PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Gracious God, you love us from the moment of our conception,

You love us and you call us from before the moment of our first breath,

and you love us when we first see the light of day.

As a mother/father loves their child before they ever sees it,

and then embraces it gently from the moment of its birth, 

so you love us—and we thank you.

Lord hear us:  help us to love one another in this way.

God, you love us, from the time of our naming

You love us in our growing and hold us as we take our first steps.

You love us and walk beside us 

as we explore the world with eager hands and eyes

As a mother/father loves their child as sees it grow and develop 

so you love us—and we thank you.

Lord hear us:  help us to love one another in this way.

You love us, O God, as we mature and seek our way,

You love as we become aware of the world around us,

You love us as we smile and play, 

you even love us when we say no and when we begin to stray.

As a mother/father loves their child as they see it become proud and tall, 

so you love us even when we sin and fall..

Lord hear us:  help us to love one another in this way.

We thank you God for loving us when we are unloving 

for caring for us when we are uncaring,

and for calling to us when we go far away....

Lord hear us:  help us to love one another in this way.

Lord hear our prayers of love this day for those around us, 

for those we have held before you in our time of sharing, 

and for those we have thought of in our moments of caring: 

Lord hear us:  help us to love one another in this way.

We ask all these things in the name of Christ Jesus, 

our Saviour and our brother.  Amen

Epiphany 4C  3 February 2019  
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
.We gather as God’s people
GREETING 
(Light the Christ candle) 



Sisters and brothers in Christ….. 
 
WELCOME – 
Welcome everyone to worship on this 4th Sunday in the Season of Epiphany. Welcome to our worship here at ........ UC. 
CALL TO WORSHIP Based on Psalm 71:1-6
In you, O God, we find a place of refuge 

a strong and secure place of shelter and safety.

We believe that you hear us and protect us. 

You are the foundation of our hope, 

the source of our trust;  a rock to lean on 
and a safe place to rest from the time of our birth.

SONG 
TIS 154:  “Great is your faithfulness”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (1 Corinthians 13:4-8a)
God, Your word says love is patient and kind.
But we confess the times when we have been impatient and unkind.
Your word tells us that love does not envy, 
that it does not boast, and that it is not proud.
But we confess that sometimes we have been envious, and boastful, and proud.
Your word says that love is not rude, 
and that it is not self-seeking,
But we confess that in many ways 

we have been inconsiderate of those around us, 

thinking only of ourselves.

Your word tells us that love is not easily angered, 

and that it keeps no record of wrongs.

But we confess how quickly we fly off the handle, 

and how carefully we keep score when we have been wronged.

 

Your word says that love does not delight in evil 

but rejoices with the truth, that it always protects, 

always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

God help us, not to take pleasure in what is evil, 

but to always rejoice in the truth of Your love. 

Protect us with Your love, Lord,

and help us to choose the way of trusting You, 

putting our hope in You, 

and persevering in Your ways, 

knowing that love never fails, 

and that You never fail. Amen.

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS God's Spirit is upon us:  the Spirit of forgiveness, the Spirit of grace, the Spirit of oneness. Today, and in all the days to come, God's Spirit is with us. So I declare to you, Christ's word of grace to us:

YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN: THANKS BE TO GOD

SONG
TIS 716: “Father we adore you” 
We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
EARLY WORD  Truelove

SONG  TiS 417 "Loving Spirit, loving Spirit"

GOSPEL READING
 Luke 4: 21-30 
SERMON
 God is lovel
We respond to God’s Word
SONG  TiS 572 "O thou who came'st from above"
OFFERING AND DEDICATION

Gracious, generous God, we have much to be thankful for - our faith, our freedom to worship you, our families and friends. Help us never to take these gifts for granted. Most of all, help us never to take for granted your great love, given to us in Jesus Christ , binding us together as his body. God, bless these gifts and share them with others in Jesus' name.  Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Lord hear us:  help us to love one another in this way.

We are sent out as God's people 
SONG  TIS 473: “Community of Christ............”

COMMISSION AND BLESSING
Go now to live your lives, with faith, hope and love
Go believing that the greatest of these is love.
Go to live as God's faithful hopeful people,
sharing God's love that passes all understanding.


And as you go:

May the word of God empower our words
the love of Jesus inhabit our hearts
and the breath of the Holy Spirit inspire our lives
today and every day.  Amen!
BLESSING SONG  TiS 779 "May the feet of God"
























