PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Loving God, in a cynical and despairing world, 
Give us a quietly prophetic voice
to proclaim your hope.
God hear us: God hear our prayer

In a violent and angry world, O God,

give us a quietly prophetic voice

to proclaim your peace.

God hear us: God hear our prayer

Loving God, in a dismissive and disinterested world, 

give us a quietly prophetic voice

to proclaim your compassion.

God hear us: God hear our prayer

In a lonely and inhospitable world, 

give us a quietly prophetic voice

to proclaim your love.

God hear us: God hear our prayer

God, in a grieving and weeping world, 
give us a quietly prophetic voice

to proclaim your joy.

God hear us: God hear our prayer

God, may we be so encouraged your hope, 

that we cannot help but to whisper,

to sing, and to enact,

the message of your reign of love
which is always coming into our world;

And may our lives, be channels of 
your restoring grace wherever we go. Amen!

Epiphany 3C 27 January 2019  

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
We gather as God’s people
GREETING 
(Light the Christ candle) 



Sisters and brothers in Christ….. 
 
WELCOME  
Welcome everyone to worship on this 3rd Sunday in the Season of Epiphany. Welcome to our worship here at ........... UC. Today we focus on how we gather to hear the Word of God coming to us through Scripture and through God's self-revelation in Jesus Christ. . 
CALL TO WORSHIP Based on 1 Corinthians 12: 13,14,26,27
In one Spirit we were all baptised into one body -
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free, First people - indigenous, or Second people - later comers to this land...
The body does not consist of one member but of many.
If one member suffers, all suffer together with it;
if one member is honoured, all rejoice together with it.
We are the body of Christ and individually members of it.
Baptised by the Spirit, we are members of the body of Christ.

SONG 
TiS 491 "Father welcomes all his children"

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
We are baptized as individuals, 
yet called to live and serve together. 
We know, and need to confess, 
how we have sought to live for ourselves, 
not reaching out to others,
and seeing them as parts of Christ's Body.
LORD HAVE MERCY: LORD HAVE MERCY


God, we know the faults we try to hide from you and others. 
We have not cared for all people in the same way.
We can think some are more gifted, or better, or prettier. 
We are more willing to rejoice with someone, 
than to suffer with another. 
We are not sure the prisoners should be set free, 
or the poor given hope. 
CHRIST HAVE MERCY: CHRIST HAVE MERCY

Loving God, redeemer of all people, forgive us.
Anoint us with your Spirit's power 
so our eyes might be opened and our ears freed
to listen to what Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, 
teaches us about your love and grace for our lives.
LORD HAVE MERCY: LORD HAVE MERCY

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
God's Spirit is upon us:  the Spirit of forgiveness, the Spirit of grace, the Spirit of oneness. Today, and in all the days to come, God's Spirit is with us. So I declare to you, Christ's word of grace to us:

YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN: THANKS BE TO GOD

SONG
TiS 253 "O Lord Jesus Marrkapmirr"
We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
EARLY WORD  Remembering  
SONG  TiS 417 "Loving Spirit, loving Spirit"

GOSPEL READING
 Luke 4:14-21
SERMON
 
We respond to God’s Word
SONG  TiS 431 "Thanks to God whose word was spoken"

OFFERING AND DEDICATION

Gracious, generous God, we are thankful for: our faith, our freedom to worship you, our families and friends. Help us never to take these gifts for granted. Help us never to take for granted your great love, given to us in Jesus Christ. God, bless these gifts and use them in Jesus' name.  Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God hear us: God hear our prayer 
We are sent out as God's people 
SONG  TiS 569 "Guide me O thou great Redeemer"

COMMISSION AND BLESSING
Go now to live as one body in Christ:
be at peace, and care for one another;
suffer with one another and rejoice with one another.
give your attention to the Word of God
and proclaim the good news of God's love.

And as you go:

may you be renewed by the creative word of God,
may you be inspired by the Spirit-filled witness of Jesus,
may you be bound together by the power of the Holy Spirit
today - and every day. Amen!
BLESSING SONG  TiS 779 "May the feet of God"
























