PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Reconciling Christ, bless our efforts to bring about reconciliation.  Give us the strength we need to persevere without counting the cost, and to find within ourselves the capacity to keep on loving. 

God hear us: God hear our prayer

God give us the grace to be able to stand in the middle of situations, and to be a channel for the listening which can lead to healing and forgiveness.
God hear us: God hear our prayer

God, help us to conduct ourselves with dignity,

giving and expecting respect, moving from prayer to action,

and from action back again into prayer.

God hear us: God hear our prayer

God grant that we may be so grounded in your love,
that our security is not threatened if we change our minds,
or begin to see a better way to act.
God hear us: God hear our prayer

Bless those who are called to reconcile on a large-scale –

politicians, world leaders, leaders of business,

and those who stand in the midst of bitter conflict.

God hear us: God hear our prayer

Reconciling Christ, bless us and bless all who engage
in the sacred work of envisioning new wholeness,
and bringing people and nations together.  
In Jesus' name. Amen.
Lent 4C –31st March 2019 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, 

we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging..
We gather as God’s people

SONGS 
TiS 746 "The heavens shall declare"
WELCOME –to our worship at ..... UC on the Fourth Sunday in Lent – our time of preparation for Easter! A warm welcome to any newcomers! Today we focus on the way God gives us freedom to believe or not, how God keeps on waiting for us to come to our senses and come home to God even when we wander away.

CALL TO WORSHIP 
based on Psalm 32 
Happy are those whose sins are forgiven. 
Happy are those in whom God sees no wrong or deceit. 
They are happy, 
for the Lord declares them "not guilty" 
and there is no deception in their hearts. 

Let us worship and rejoice in the One 

who is our hiding place 
and our refuge in times of trouble. Amen! 

SONG 
TiS 48 "You who live in the shelter of the Lord"

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God, we are blessed to live at home in your love.

You care for us like a loving Father,

Yet like silly children we often turn away

and refuse your generous welcome home.

God forgive us: Forgive us and welcome us home.

Sometimes we doubt that we really are forgiven.

We decide the limits of your mercy by measuring our own.

We look at ourselves and fear that we are hard to love.

God forgive us: Forgive us and welcome us home.

We confess that we have sinned against you. 

We are no longer worthy to be called your beloved children.
God forgive us: Forgive us and welcome us home.

God forgive us and welcome us home to you.
Help us to live always in the shelter of your love. 

Help us to live as your loved forgiven children always,

in Jesus name.  Amen
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  Hear the good news: 
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! We have been reconciled to God through Christ and all this is from God who does not count our trespasses against us - but entrusts us with the message of reconciliation. 
YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN: THANKS BE TO GOD
SONG TiS 685 "Lord, I come to you"

We Listen for God’s  Word
FIRST READING
2Cor 5:16-21
EARLY WORD  PPt Story "Lost and Found"
· Running away from home?? Ever done it? Child done it?

· Parents - hard to see adult children go off and make mistakes

· Your own story of being away and coming home?

SONG
TiS 526 “Lord Jesus Christ”
GOSPEL READING
 Luke 15: 1-3, 11b-32
SERMON
 “The Day God ran"
We respond to God’s Word
SONG  TiS 693 “Come as you are”
OFFERING PRAYER 
Lord Jesus Christ, you gave your life to reconcile us to God and to create us into new people. In grateful thanks we offer these gifts and the service of our lives to you. May they be used to bring new life to others, in your name.  Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
God hear us: God hear our prayer

We are sent out as God's people
SONG  
TiS 442 “All praise to our redeeming Lord”
COMMISSION AND BLESSING
Go out now to show others how good it is 

to live in the shelter of God’s love! 

And as you go may you be:
Surrounded by the protective love of God, 
Embraced by the reconciling love of Jesus Christ 
Renewed by the empowering love of the Holy Spirit.

BLESSING SONG  TiS 779 “May the feet of God”
























