CHRISTMAS EVE Year C
24th December 2018 
We Gather as God's People

GREETING & WELCOME

A CHRISTMAS PROLOGUE
A whisper of prayer encircles the earth

like a sounding of angel-song.

It hovers with gentle rays of joy,

as the dawning of love grows near.

Come now, Christ Jesus, come.

It murmurs among the longing ones

in trembling hope

and, without our knowing,

begins to fill a humble place with expectation.

Come now, Christ Jesus, come.

Here, on this night,

we have prepared a welcome for the Child of God.

The heavens will break open for the birthing of peace.

Come now, Christ Jesus, come.


SONG TiS 265 "O come, O come Emmanuel"

PRAYER OF APPROACH
This Christmas, Lord, 

take a corner of our life and steal in, 

invade the busyness of our doing 

with the quiet of your coming.

This Christmas, Lord, 

take a corner of our mind and steal in, 

illuminate the darkness of our thinking 

with the brightness of your seeing.

This Christmas, Lord, 

take a corner of our heart and steal in, 

infuse the coldness of my loving 

with the warmth of your being.
This Christmas, Lord, 

as at Bethlehem’s stable, come and steal in, 

take the unprepared places of our lives 

and make them fit for your dwelling. AMEN.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God, as we look at our world,

it is often hard to imagine 

the birth of Christ ever happened.   

Our faith sometimes runs low, even in the midst 

of the preparations for this moment of remembering.

Silent reflection

Do not turn away from us, Jesus the Christ.

Be known among us this day, we pray.

O God, the excesses of decorations

and the extravagances of gift-giving,

can close the doors of our hearts 

to the vulnerability of a Child 

born into struggling human life.

We are too easily diverted from realities of need

and peoples who will have little of what we receive.

Silent reflection

Do not turn away from us, Jesus the Christ.

Be known among us this day, we pray.

In this moment, we place before you,

and ourselves, our lack of faithfulness in concern

for people around the world.

As we remember those who suffer, 

we know more fully who we are before you.

Do not turn away from us, Jesus the Christ.

Be known among us this day, we pray. AMEN.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
The whole earth has been reshaped with grace!

The yoke of guilt and shame 

has been lifted off the shoulders of the people.

For Jesus the Christ has come 

as wise counsellor and Prince of Peace.

Open your lives to this wonder, people of God.

We are forgiven!  Thanks be to God.

WE SING OUR THANKS - TiS  775 "Glory to God"


We Listen for God's Word
SONG TiS 317  "Love came down at Christmas"

GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 2: 1-14

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE "Hope in the night"

We begin our response

SONG TiS 323 "Born in the night"

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE
The birth of the Christ 

will bring us into a circle of love

inviting us outward into a world 

which waits in longing for peace

and holding us inward to travel 

into the deep places of our souls.

The birth of the Christ 

will bring us into a circle of love,

calling us on to be

the bringers of good news for our day, 

cherishing us with care 

and with the eternal hope of new possibilities. 

The birth of the Christ 

will bring us into a circle of love

taking us by the hand 

to walk towards abundant life

and touching us on 

the forehead in gentleness.

PASSING THE PEACE 

CHRISTMAS AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
One:    We believe in love 

which is conceived in the heart of God,

            nurtured in a faithful human womb, 

            and born in labour and sighing

            to enter every reality of our life.

We believe the Christ child will be with us.

(Light a candle.)

Two:    We believe that ordinary people like us

            can dare to look in homely places

            to find a Child of God

            whose precious life is in our hands

            for cherishing and celebrating.

We believe the Christ child will be with us.

(Light a candle.)

Three: We believe that, 

            in a world of struggle and violence,

            there can indeed be peace and joy,

            born again in God and stirring into fragile life

            when our hearts are lifted in hope this day.

We believe the Christ child will be with us.

(Light a candle.)

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS - “Star Child”

The light of the Christ child goes out into the world

Light small candles from the Christ candle. The light from the Christ candle is spread through the darkened church.

SONG TiS 311   "Silent Night"

A BLESSING FOR CHRISTMAS EVE
Go into the night as those who have seen the Christ!

We will go in faith and hope.

And may every starlight lead us 

to the newborn life of Christ,

the gifts which we receive inspire in us 

a greater love for others

and all the world resound with joy 

born of the promise of peace. Amen.


SONG We go out into the world bathed in the Christ light and singing TiS 268 “Joy to the world!”



