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Christmas 

Cards  
for sale 
 

UCA Presbytery of Tasmania Christmas cards ($6 per pack of 10) and, 
calendars ($5 each) are for sale through the UCA Tasmanian Office.  
 

  

Seasons Greetings 
to everyone in the Presbytery 

from the UCA Tasmanian Office:  

Rohan, Michelle, Anthea,  

Denise, Sue, Bronwyn,  

Lucia and Graham 
 

The UCA Tasmanian Office will be closed 
22 December 2018 until 2 January 2019 

 
Please note:  There is no January 
Uniting Tasmania.   Next issue will be 
February 2019 
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Opportunities 
Take the lead in our 
uniquely Australian 
Church. 
 

Young adults in the 
Uniting Church in 
Australia  - you're invited 

to the 2019 National Young Adults Leaders Conference (NYALC), 17 – 
20 January 2019, Nunyara, Adelaide SA.  
 

Come to LEAD and explore what it means to be capable and confident 
leaders in a world embracing diversity and difference. Take the LEAD in 
areas that are important to YOU. Come as you are and share your 
stories, hopes and dreams for the Uniting Church with our special 
guest, President Dr Deidre Palmer. 
 

NYALC is for young adult leaders in the Uniting Church aged 18 years 
and over.  More information at https://nyalc.org.au/  

 

Presbytery Youth Camp 
Tuesday 15 - Friday 18 January 2019 

A Presbytery Youth Camp is being planned for January from Tuesday 15 th 
– Friday 18 th at Scotch Oakburn College’s Valley Campus at Fingal. More 
information see page 10. 
 

 

Presbytery Gathering 2019 
 

9.30am Saturday 16 February 2019 

Hobart North Uniting Church 
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Reflection                                                      As I see it 

An entity which exchanges information with, and adapts to changes in the 
environment is said to have natural intelligence. Humans are now able to 
programme machines to, make decisions and learn from past experience. 
Welcome to the era of artificial intelligence – AI.  
 
Robotics and the Internet of Things are fast growing technologies based on 
AI. But, AI is also rapidly encroaching on areas formerly the domain of highly 
trained, experienced humans. Autopilots already do most of the flying and 
autonomous trucks have proved to be more effective and efficient in mining 
operations than those driven by humans. Experts in the fields of medicine, 
geology, law and human resources are being replaced by algorithms, sets of 
calculation rules which predict outcomes by modelling environmental data.  
Take, for example, the process of finding the best candidate for a particular 
job.  Based on educational qualifications, work skills and past performance of 
available people, the generation of a short list becomes highly automated – 
even forecasting which candidate should be appointed. 
 
Observers of this process are concerned there is no mechanism for 
refreshing the pool of candidates with ‘outliers’, people who can bring new 
insights to existing problems and become the focus for dealing with 
unforeseen situations. Outliers exist beyond the scope of an AI based 
algorithm and as they have historically eluded human selection panels, as 
biblical evidence illustrates.  
 
A leader is chosen to free his people from slavery: Moses is in self-inflicted 
exile. He has murdered an Egyptian and married a gentile. He is frightened of 
the consequences and doubts his ability to motivate others because of a 
speech defect.  In spite of his protestations this outlier is appointed. (Exodus 
3) The whole nation is released from their Egyptian masters to re-establish a 
homeland in Palestine.  
 
A shepherd is chosen as the future king: Samuel assesses all seven of 
Jesse’s sons but GOD warns him, ‘The Lord does not look at the things man 
looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the 
heart’.  So they sent for an outlier, David, the youngest son who was out 
tending the sheep.  Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed the outlier in the 
presence of his brothers. (I Samuel 16) David’s reign marks the pinnacle of 
the Jewish nation.  

continued on p4…. 
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….continued from p3 

As I see it, the greatest outlier of all is Jesus.  A Galilean peasant from the 
small village of Nazareth. A barely literate artisan becomes the spearhead of 
an inclusive movement by opposing injustice without the use of force. He 
leads by example as he challenges tribalism, prejudice and established 
religion to create a new way of living. This outlier, a charismatic teacher and 
healer, becomes the pivot for the turning point of history.  

Alec Faulkner 
from the Launceston Pilgrim Newsletter  

28 October 2018 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
….continued from p5 

Healthy leadership will assist us to understand this new place, and rise to the 
challenges before us, in being God’s people, sharing love, faith and life with 
the world around us, in new ways.   
 
If you have insights you want to share, share them with us.  Post your insights 
through the Presbytery Facebook page, or put together some insights that we 
can post online on the webpage, or even in here.  Contact the office to do 
that.  Or you might like to share them with another person in your faith 
community.  See what they can contribute to the conversation.   
 

If you would like Denise to visit your congregation, to listen and share around 
leadership formation, contact us via the Presbytery Office 6331 9784 or 
Denise 0427 647 395 or denise.savage@ victas.uca.org.au  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Open 7 days a week until 17 December, 2018.   Gifts and cards (including 
UCA Presbytery of Tasmania cards)   Supporting over 20 charities. 
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What does healthy leadership look like?  How do we know?  What 
behaviours, attitudes, words, and tones do we see in healthy leadership?  
How do we know when leadership is unhealthy?  What difference does it 
make to the life of a community? 
 
One of the strategic directions that the Presbytery has held in its life, has 
been to encourage and work towards healthy leaders who can engage in 
missional communities.  The social landscape in which we find ourselves as 
church has been changing and we know we are in a different space.  Church 
is no longer an integral part of family, or community fabrics.  As long as we 
are there when someone dies, that is as much as we are supposed to be 
exist for.  But we aren’t faith communities that are about death.  We are called 
into a life lived fully with God and we need healthy leaders in order to do that. 
 
So what does a healthy leader look like?   What would your response be to 
this question? What are the things that someone does that means they are a 
healthy leader?  What do they say?  How do they say it?  In a moment of 
conflict, where different opinions and thoughts are expressed, how do they 
respond?  When there are emotive and disruptive factors going on in a 
conversation or decision making process, how do healthy leaders respond?   
 
How do you feel around those who you consider to be a healthy leader?  
Where are the times when you have been that healthy leader?   
 

How do you express your own sense of 
being a healthy leader in your communities 
of faith when it is needed?   
 
If you want to delve further into this Google 
“Simon Sinek”.  (There is a lot on You Tube 
too). He brings much to our understanding 
in a modern context of what healthy 
leadership is about, how it looks and the 
fostering of healthy communities with 
purpose and place in the world.  As faith 
communities we have purpose and place, it 
is different from what we have known 
before. 

                                 continued on p4…. 

 

Leadership Formation 

The social landscape in which 

we find ourselves as church has 

been changing and we know we 

are in a different space.  Church 

is no longer an integral part of 

family, or community fabrics.   
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Godly Play Core Training 

I Wonder         Rev Michael Duke 

There once was someone who did such amazing things and said such 
wonderful things that people wanted to follow him. One day a long, long, time 
after, someone thought these things were so wonderful that they should 
develop a way for these wonders to be told again and again so that everyone 
alive today could continue to wonder deeply about them. So they developed a 
method of storytelling called “Godly Play”.  

I wonder whether they thought it would end up on the absolute opposite end 
of the world? 

Well in the last week of the October school holidays, Godly Play Core 
Training was organised by the Presbytery of Tasmania with two key GP 
trainers, Judyth Roberts and Carolyn Handley. Generous concessions for 
congregational members and specified ministry agents were made possible 
by a Regionalisation Grant from the Synod’s equipping Leadership for 
Mission unit and Pilgrim Theological College and from the Presbytery and 
enabled 15 people from across the state to enrol. They came, shared of the 
generous and radical hospitality of the Kingston Uniting Church Adult 
Fellowship and returned to their churches equipped with new possibilities.  
                   continued p 7…. 
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….continued from page 6 

I was one and it made me wonder. Through the deliberate avoidance of 
alliteration, through the emerging skill of the story tellers as they worked with 
the tools of visual aids,  body language, breath, time, and…of course… 
wonder, the stories we have been told, some of us for a life time, lit up like 
beacons of new epiphany. Reflecting recently with a well-seasoned GP 
practitioner, we marvelled at the profoundness of the group as we all 
engaged in the stories of our faith together. Without even naming it, we were 
all engaged in “theological reflection” at the level some of us went to seminary 
to obtain. 

 

We had all the time we needed and we all left full.  Full of the Spirit.  Most 
importantly, we all learned a new spiritual practice which adult hood has 
helped us all to un-learn.     Wonder.  

For a flyer please contact the UCA Tasmanian Office or for further 

information, please contact robert.renton@bigpond.com  0427 812 606 
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With the approach of Advent, our thoughts turn toward the coming of the 
Christ child. For the Advent themes of hope, peace, joy and love to be real for 
so many in our community, they will need the support we can provide 
together. Here are some of the ways your congregation can help:  
 

• Food For Families 
Uniting Vic. Tas is again running its Food For Families campaign to help 
families struggling to make ends meet this festive season.  This year we aim 
to collect 70 tonnes – that’s 20,000 shopping bags – of non-perishable food 
and household essentials to meet the growing demand for support across our 
community.  
 
We estimate that 40,000 families will reach out to us for urgent help this year 
across Victoria and Tasmania.  Food For Families is a great way to get 
together and give back to the community. 
 
There are ways to encourage congregation members to get involved by 
hosting an event or competition.  To register your congregation, click here . 
Don’t forget to share your Food For Families stories and pics with us at 
marketing@vt.uniting.org 

 
• Target Appeal 
The Target UnitingCare Australia Christmas 
Appeal aims to make Christmas a little 
brighter for the thousands of Australians who 
are unable to celebrate with gifts. 
 

Over 2.1 million gifts have been collected since the Appeal started 27 years 
ago.   In 2017 over 42,000 families received gifts through the Appeal.   
To participate, place a gift under the allocated Christmas tree at any Target 
store, or to make a cash donation, purchase one or more gift tags available a 
the registers in all Target stores. 
 

• ABC Giving Tree Appeal in Tasmania  
This year marks the 30th anniversary of the ABC Giving 
Tree Appeal – Tasmania’s biggest Christmas charity 
campaign.  The Appeal collects gifts for babies, children, 
young people and families, which are then distributed to 

vulnerable people across Tasmania.                continued p 9…. 
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….continued from page 8 

Uniting in Tasmania is one of the organisations who is supported through this 
campaign, specifically those families who use our Emergency Relief services 
in Southern Tasmania. 
 
If your congregation would like to make its own tree collection, Uniting would 
be delighted, and suggests that in addition to gifts and other Christmas fare, 
that pantry staples, grocery vouchers and toiletries are always  appreciated 
by our clients and their families. 
 
 

Father bless us 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Father bless us as we go 

 – into the rest of this day, the rest of our lives 

Jesus walk beside us  

– with your walking frame or in your wheelchair 

Holy Spirit guide us  

– in what we do and say and think; in the directions that we choose. 

 

[Based on Together in Song 781 and used in various ways at an Aged Care 

Home and a home for people with various abilities/disabilities] 

Graham Booth 

For more prayers and worship resources have a look at the Presbytery 
website here:  https://ucatas.org.au/faith/worship/prayers/  
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Praying for the Presbytery 

 
This month please remember  

in your prayers: 

 
♦ Uniting in Tasmania and Uniting Agewell staff and clients.  

♦ Presbytery Youth Camp attendees and planners. 

♦ Leaders – from a Galilean peasant to those using Godly Play to those in 
our church communities 

♦ Refreshment and refuelling for all over the Christmas and holiday 
season 

 
 

Presbytery Youth 

Camp 
15 - 18 January 2019 

After requests from junior leaders at 
the recent KUCA primary school 
camp-out, a Presbytery Youth Camp 
is being planned for January from 
Tuesday 15 th – Friday 18 th at 
Scotch Oakburn College’s Valley Campus at Fingal. 
The camp will be open to anyone in grade 7 - grade 12 or equivalent for 
2019. A range of activities are being planned by organisers Rev Jeff Savage 
and Bobbe Solager with more information to be available shortly.    
 
Thanks to the support of Scotch Oakburn College, which have offered the site 
at a reduced rate.  It is expected that the cost of the camp will be about $140 
per camper. 
 
To register your interest or for more information please contact Jeff 0429 728 
243 or Bobbe 0409 800 317 and keep an eye on the Presbytery website and 
Facebook page for more information. 
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 The Tasmanian Office has copies of Building 
Emotional Health and Wellbeing – A Pastoral 
Handbook for Ministry with Children and their 
Families available at no cost.  
 

 The Tasmanian Office has a large 
Photocopier in perfect condition and a Data 
Projector Screen  available as well as a bracket for 
hanging a data projector from the ceiling. Does 
your congregation need either of these items?  For 

more information contact the UCA Tasmanian office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

This 

‘n 

That 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Bowl  began on Christmas Day 1949, when a minister 
named Rev Frank Byatt in Victoria placed a simple empty bowl on the 
table before him. He humbly asked his friends and family to contribute 
what they felt the cost of the meal had been.  Rev Byatt asked that they 
consider their own good fortune in being able to share a Christmas meal 
together in comfort and safety. And he invited them to share God’s 
blessings of love and friendship in the form of a gift to help people who 
had fled the horrors of World War Two and were suffering as refugees. 

This invitation to Australian Christians to stand by men, women and 
children living through conflict and displacement is, sadly, more important 
than ever.  For the first time in history, there are nearly 60 million displaced 
people in the world who need our help. 

The Christmas Bowl appeal is our way of forging a loving connection 
between our Christian community here in Australia and people around the 
world who are experiencing dreadful hardship and suffering.  Visit the Act 
for Peace website: https://www.actforpeace.org.au/Christmas-Bowl for 
more information and inspiring stories.   
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December 
Fri 21 4.00pm UCA Tasmania Office closes for Christmas break 
 
January 
Wed   2 9.00am UCA Tasmania Office reopens 
Mon  15   Presbytery Youth Camp, Fingal (until 18 Jan) 
Tues 22 9.30am Pastoral Relations Committee, Launceston 
Mon  28 10.30am Resource & Development Committee, Launceston 
Thur 31 10.00am Presbytery Standing Committee, Launceston 
 
February 
Fri 15 10.30am Resource & Development Committee, Hobart 
Sat 16 9.45am Presbytery Gathering at Hobart North 
Tues 19 9.30am Pastoral Relations Committee 
 
Please check our Presbytery Calendar of events on the Presbytery website 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas…Support Everything in Common   Everything in 
Common is the Uniting Church in Australia’s very own gift catalogue directly 
supporting the work of our church partners as they alleviate poverty, respond 
to injustice and share the good news with their own communities.  
 
You can support Everything in Common  by ordering gifts online at 
https://everythingincommon.com.au/ or by calling UnitingWorld on 02 8267 
4267. 
 

What’s On 

 

Published and distributed in the week before the last Sunday of each month.   
Contributions received seven days prior to publication. 

Editor: Graham Booth 36 Paterson Street, Launceston, 7250 
or (03) 6331 9784 or tas.office@victas.uca.org.au 

Presbytery of Tasmania website:  https://ucatas.org.au  

 


