Easter 6C - Questions on the Readings - 1 May 2016:

Acts 16:9-15 Questions:  

1. Why did Paul and his companions go outside the city gates?  What was so strange about listening to the women there? (v13)
2. Conversion to faith in Jesus Christ for Lydia leads to baptism not just for her, but for her whole household. Of what kinds of people might her household be made up? (v15)
3. Where have you seen the Holy Spirit create surprising community?

4. What are the dividing walls separating people from each other in your community?

5. Lydia and the apostles were open to God’s Word and their lives were radically changed. What practices help you stay open to the Word?

Psalm 67 Questions:  

1. What kind of psalm might Psalm 67 be? When might it have been used? 
2. Is this a psalm for individuals or for a gathered group of God's people? (v3)

3. Given the world as you know it today, what might these blessings look like?

4. Where is God’s saving health needed?  Where is God’s justice and guidance needed?

5. Write your own prayer of praise for the blessings you have received from God.
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 Questions:
1. How does this city, the river, and the tree of life appear in your imagination?

2. What does the river of life vision mean to you?  (22:1-2) 

3. What does this vision say to you about God's ultimate intentions for the world? 

4. Which aspect of John’s description offers you the most powerful sense of hope for your life, your community, or the world?

5. How might you live into that hope with faithful courage?

John 14:23-29 Questions:  
1. How are we keeping God's word if we love Christ and each other? (v23)

2. What is an advocate in today's world? How can the Holy Spirit be called the Advocate? (v26)  
3. What does the gift of the Holy Spirit mean to you? Is it a peaceful or a disturbing thing?  (v26) 
4. Jesus’ promise of the Holy Spirit and his gift of peace are intertwined. How have you experienced the Holy Spirit’s presence in your life?
5. Where do you sense a need for Christ’s peace today? Take a few moments to pray for peace.
