Pentecost 7C (proper 12)- Questions on the Readings - 28 July 2019:

Hosea 1:2-10 Questions:  

1. Research who Hosea was. What kind of a prophet was he?  
2. Why does Hosea depict God favouring the kingdom of Judah? (vv 6-7) What happened to the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah? 
3. What modern day prophecies might actually come to pass if world leaders do nothing?
4. Is there anything we can do to separate ourselves fully and permanently from God’s love?  And what does that answer say about the nature of God?
5. What meaning(s) might we draw from the marriage metaphor by focusing alternately on the characters of Hosea and Gomer?

Psalm 85 Questions:  

1. Why would the psalmist begin with remembering how God was faithful in the past? (vv1-3)?  

2. The entreaties of vs. 5 and 6 are spoken with confidence.  Do we have this kind of faithful trust in God’s promises?  If not, how might we cultivate it?

3. What is the hope expressed in verses 10 to 13?

4. How might we understand ourselves to be living in an eschatological “in between” time, and what is our role/responsibility as God’s people in such a time?

5. In the midst of what modern day disasters could this psalm bring hope? (Drought? Floods?)
Genesis 18:20-32 Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. What risk is Abraham facing by taking it upon himself to speak to Yaweh? (v27)

3. What kind of trust is Abraham demonstrating by  bargaining with Yaweh? (vv 27-32)

4. What does verse 32 demonstrate about God's love for God's people? (v32)
5. What parallels of mercy does this First Testament (OT) text have in the Second Testament (NT)?
Psalm 138 Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. What kind of psalm is this? Where might you use it?
3. What kind of trust is demonstrated in verse 7?
4. What song or hymn about God's steadfast love, could arise out of verse 8? 
5. Write a psalm of praise for what God has done in your life or the life of your congregation.
Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19)  Questions:  

1. How are the followers of Jesus in Colossae meant to live their lives? (vv6-7)
2. What attitude of exclusion is Paul targeting in verse 16? 

3. How is Paul refuting the false understanding that Gentiles need to become Jews first in order to be followers Jesus? 

4. What kinds of false teachings and traditions deceive Australian Christians generally and the people in our faith communities today?
5. Does Paul’s language of being ‘taken captive,’ and of earthly captors being ‘disarmed’ by Jesus, erase or minimize our human agency? What is our responsibility and our duty regarding our own faithful conduct?

Luke 11:1-13 Questions:  
1. What basic points are covered in the Lord's Prayer? (vv2-4)

2. How does God answer our prayers? Do we have to be persistent as with a friend?  (v8)

3. When we pray do we always get the answer we want or the answer we need? 

4. Do we actually understand the words of the Lord’s Prayer?  What is “our daily bread?”  Do we really “forgive everyone who has sinned against us?”  And what is “the time of trial?”

5. What does praying the Lord's Prayer mean for you? How has this prayer helped you on your faith journey? 
