
Jesus Christ, visited by Shepherds, be with all who have to work this Christmas, and those who long to work.
We pray:  shine your everlasting light. 
Jesus Christ, who became a refugee, be with those who fear for their lives, who have left home and family this Christmas.
We pray:  shine your everlasting light. 
Jesus Christ, this is the season for miracles.  

Into sorrow, we pray:  shine your everlasting light. 
Into despair, we pray:  shine your everlasting light. 
Into hatred, we pray:  shine your everlasting light. 
Into war, we pray:  shine your everlasting light. 
Into confusion, we pray:  shine your everlasting light. 
Into injustice, we pray:  shine your everlasting light. 
Into fear, we pray:  shine your everlasting light. 
This is the season for miracles and we pray for one today:
Come, Lord Jesus, may your everlasting light come into our world. Amen.
CAROL SERVICE 25th December 2018
We gather at the manger

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Come away, come away, come today to Bethlehem. 

Come adore on bended knee, one whose birth angels sing.

Come away, come away from your noisy celebration, 

to a place of quietness and peace.

Come with wonder, come with awe. 

Take your place among sheep and cattle.

Sing with joy, praise God, the time of promise has come. 

Sing the good news of Emmanuel:  God-with-us! 

The Christ has come! 

Come away, come away, come today to Bethlehem!           

CAROL TiS 304 “O come all ye faithful” verses 1,5,6,7
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God of wonder in ordinary places,

we wonder if we might have missed your coming, 

had we been there, 

with the stable too out of the way, 

the cradle too makeshift, the animals too noisy, 

the shepherds too crude, the carpenter too rough, 

the mother too young, the night too dark and cold. 

We confess our preference for trumpets and hallelujah choirs, 

for cherub-cheeked children, for gift exchanges, 

and shopping day countdowns. 

Forgive us for not seeing you 

in out-of-the-way places and in unlikely people. 

In this season of darkness and light, 
hold us close. Amen.
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light;
- on us God's light has shined. The true light, which enlightens everyone, has come into the world in the person of Jesus Christ. His light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it.

YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN: THANKS BE TO GOD
CAROL  TiS 268 “Joy to the world”

We hear the Good News!

CAROL
TiS 311 “Silent night”

GOSPEL READING 

John 1:1-14 
CHRISTMAS HOMILY “Jesus - the light of the world”
We respond to the Good News

CAROL TIS 316 “O little town of Bethlehem”

RETIRING OFFERING FOR THE CHRISTMAS BOWL

Loving God, receive and bless these gifts which we give in response to the greatest gift of all - your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. May our lives and this offering towards the Christmas Bowl be used to reveal your love in as many ways and to as many people as possible. This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen
A CHRISTMAS PRAYER

We pray:  shine your everlasting light. 
THE PEACE 
CAROL 
TiS 303 “Hark the herald angels sing”
CAROL TiS 318 "Away in a manger"

We go out to share the Good News

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

We go to follow the light of Christ,

wherever he is leading us
We go, rejoicing over this wonderful gift of God, 
confident in the love of Jesus
and in the power of the Holy Spirit.

May the blessing of God and the peace of the One born today - Jesus Christ -go with you, and remain with you always! 
And also with you! Amen

























