PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Jesus the Christ humbled himself, suffered and died for us. Let us pray for the suffering of the world.

We pray for the church, that we may humbly bear our crosses and follow Jesus as Lord. We pray for ministry workers entrusted to pastor and teach and lead.  May they live lives worthy of their calling.
Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer
We pray for prisoners and criminals like Barabbas.  

May they find true freedom by changing the way they live.

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer
We pray for all in government, like Pilate and Herod.  

May they use their power properly, and serve truth and justice.

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer
We pray for those who are dying, like the thieves crucified with Jesus.  

May they die with Jesus by their side, and be received into your kingdom.  

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer
We pray for parents like Mary who have lost a child.  

May they bear their suffering and know the comfort of your love.

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer
We pray for peace in areas where there is unrest and conflict. Protect your people wherever they may be. 
Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer
And we pray for those with special needs who are known to us personally, and whom we now name silently in our hearts... 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer
Loving God, lead us in the way of the cross, that as we suffer with Jesus, so we may rise to life in his glory, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.
Palm Sunday–14th April 2019
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, 

we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging..
We gather as God’s people

WELCOME –to our worship at ...............UC  on the Palm Sunday.  A warm welcome to any visitors! Today we focus on our deep intimate connection with Jesus, on being with God rather than doing good deeds.
CALL TO WORSHIP 

There is no turning back - Jesus goes on ahead, (Drum)
riding towards the powers of the day -
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God!

Jesus is always travelling into a new future, (Drum)
hoping the path will be made gentler

by the carpet of our humble prayers. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God!

We will prepare the way for good in trembling faith. (Drum)
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God!

Hear the drumbeats of our hearts, (Drum)
which herald the coming of Christ’s life among us

as we prepare the road for the journey ahead.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God!

SONG 
TiS 279 “The king of glory comes”
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Lord Jesus, we wait by the roadside today 

hearing you are coming,

so full of life that even the stones cry out.

We know you are arriving

to confront the forces of power

which destroy and damage the people.

God hear us: God forgive us.  (silent reflection)

We stand before our lives and yours, Jesus Christ,

and we want to be known as those 

who cheer and protect 

all that is brave and just in life,

as we try to be your faithful friends.

We truly long to be faithful, loving God.

God hear us: God forgive us.  (silent reflection)

Today we lift our voices in support of you,

but soon we will face tomorrow’s challenges.

We wait to see you coming

and then we find ourselves turning our faces away 

in fear of what might be expected of us.

Or we ignore you in case you confront our lives.

God hear us: God forgive us.  (silent reflection)

We cover with our easy prayers

all that would challenge our comfort

so that you might ride through in joy, Jesus Christ.

We grieve our lack of faithfulness on this day.

God hear us: God forgive us.  (silent reflection)

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  Hear the good news: 
“Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not 
count equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave...and became obedient to the point of death - even death on a cross.” (Philippians 6,7a,8b) Through his obedience 
we are therefore freed from whatever sin enslaves us. 
OUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN: THANKS BE TO GOD
SONG TiS 753 “You are holy, you are whole”
We Listen for God’s  Word
Early Word - The Road to Easter Day
SONG
TiS 244 “Trotting, trotting…”
GOSPEL READING
 Luke 19:28-40
SERMON
 “Children and stones shout out?”
We respond to God’s Word
SONG 
TiS 256 “The servant king”

OFFERING PRAYER 
Hosanna! Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna! Bless these gifts and our lives, O God, for we offer them in the name of Jesus, our Lord. He emptied himself that we might be filled. He humbled himself that we might be lifted up. We pray that these gifts be used to proclaim the gospel which fills lives that are empty and lifts up those who need help. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer

We are sent out as God's people
SONG  
TiS 348 “Ride on ride on in majesty”

COMMISSION AND BLESSING
The way of Jesus is the way of the cross

and we must journey forward, watching our step.

Let us go forward into this week, into the unfolding story,

confident of God’s steadfast love which endures forever.

And as we go may we be

embraced by the steadfast love of God, 
blessed by the humility and courage of Jesus Christ 
filled with the immeasurable power of the Holy Spirit. Amen

BLESSING SONG  TiS 755 “You shall go out with joy”
























