Easter Sunday - Questions on the Readings - 21 April 2019:

Isaiah 65:17-25 Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. How do we enjoy the work of our hands and the sacrifice of our forebears? (vv21-23) 

3.  Many people find it hard to read the OT, the Hebrew Scriptures. How do you hear God's voice in these ancient words? 
4. What modern-day examples are there of warring people who have made peace and reconciled? [South Africa after apartheid? Northern Ireland peace process?]
5. What is the hope is being expressed in the text? To whom is it being addressed - the people of Israel struggling after their return to Jerusalem? How can this help other struggling people?

Acts 10:34-43  Questions:  

1. What does God having "no particularity" - no favourites mean to you? How does this affect the way you treat others? (vv34-35)   

2.  If you had to tell a simple story of Jesus' life and importance, what would you say? How could members of your congregation tell their simple stories ? (v39 onwards)

3. How have misguided people tried to "witness" to their faith? What pitfalls did they face? (v41)
4. How can we "witness" to what we believe about Jesus Christ? ? (v41 onwards)

5. If we are called to be witnesses, what does that mean we have to let go of from Holy Week in order to truly proclaim the Resurrection?

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 Questions:
1. What kind of psalm is this - entrance song; beginning of worship song? Who is it for?
2. How does verse 22 relate to Jesus and the stone that rolled away from the empty tomb? 
3. How can we rejoice and be glad every day?  (v24) 

4. How can grieving people still rejoice and be glad? Can we deny our grief? 
5. How can this psalm be used as a framework for considering other miraculous acts?

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 Questions:  

1. How can we find more ways to understand what it means to be the first fruits?
2.  How do we "belong to Christ"? (v23)
3. What does the word "resurrection" mean to you? Find a useful explanation in a book or online.  
4. What kind of a life is resurrected life - life everlasting; life in the Spirit? 
5. How can we live right now the resurrection hope we have in Christ Jesus?
John 20:1-18  Questions:  

1. How can the words of this text still amaze you? What does resurrection mean for your faith? 
2. Use this gospel reading as a meditation. Go into the corner of a garden  and look the Lord. Hear your voice called, and rest in his presence. 

3.  How do we listen from Jesus' voice? How do we respond when we do hear him?
4. Instead of holding onto Jesus (Jn 20:7), how do we move forward with hope in his leading?

5. What does it mean for us to "have seen and believed"? (Jn 20:18) What do we do with those tiny glimpses or God moments, we may get on our faith journey. 
Luke 24:1-12
1. How can the words of this text still amaze you? 
2. What does resurrection mean for your faith? 
3. Are these words adequate to describe your joy and amazement at the Resurrection of Christ?

4. How do you encounter the Resurrected Christ each day?
5. What does it mean for you that Christ has defeated death? 
