PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Loving God, listen to our prayers for ourselves.
Bring to our minds the places 
where we have compromised the truth 
for that which is convenient to us;
the times when we have shut our eyes and ears and hearts 
to the needs of others;
the times when we have indulged ourselves at our own cost.
Help us, dear God, to know that you forgive these things,
and give us strength to resist them in the future. 
God be with us: Loving Spirit be with us

God, listen to our prayers for others:
for those who hunger for bread but only find stones;
for those who seek justice
 but can find no advocate who will help them;
for those who are in danger 
and have no one watching over them.
God be with us: Loving Spirit be with us

Lord, speak to us in the silence of our hearts.
Show us the way to go…
God be with us: Loving Spirit be with us

We pray to you in the name of Jesus,
who taught us to come to you saying, 
Our Father….
Lent 1 –10th March 2019 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, 
we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
We gather as God’s people

SONGS 
TiS 745 “Seek ye first the kingdom of God”

WELCOME –to our worship at ................. on the First Sunday in Lent – our time of preparation for Easter! A warm welcome to any visitors! Today we are focussing on how Jesus was tempted to be the kind of Son of God he was not meant to be. In today’s gospel reading from Luke 4, Jesus refuses three temptations and so remains true to his identity as the faithful Son of God in whom God is very pleased. 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Sisters and brothers, Lenten pilgrims, 

together we embark on a wilderness journey.

Pilgrims on a road of awe and wonder. 

We journey through places of solitude, questions, reflection. 

Pilgrims on a road to self-discovery and learning. 

We journey through times of alienation, hunger, thirst.

Pilgrims on a road to oasis and refreshment. 

We journey through struggles born of circumstance or choice.

Pilgrims on the road to acceptance and healing. 

We journey through the hills and valleys of faithful living.

Pilgrims on a road to compassion and liberation. 

We make this journey together – side-by-side – 

moving with Christ to the beat of God’s heart.

Pilgrims on the road to risen life. Amen! 
SONG 
TiS 111 “Praise to the Lord…”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God forgive us, Lord increase our trust in you. (silence) 
When we are tempted to use the gifts you give us 
to benefit ourselves at the expense of serving others:
God forgive us, Lord increase our trust in you. (silence) 
When we are tempted to use the sensational ways to increase people’s faith, rather than being guided by the way of Christ:
God forgive us, Lord increase our trust in you. (silence) 
When we are tempted to use bribery to control people:
God forgive us, Lord increase our trust in you. (silence) 
When we are tempted to manipulate you, to satisfy our needs:
God forgive us, Lord increase our trust in you. (silence) 
                A time of silence for personal confession

Loving, compassionate God, save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. Forgive us our sins 

and fill us with the joy and peace of your salvation. 

So strengthen us with your Spirit during this Lenten season 
that we put our whole trust in you as confidently as Jesus did. 
This we pray in his name.  Amen

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  
As the Apostle Paul wrote: “...if you confess with your lips that Jesus Christ is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” (Romans 10:9) These words contain the good news that in Jesus Christ:
YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN: THANKS BE TO GOD
SONG 
TiS 220 “This, this is the God we adore”

We Listen for God’s  Word


FIRST READING
Romans 10:8b-13
EARLY WORD  Jesus in the Wilderness (based on Luke 4:1–13)

 God was with Jesus.  “God is with us, too.” (Cross arms over chest.)

“Yes!” (Open hands and thrust them forward.)
Jesus wanted to be alone with God. He wanted to think about what God wanted him to do. He wanted to think about how to live in God’s way and show God’s love to everyone. Jesus knew that God would help him to think. And so Jesus decided to walk into the wilderness for a while. Now the wilderness is not a place that many people like to go. There might not be much food or water there. It might be very hot or very cold there. But Jesus knew that God would guide him. 
God was with Jesus.  “God is with us, too.” (Cross arms over chest.)
Jesus walked and walked and walked. And as Jesus walked, Jesus looked around. He didn’t see anyone. He didn’t hear anyone. But he could hear quiet sounds: sounds of little creatures; sounds of birds flying above; sounds of his own footsteps as he walked on the sand. And Jesus knew that God was guiding him. 
God was with Jesus.  “God is with us, too.” (Cross arms over chest.)
Jesus stayed in the wilderness for a long, long time – 40 days and 40 nights. (Quietly count to 40 as those gathered slap their thighs for each number.) It was a good place to think. And Jesus knew that God was guiding him. 
God was with Jesus.  “God is with us, too.” (Cross arms over chest.)
Jesus thought about his family and friends. He remembered the stories that Mary, his mother, told him. Jesus remembered the prayers that Joseph, his father, taught him. And Jesus remembered the times that he played and laughed with his friends. Jesus knew that God was always guiding him. 
God was with Jesus.  “God is with us, too.” (Cross arms over chest.)
Jesus was in the wilderness a long, long time. (Count to 40 again.)

Do you think Jesus remembered that he was loved by God? (“Yes!”)

Do you think Jesus discovered what God wanted him to do? (“Yes!”)
Do you think Jesus learned that he was strong enough to say “No” when he had to? (“Yes!”)
Do you think Jesus was ready to go out and teach people about God’s love? (“Yes!”)

Yes, yes, yes, yes! Jesus left the wilderness. Jesus was ready. He had so much to do! Jesus was going to tell everyone about God’s love.   

SONG
TiS 48 “You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord”

GOSPEL READING
 Luke 4:1-13
SERMON
 How do we identify Jesus?
We respond to God’s Word
SONG  TiS 256 “From heaven you came helpless babe”  
OFFERING PRAYER
God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Jesus’ witness to the power of your Spirit, guiding and strengthening him in times of testing.  We offer these gifts and the service of our lives as signs of our thanksgiving.  As we embark on our Lenten journey, guide and strengthen us with the Holy Spirit to follow Jesus wherever he leads us. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
God be with us: Loving Spirit be with us
We are sent out as God's people
SONG  
TiS 609 “May the mind of Christ my saviour”

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go into this week to follow Jesus in the ways of Lent.

Go to focus on the loving way of Christ 

And as you go may: the mercy of God enfold you
may the love of Jesus Christ hold you fast
may the power of the Holy Spirit keep you strong always. Amen

BLESSING SONG TiS 755 “You shall go out with joy”

























