Epiphany 4C - Questions on the Readings - 3 February 2019:

OT Reading
Jeremiah 1:4-10  Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. What does it feel like for us to be chosen and known by God even before we are born? (v5)   

3. How would we react  if we felt God calling us to do something different with our life? Wouldn't we have similar excuses to Jeremiah? (vv6-7)
4. How do the people of Israel sustain their faith and commitment to God in times of difficulty? 

5. How do we sustain our faith and commitment to God in times of difficulty? 
Psalm 71:1-6 Questions:
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why? 
2. How can we find refuge in God's presence today? (v3)
3. How do you feel God's presence - in your garden, at the beach, on a mountain top, in special life-moments like the birth of a baby? How has your understanding of God changed over the years? 

4. What does it mean for you to trust in God? (v5) 

5. Recall a time in your life when you felt alone and vulnerable. How did your faith help?   (v6)
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?
2.  Read this text again and consider how human love falls short of the aspirations for love expressed by Paul. 

3. How has your faith and love grown over the years? (v11) 

4. Name a special moment of love in your life and reflect on how God was present in that moment.

5. What does God's unconditional love mean to you? How do you express this kind of love? 

Gospel - Luke 4:21-30 Questions:  
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. Why is Jesus' ministry rejected in his home town? 

3. Why is it hard for a prophet to be accepted in their home town? 

4.  Name some places where your congregation might find it difficult to minister. What kind of ministry night be appropriate in those situations? 
5. Is Jesus' ministry just about healing and miracles? What is his whole ministry pointing towards?
