Lent 5C - Questions on the Readings - 7 April 2019
OT Reading
Isaiah 43:16-21  Questions:  

1. How would your life look different if you trusted that the God, the Creator of all things, was for you and with you no matter what your circumstances?
2. Can you think of a place in your life where God may be inviting you to restore your hope in God?
3. What new thing is God doing in your life right now? (v19)
4. What one thing do you hold out most hope for in the future? (v19)
5. What does it mean for us to be God's chosen people? (vv20-21)
Psalm 126  Questions:
1. Can we deny the grief that happens in life? How can we work through these times and still "rejoice in the Lord"? 
2. How does God help us through times of grief and challenge? (vv5-6) 

3. There need to be times of grieving and times of joy. How does this work for you? (vv5-6)
4. Recall a time in your journey with God when you felt like one of “those who dream,” when you were overjoyed with how God had brought healing and rescue in your life? What was it like?
5. How might your faith be enriched if you were to periodically remember the moments in which you have rejoiced in God’s love for you? 

Philippians 3:4b-14 Questions:  

1. Describe the Jesus you know. Does this make everything else in your life secondary? How?
2. How has your life changed through accepting Jesus into your life?  (v8)
3. Of what "rubbish" have you had to let go, in order to  take up your new life with Christ? (v8) 

4. What one thing from the past most shapes the way you live your life today? 
5. What is the promised goal towards which we are all pressing on? (v14)
Gospel John 12:1-8 Questions:  

1. How do you worship Jesus in your life?

2. How might intentional reflection invite your worship and change you in the process?
3. Why was Mary so extravagant in her expression of love towards Jesus? (v3) 
4. Is God's loving grace towards us as extravagant as Mary's towards Jesus? (v3)  
5. What is one thing your congregation does which shows extravagant grace towards others? 
