PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

God, whose Spirit moved over the waters at the dawn of creation, hear our prayers for all who thirst today.

God pour down your waters: and heal your people.
We pray for those who are spiritually thirsty, who long to know your presence, but don’t know where to find you. 

We pray for those who are alone and without hope,

those who long to feel needed and loved,

those who are searching for meaning and purpose.  

God pour down your waters: and heal your people.
We pray for all who are physically thirsty,

who don’t have enough water to drink, or feed their animals, 

whose fields are parched, whose crops have withered;

who need to walk long distances to fetch water to survive,

or who have to be content with water that is unclean.

We pray for those whose lives are torn apart by drought. 

God pour down your waters: and heal your people.
We pray for those who are thirsty for justice,

who long for an equal sharing of resources among all people;

who risk their lives to protect streams and rivers and oceans;

those who are working to find and supply clean water: 

God pour down your waters: and heal your people.
God, open our hearts to the needs of all who thirst.

Give us courage to work together for justice,

to stand alongside those who are thirsty,

so that all people, everywhere, may live without want or fear,

and may discover the abundant life You promise to each one.

In the name of Jesus Christ—the source of living water—we pray.  Amen.
Lent 3 –24th March 2019
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, 

we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
We gather as God’s people

WELCOME –
to our worship at .....UC on the Third Sunday in Lent – our time of preparation for Easter! A warm welcome to any newcomers! Today we focus on ......
CALL TO WORSHIP 
(Isaiah 55: 1-3)
Come to the water, all you who thirst—
come drink deeply from the river of life. 

 Come to the water, all you who are weary—
come rest in the quiet pools of God’s love.

 Come to the water, all you who long for a justice—
come be renewed in God’s ever-flowing stream. 

For God is here among us,
washing away the dust and grime of our lives,

and pouring out the Spirit on all who thirst. 

Let’s worship God together.

SONG 
TiS 474 "Here in this place"
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy God, through your generous love, you have given us so much: talents and treasure in unlimited supply.  But often, we spend these on superficial needs. We throw away our plenty on little hungers and petty desires.
God of mercy: quench our thirst.
God,  we seek the fleeting delights of novelty, of prettiness, and of veneer.  We follow the urges to momentary importance; to the notice of a fickle society more interested in noise and sparkle than in constant faithfulness.  
God of mercy: quench our thirst.
God, we chase after happiness while neglecting joy; we chase after romance while neglecting love; we skim the surface while fearing the depths.  
God of mercy: quench our thirst.
God, forgive us, for our reliance on our own human illusions of control and satisfaction, even though we know that these illusions separate us from you.  Forgive us for not trusting in your grace, in your abundance, shown to us in Jesus Christ.  By your Spirit, free us from all that holds us back, to live joyfully as  your loved, forgiven people.  Amen. 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  Hear the good news: 
When we turn our hearts to God, and by grace our hungers and thirsts are satisfied; through Christ we are made whole; by the Spirit we are led forth as God's people.  
YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN: THANKS BE TO GOD
SONG TiS  703 "As the deer pants for the water"

We Listen for God’s  Word


FIRST READING  1Cor 10:1-13

EARLY WORD

SONG
TiS 220 "This, this is the God we adore"

GOSPEL READING
 Luke 13:31-9 
SERMON
 
We respond to God’s Word
SONG  "The Summons"
OFFERING PRAYER God pour out your blessings upon the gifts we offer, our money and our lives, that these may become gifts of living water for those who thirst for faith
in Jesus Christ our Lord!  Amen.
 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
God pour down your waters: and heal your people.
We are sent out as God's people
SONG  
TiS 569 “Guide me O thou great Jehovah”
COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go now refreshed by the living water that Jesus offers to you.
Go to listen for the parched voices of the ordinary ones; 
Go to search out people with dry spirits, 
and become for them a spring of living water.

And as you go, 
may the blessings of the God of life, 
the Christ of love, and the Spirit of grace 
be upon you this day and forevermore.  Amen
BLESSING SONG 
"For you deep stillness" (NCYC Songbook)
























