Easter 5C - Questions on the Readings - 19 May 2019:

Acts 11:1-18 Questions:  

1. A key argument in the early church was that converts should become Jews before they became followers of "the way". Why are the circumcised (Jewish) believers angry about Peter associating with the uncircumcised Gentiles? (vv1-2)

2. What is Peter doing by retelling his vision of God telling him to eat non kosher food? (vv 4-9) 

3. What has God made clean for you? How can you let go of your conceptions of what is “clean”?

4. What in your life hinders the way God can act through you?

5. How can you learn to let go of these things that hinder you?

Psalm 148 Questions:  

1. How does the image of the whole creation praising the Lord build up? 
2. Does this progression of praise, parallel the Genesis 1 Creation timetable?: 
3.  How has God raised up strength in you? 
4. What does praising God look like in your daily life?

5. Write your own prayer of praise for the blessings you have received from God.
Revelation 21:1-6 Questions:
1. What needs to be made new for you? How might you bring this to God?

2. What do you imagine eternal life is? Does the imagery of verses 3 and 4 help you? 
3. What is a story of resurrection in your life?

4. How can God be both the beginning and the end of all things? (v6)
5. When have you experienced an ending in which you found a wonderful new beginning?

John 13:31-35 Questions:  

1. What does it mean to love each other? Look up the  three kinds of word for love in the Greek - fillios, eros, and agapé. What kind of love is the love we are meant to have for each other? 

2. Where have you experienced the complexity of truly loving all people?
3. When have you been loved by another regardless of your differences?
4. This passage is part of Jesus' farewell speech. He leaves his followers with a message of love.  What lasting message would you leave your family if you knew that you were about to die? 
5. How can we love our enemies - those who have deeply wronged us? How do you practise this in your life?
